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The ability to anticipate and understand specific nuclear disarmament monitoring and 
verification challenges states will likely need to address in the future directly affects how much 
confidence states may have in the results.  A robust discussion about the steps in the nuclear 
disarmament process, the types of information or verification that might be needed, and the 
tasks to be performed will be an important element in building confidence and will contribute 
to future disarmament verification efforts. 
 
The Working Group on Monitoring and Verification Objectives (WG1) will examine key 
phases of the nuclear weapons lifecycle and assess potential monitoring and verification 
objectives, methods and activities for each of these phases, including the deployment and 
storage of nuclear warheads through the disassembly and dismantlement process to the 
disposition of nuclear materials arising from dismantlement.  By focusing initially on nuclear 
warhead dismantlement, states will be able to deepen their understanding of the problems 
and potential solutions.  This focus will also allow policy and technical experts to discuss the 
respective roles of states with and without nuclear weapons and to characterize the level of 
confidence states believe they need to have in the results.   
 
Key Questions and Assessments  
 
Working Group 1, in close coordination with Working Groups 2 and 3, will examine and 
assess: 
 

 Key terms and definitions, and the framework for analyzing monitoring and verification 
activities building on work already done. 

 Monitoring and verification objectives for key aspects of the warhead dismantlement 
process, along with the types of information needed to meet them; 

 Evaluation criteria for assessing monitoring and verification regimes and considering 
potential trade-offs; and 

 The skills, areas of expertise and resources needed to support future work in each of 
these areas. 
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