The Secretary of State presents her compliments to Their Excellencies and Messieurs and Mesdames the Chiefs of Mission and has the honor to inform them that in accordance with the requirement of the United States Constitution that a census be taken   every 10 years, the 22nd census will be conducted as of April 1, 2000.

The purpose of the census is to count all of the persons who have a "usual residence" (the place where a person lives and sleeps most of the time) in the United States, without regard to a person's legal status or citizenship.  Specifically excluded from the census are foreign travelers who have not established a residence in the United States.

The Bureau of the Census, between March 13th and 15th, will have census questionnaires delivered to all households throughout the United States, including the residences o£ members of the diplomatic community.   The questionnaires should be answered and mailed by April 1, 2000 in the postage paid envelope provided in the census package.

All information provided in response to the questionnaire, in accordance with U S Law (13 United States Code 9), is confidential and completed questionnaires may only be seen by duly sworn census employees.

The Department recognizes that participation by members of the diplomatic community in the census is voluntary At the same time, the Department solicits the full cooperation of all diplomatic missions, their members, and families in complying with the procedures for taking the 2000 census so that the count will be as accurate and complete as possible.

In the normal course of administering the census, the Bureau of the Census will follow-up with all households in the United States from which it has not received a response. The period of follow-up is from April 27th through approximately July 7th.  Members of the diplomatic community who have not responded may receive a follow-up telephone call or a visit from a census taker.  The Department wishes to provide the same guidance as above with respect to the follow-up, that is, participation by members of the mission is encouraged, but it is voluntary.
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