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TEXT OF PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT OF DECEMBER 31.

THE UNITED STATES IS TODAY SIGNING THE 1998 ROME-TREATY ON THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL IN TAKING THIS ACTION, WE JOIN MORE THAN 130 OTHER COUNTRIES THAT HAVE SIGNED BY THE DECEMBER 31, 2000 DEADLINE ESTABLISHED IN THE TREATY.

WE DO SO TO REAFFIRM OUR STRONG SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND FOR BRINGING TO JUSTICE PERPETRATORS OF GENOCIDE, WAR CRIMES, AND CRIMES -AGAINST HUMANITY: WE-DO SO AS WELL BECAUSE WE WISH TO REMAIN ENGAGED IN MAKING THE ICC ' AN INSTRUMENT OF IMPARTIAL AND EFFECTIVE JUSTICE IN THE YEARS TO COME.

THE UNITED STATES HAS A LONG HISTORY OF COMMITMENT TO THE PRINCIPLE OF ACCOUNTABILITY, FROM OUR INVOLVEMENT IN THE NUREMBERG TRIBUNALS THAT BROUGHT NAZI WAR CRIMINALS TO JUSTICE TO OUR LEADERSHIP IN THE EFFORT TO ESTABLISH

THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL TRIBUNALS FOR THE FORMER YUGOSLAVIA AND RWANDA. OUR ACTION TODAY SUSTAINS THAT TRADITION OF MORAL LEADERSHIP.

UNDER THE ROME TREATY, THE ICC WILL COME INTO BEING WITH THE RATIFICATION OF 60 GOVERNMENTS, AND WILL HAVE. JURISDICTION OVER THE MOST HEINOUS ABUSES THAT RESULT FROM INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT, SUCH AS WAR CRIMES, CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY AND GENOCIDE. THE TREATY REQUIRES THAT THE ICC NOT SUPERSEDE OR INTERFERE WITH FUNCTIONING NATIONAL JUDICIAL SYSTEMS; THAT IS, THE ICC PROSECUTOR IS AUTHORIZED TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST A SUSPECT ONLY IF THE COUNTRY OF NATIONALITYIS UNWILLING OR UNABLE TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF EGREGIOUS CRIMES BY THEIR NATIONAL THE U.S. DELEGATION TOTHE ROME CONFERENCE WORKED HARD TO ACHIEVE THESE LIMITATIONS, WHICH WE BELIEVE ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE INTERNATIONAL CREDIBILITY AND SUCCESS OF THE ICC

IN SIGNING, HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT ABANDONING OUR CONCERNS ABOUT SIGNIFICANT FLAWS IN THE TREATY.  IN PARTICULAR, WE ARE CONCERNED THAT WHEN THE COURT COMES INTO EXISTENCE, IT WILL NOT ONLY EXERCISE AUTHORITY OVER PERSONNEL. OF STATES THAT HAVE RATIFIED THE TREATY, BUT ALSO CLAIM JURISDICTION OVER PERSONNEL. OF STATES THAT HAVE NOT.  WITH SIGNATURE;

HOWEVER, WE WILL BE IN A POSITION TO INFLUENCE THE EVOLUTION OF THE COURT, WITHOUT SIGNATURE, WE WILL NOT.

SIGNATURE WILL ENHANCE OUR ABILITY TO FURTHER PROTECT U.S. OFFICIALS FROM UNFOUNDED CHARGES AND TO ACHIEVE THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND ACCOUNTABILITY OBJECTIVES OF THE ICC.  IN FACT, IN NEGOTIATIONS FOLLOWING, THE ROME CONFERENCE, WE HAVEWORKED EFFECTTVELY TO DEVELOP PROCEDURES THAT LIMIT THE

LIKELIHOOD OF POLITICIZED PROSECUTIONS.  FOR EXAMPLE, U.S. CIVILIAN AND MILITARY NEGOTIATORS HELPED TO ENSURE GREATER PRECISION IN THE DEFTNITIONS OF CRIMES WITHIN THE COURT'S JURISDICTION.

BUT MORE MUST BE DONE. COURT JURISDICTION OVER U.S. PERSONNEL SHOULD COME ONLY WITH U.S. RATIFICATION OF THE TREATY. THE UNITED STATES SHOULD HAVE THE CHANCE TO OBSERVE AND ASSESS THE FUNCTIONING OF THE COURT, OVER TIME, BEFORE CHOOSING TO BECOME SUBJECT TO ITS JURISDICTION.  GIVEN THESE CONCERNS, I WILL NOT, AND DO NOT RECOMMEND THAT MY SUCCESSOR SUBMIT THE TREATY TO THE SENATE FOR ADVICE AND CONSENT UNTIL OUR FUNDAMENTAL CONCERNS ARE SATISFIED.

NONETHELESS, SIGNATURE IS THE RIGHT ACTION TO TAKE AT THIS POINT.  I BELIEVE THAT A PROPERLY CONSTITUTED AND STRUCTURED INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT WOULD MAKE A PROFOUND CONTRIBUTION IN DETERRING EGREGIOUS HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES WORLDWIDE, AND THAT SIGNATURE INCREASES THE CHANCES FOR PRODUCTIVE DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS -TO. ADVANCE THESE GOALS IN THE MONTHS AND YEARS AHEAD.

