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From: Myles J. Vaughan
NEPA Program Manager
Urban Development / Good Neighbor Program Rep
Environment Section, FMSP Division
GSA Mid-Atlantic Region
The Strawbridge’s Building
20 N. 8th Street, 9th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3191

To:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Virginia Field Office
6669 Short Lane
Gloucester, Virginia 23061

December 12, 2014

RE: Online Project Review Request, Proposed Development of a U.S. Department Of
State, Bureau Of Diplomatic Security Foreign Affairs Security Training Center in
Nottoway County, Virginia.

We have reviewed the referenced project using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Virginia Field Office’s online project review process and have followed all guidance and
instructions in completing the review. We completed our review on December 12, 2014 and are
submitting our project review package in accordance with the instructions for further review.

The proposed project is the development of a U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Diplomatic
Security Foreign Affairs Security Training Center in Nottoway County, Virginia. The proposed
development would occur on three parcels of land at the Army National Guard Maneuver
Training Center (ARNG-MTC) Fort Pickett, managed by Virginia ARNG, and Nottoway County
Local Redevelopment Authority (LRA) in Nottoway County, Virginia, near the town of
Blackstone; referred to herein as ARNG-MTC Parcels 21/20 and Grid Parcel, and Nottoway
County LRA Parcel 9 (Enclosure 1). These parcels comprise the action area. The use of Parcel
21/20 and Grid Parcel would be authorized by a Land Use Permit with the Department of the
Army supplemented with a Memorandum of Understanding with Virginia Army National Guard
(VaARNG) for use of facilities to be shared. LRA Parcel 9 would be purchased from Nottoway
County.

The proposed FASTC facility would consolidate hard skills tactical training functions currently
taking place at various leased and contracted facilities at one center and would improve training
efficiency and provide priority access to training venues from which DS may effectively conduct
hard skills training to meet increased demands for well-trained personnel. Facilities that would
be constructed to support the FASTC program include a Core Area (classrooms, fitness center,
administration, and Tactical Training), High Speed Driving Track Area, Off Road/Unimproved
Driving Track Area, a Mock Urban Training Environment, Explosives Training Environment,
and Firearms Training Environment (Enclosure 2). Student housing would not be included in the
FASTC facility, and students would be transported by shuttles to and from hotels/motels in the
local or regional area.



The proposed FASTC facility would require the clearing of approximately 365 acres of forest
and 41 acres of shrub and urban/range grass for the construction of facilities. Approximately 180
acres would be restored in areas that need to be landscaped using native plant communities, of
which 87 acres would be forest.

During the development and planning process, GSA and DOS developed approximately 14
alternative layouts or configurations of the project venues on the Fort Pickett/Nottoway County
site that had potential to be functional according to the needs of the FASTC program and that
would minimize potential impacts on natural resources and the built environment. The analysis
culminated in two build alternatives that were vetted as part of the GSA Design Excellence
review process and analyzed in a 2012 publically-released Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. In early 2013, all efforts and work on the proposed site at Fort Pickett and Nottoway
County’s LRA area was put on hold pending additional due diligence and reviews at an existing
federal training site in Georgia. During this time period, DOS also assessed the scope and size of
the FASTC project and determined a smaller platform was more fiscally prudent. In April 2014,
the earlier DOS selection of the proposed site for FASTC at Fort Pickett and Nottoway County
was reaffirmed and a Master Plan Update was completed. Because of the reduced scope of the
action, the 2012 alternatives are no longer feasible, and Build Alternative 3 was developed.
Build Alternative 3 is generally based on 2012 Build Alternatives 1 and 2, with modifications
developed in the 2014 Master Plan Update. Site layout alternatives for the proposed FASTC
facilities were considered throughout the process of development of Build Alternative 3 in order
to meet DS hard skills program requirements while minimizing environmental impacts. Build
Alternative 3 would have direct and indirect adverse impacts to wetlands, streams, and forest, but
they are reduced as compared with the 2012 Build Alternatives 1 and 2. GSA is requesting your
review of Build Alternative 3, which is described below and depicted on Enclosure 2 of the
Project Review Package.

Build Alternative 3

Under Alternative 3, the facilities would be constructed on Parcel 21/20, the Grid Parcel, and
LRA Parcel 9 (Enclosure 2). The Core Area would be located on the Grid parcel and the
southeastern portion of LRA Parcel 9. A dense development footprint minimizes encroachment
on existing wetlands.

The Firearms Training Environment would be located on the southeast portion of Parcel 21/20
and has been consolidated as compared with the 2012 alternatives. Range buildings are located
to maximize the use of existing roads and an existing ARNG-MTC 300 meter firing range
(Range 8), which would minimize the area of development and associated environmental
impacts.

The Explosives Training Environment would be located in the northern portion of Parcel 21/20.
Access to the Explosives Ranges would be achieved with a combination of new roads and
existing tank trails. Individual explosive pads are positioned to keep all blast fragment
clearances entirely within Parcel 21/20 boundaries.

The Mock Urban Training Environment would be situated in the eastern portion of LRA Parcel 9
near the Core Area, and the High Speed Driving Track and Off Road/Unimproved Driving Track
Areas would occupy the majority of the remaining land area on LRA Parcel 9.

The location of the project and the action area are identified on the enclosed map (Enclosure 1).



Due to the size of the entire project, FASTC would be designed in five separate packages and
constructed in up to five phases, depending on funding, over a five-year period. Construction of
Package 1 would begin in the summer of 2015, and would consist of venues essential to the
operation of 10% of the FASTC training program. Construction of Packages 2 and 3 would
begin in fall/winter of 2015/2016, and construction of Packages 4 and 5 would begin in
fall/winter of 2016/2017. Construction of all phases would be complete and FASTC would be
fully operational in 2020.

This project review is needed for USFWS concurrence with the effects of the proposed action
under the Endangered Species Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. GSA is the
action proponent for the proposed project and is acting in cooperation with DOS, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and National Guard Bureau. The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will have permitting authority over this action as it would affect
waters of the U.S. (i.e. jurisdictional wetlands) and would participate in consultation with your
agency, if deemed necessary.

The enclosed project review package provides the information about federal species and critical
habitat identified on USFWS Information, Planning and Conservation System (Enclosure 3),
federal species identified on the Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service database
(Enclosure 4), the species conclusions table with determinations for the species that may be
affected by the project (Enclosure 5), and bald eagle management guidelines considered in our
review (Enclosures 6 and 7).

The northern long-eared bat (myotis septentrionalis) has been proposed for listing as federally
endangered. A survey for this species has been conducted in the action area, and this species has
been confirmed to be present. A report of the findings of the survey has been submitted to your
office. A Biological Assessment for northern long-eared bat and a determination of effects of the
proposed project is being prepared and will be submitted to USFWS in the coming week along
with a request for conference under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

For additional information, please contact me at myles.vaughan@gsa.gov or 215-756-5948.

Sincerely,

M&/Ies J. Vaughan
NEPA Program Manager

Enclosures: Project Review Package Enclosures

Copies to: Chuck Raderstorf, U.S. Department of State
Julie Hamilton, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Barbara Rudnick, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Anna Hudson, National Guard Bureau
Katie Clayton Virginia Army National Guard
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Enclosure 3. Official USFWS Species List for Build Alternative 3

United States Department of the Interior mw@%—vj

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
PHONE: (804)693-6694 FAX: (804)693-9032
URL: www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

Consultation Tracking Number: 05E2V A00-2015-SL 1-0446 December 03, 2014
Project Name: FASTC

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project.

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of
your proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The specieslist fulfills
the requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change thislist. Please feel free to
contact usif you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impactsto
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of
the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can
be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-1PaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-1PaC system by compl eting the same process used to receive the enclosed
list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2)
of the Act and itsimplementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required
to utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and
endangered species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered
species and/or designated critical habitat.

A Biologica Assessment isrequired for construction projects (or other undertakings having



similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than maor construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to aBiological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If aFederal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation,
that listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency isrequired to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook™ at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GL OS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan

(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle _guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
Impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdl ssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdl ssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of thisletter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment


http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF
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United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

fe us.
‘ FISH & WILDLIFE

S e 4 Project name: FASTC

TR

Official SpeciesList

Provided by:
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
(804) 693-6694
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

Consultation Tracking Number: 05E2V A00-2015-SL1-0446
Project Type: Development
Project Description: Development of a Foreign Affairs Security Training Center ar Fort Pickett

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 12/03/2014 12:08 PM
1



http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

fe us.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

27 Project name: FASTC

Project Location Map:

Project Coordinates: MULTIPOLY GON (((-77.967565 37.0638213, -77.9428458 37.0643898, -
77.9426741 37.0754774, -77.9239631 37.0703961, -77.9256797 37.0583488, -77.9294562
37.0572529, -77.9337477 37.0588967, -77.9400992 37.051636, -77.9543471 37.0473888, -
77.9634452 37.0494439, -77.9644751 37.05054, -77.9711699 37.0588967, -77.9684233
37.0616365, -77.967565 37.0638213)))

Project Counties: Nottoway, VA

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 12/03/2014 12:08 PM
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United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

fe us.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVLC:

27 Project name: FASTC

Endangered Species Act SpeciesList

There are atotal of 4 threatened or endangered species on your species list. Species on thislist should be considered in
an effects analysis for your project and could include species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain
fish may appear on the species list because a project could affect downstream species. Critical habitats listed under the
Has Critical Habitat column may or may not lie within your project area. See the Critical habitats within your
project area section further below for critical habitat that lies within your project. Please contact the designated FWS
officeif you have questions.

Clams Status Has Critical Habitat | Condition(s)

Dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta Endangered
heterodon)

Population: Entire

Fishes

Roanoke logperch (Percina rex) Endangered

Population: Entire

Flowering Plants

Michaux's sumac (Rhus michauxii) Endangered
Mammals

northern long-eared Bat (Myotis Proposed
septentrionalis) Endangered

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 12/03/2014 12:08 PM
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fe us.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

* 7 Project name: FASTC

TR

Critical habitatsthat lie within your project area

There are no critical habitats within your project area.

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 12/03/2014 12:08 PM
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VaFWIS Map
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http://vafwis.org/maps/zMapFormJava.asp?autoscale=14&coord=LL&di...

Enclosure 4 VaFWIS Species List

Site Location

37,03,10.9 -77,56,28.2
is the Search Point

Show Position Rings
@ Yes No

1 mile and 1/4 mile at the

Search Point

Show Search Area
@ Yes No

3 Search distance miles
radius

Search Point is at
map center

Base Map Choices
Topography

Map Overlay Choices
Current List: Anadromous,

TEWaters, BAEANests,
BECAR, Position, Search

Map Overlay Legend

back

Map
Click

JIRGIN,

[Refresh Browser Page|

Screen

Scale Size

4 Kilometars

[

% Milas

Map

9600

Point of Search 37,03,10.9 -77,56,28.2
Map Location 37,03,10.9 -77,56,28.2

Select Coordinate System: @ Degrees,Minutes,Seconds Latitude - Longitude
Decimal Degrees Latitude - Longitude
Meters UTM NAD83 East North Zone
Meters UTM NAD27 East North Zone

Base Map source: USGS 1:100,000 topographic maps (see Microsoft terraserver-usa.com for details)

projection is UTM Zone 18 NAD 1983 with left 233659 and top 4109602. Pixel size is 16

meters . Coordinates displayed are Degrees, Minutes, Seconds North and West. Map is currently
displayed as 600 columns by 600 rows for a total of 360000 pixles. The map display represents

meters east to west by 9600 meters north to south for a total of 92.1 square kilometers. The

12/12/2014 1:48 PM


http://vafwis.org/maps/zMapFormJava.asp?autoscale=14&coord=LL&di

VaFWIS Map

http://vafwis.org/maps/zMapFormJava.asp?autoscale=14&coord=LL&di...

map display represents 31501 feet east to west by 31501 feet north to south for a total of 35.5
square miles.

Topographic maps and Black and white aerial photography for year 1990+-

are from the United States Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey.

Color aerial photography aquired 2002 is from Virginia Base Mapping Program, Virginia
Geographic Information Network.

Shaded topographic maps are from TOPO! ©2006 National Geographic
http://www.national.geographic.com/topo

All other map products are from the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries.

map assembled 2014-12-12 13:43:59  (ga/qc December 5, 2012 8:04 - tn=612489.0
dist=4828.032 Visitor )
$p0i=37.0530278 -77.9411667

2 of 2
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© 1998-2014 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
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VaFWIS GeographicSelect Options

1of2

Commonwealth of Virginia  Governor

Home » By Place Name » VaFWIS GeographicSelect Options

Visitor Options
Species Information
By Name

By Land
Management

References
Geographic Search

By Map

By Coordinates

By Place Name

Help

Show This Page as
Printer Friendly

VaFWIS Search Report Compiled on 12/12/2014, 1:31:14 PM

Observations reported or potential habitat occurs within a 3 mile radius around point a point 0.9 miles from Fort Pickett Military Nottoway

(at 37,03,10.9 -77,56,28.2)
in 053 Dinwiddie County, 135 Nottoway County, VA

479 Known or Likely Species ordered by Status Concern for Conservation
(displaying first 30) (30 species with Status* or Tier I** or Tier II**)

BOVA Code = Status* Tier** Common Name Scientific Name
010214 FESE 1 Logperch, Roanoke Percina rex

040228 FESE I Woodpecker, red-cockaded  [Picoides borealis
010032 FESE I} Sturgeon, Atlantic Acipenser oxyrinchus
060003 FESE I Wedgemussel, dwarf Alasmidonta heterodon
060006 SE 1 Floater, brook Alasmidonta varicosa
040129 ST I Sandpiper. upland Bartramia longicauda
040293 ST I Shrike, loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus
040385 ST I Sparrow, Bachman's Aimophila aestivalis
020002 ST 1} Treefrog, barking Hyla gratiosa

060081 ST I} Floater, green Lasmigona subviridis
060173 FSST I Pigtoe, Atlantic Fusconaia masoni
010070 ST v Shiner, whitemouth Notropis alborus
040292 ST Shrike, migrant loggerhead  [Lanius ludovicianus migrans
050022 FP Bat, northern long-eared Myotis septentrionalis
010038 FC v Alewife Alosa pseudoharengus
010045 FC Herring, blueback Alosa aestivalis
040093 FS 1} Eagle, bald Haliaeetus leucocephalus
060029 FS 1] Lance, yellow Elliptio lanceolata
070105 FS 1] Crayfish, Chowanoke Orconectes virginiensis
030063 cC 1l Turtle, spotted Clemmys guttata
010077 | Shiner, bridle Notropis bifrenatus
040225 I Sapsucker, yellow-bellied Sphyrapicus varius
040319 | Warbler, black-throated green |Dendroica virens
010174 I} Bass. Roanoke Ambloplites cavifrons
010432 1} Madtom, spotted-margin Noturus insignis ssp 1
040052 I} Duck, American black Anas rubripes

040036 I} Night-heron. yellow-crowned |Nyctanassa violacea violacea!
040105 1} Rail, king Rallus elegans
040320 0} Warbler, cerulean Dendroica cerulea
040266 I} Wren, winter Troglodytes troglodytes
To view All 479 species View 479
* FE=Federal Endangered; FT=Federal Threatened; SE=State ST=State Tl ; FP=

**|=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier | - Critical Conservation Need;

Proposed; FC=Federal Candidate;

1I=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier Il - Very High Conservation Need;

Anadromous Fish Use Streams

N/A

Impediments to Fish Passage (3 records)

View Map of All

Fish Impediments

ID Name River

View Map

228 |BIRCHIN LAKE DAM BIRCHIN CREEK |Yes

226 |BUTTERWOOD LAKE UPPER DAM [BIRCHIN CREEK |Yes

227 |BUTTERWOOD LOWER DAM BIRCHIN CREEK |Yes

Threatened and Endangered Waters

N/A

Managed Trout Streams

N/A

Bald Eagle Concentration Areas and Roosts

N/A

http://vafwis.org/fwis/?Title=VVaFWIS+GeographicSelect+Options&poi=...

Skip to Content

View Map of

Site Location

FS=Federal Species of Concern;

111=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier IIl - High Conservation Need;

CC=Collection Concern

IV=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier IV - Moderate Conservation Need

Privacy Policy ~Contact Us
Search VaDGIF ~ Go

12/12/2014 1:48 PM



VaFWIS GeographicSelect Options
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Bald Eagle Nests

N/A

Habitat Predicted for Aquatic WAP Tier | & Il Species (3 Reaches)

http://vafwis.org/fwis/?Title=VVaFWIS+GeographicSelect+Options&poi=...

View Map Combined Reaches from Below of Habitat Predicted for WAP Tier | & Il Aquatic Species

Tier Species
Stream Name View Map
Highest TE® BOVA Code, Status*, Tler**, Common & Scientific Name

010214 |FESE | | |Logperch, Roanoke |Percina rex

Birchin Creek (03010201) FESE Yes
060173 | FSST | I |Pigtoe. Atlantic. Fusconaia masoni
010214 | FESE | | |Logperch, Roanoke |Percina rex

Hurricane Branch (03010201) FESE Yes
060173 | FSST | Il |Pigtoe, Atlantic Fusconaia masoni
010214 |FESE | | |Logperch, Roanoke |Percina rex

Tommeheton Creek (03010201), FESE Yes

060173 | FSST

Pigtoe, Atlantic

Fusconaia masoni

Habitat Predicted for Terrestrial WAP Tier | & Il Species

BOVA Code = Status* Tier** | Common Name Scientific Name

View Map

040385 [ST |I !SDarrow Bachman's !Aimophila

Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks (6 records)

Breeding Bird Atlas Species

View Map of All Query Results
Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks

BBAID Atlas Quadrangle Block Name View Map
Different Species Highest TE® Highest Tier™
47054 Blackstone East, CE 73 \% lYes
47053 Blackstone East, CW 73 v [Yes
47052 Blackstone East, NE 72 v lYes
47051 Blackstone East, NW 68 1 IYes
47056 Blackstone East, SE 63 v lYes
47055 Blackstone East, SW 71 v [Yes

Public Holdings: (1 names)

Name Agency Level

Fort Pickett Military Reservation | U.S. Dept. of Army | Federal

Summary of BOVA Species Associated with Cities and Counties of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

FIPS Code City and County Name Different Species Highest TE Highest Tier

053 [Dinwiddie \ 385 FESE | I
[135 [Nottoway \ 334 FESE | |

USGS 7.5' Quadrangles:
Blackstone East

USGS NRCS Watersheds in Virginia:

N/A

USGS National 6th Order Watersheds Summary of Wildlife Action Plan Tier I, II, Ill, and IV Species:

HU6 Code USGS 6th Order Hydrologic Unit  Different Species

Highest TE Highest Tier

‘CUOB ‘Humcane Branch-Long Branch [ 52‘ FESE | |
[cuio [Tommeheton Creek \ 54 FESE | I

Compiled on 1211212014, 13115 PM V612489.0 fepor=V searhType= R dist= 4828.032 poi= 37,03,10.9 77,56.28.2

|12/12/2014, 1:31:24 PM | DGIE | Credits |
©1998-2014 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Visitor 612489

| Please view our privacy policy |

If you have difficulty reading or accessing documents, please Contact Us for assistance.

12/12/2014 1:48 PM



Enclosure 5: USFWS Species Conclusions Table

Project Name: FASTC
Date: 12/10/14

Species / Resource Name

Conclusion

ESA Section 7 / Eagle Act
Determination

Notes / Documentation

Dwarf Wedgemussel

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Intermittent streams, impaired water quality,
unsuitable substrates. VaFWIS, wetland
delineations and VaARNG Integrated Natural
Resources Management Plan

Roanoke Logperch

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Intermittent streams, impaired water quality, not
documented in these tributaries to the Nottoway
River. VaFWIS, wetland delineations and
VaARNG Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan

Michaux’s Sumac

No suitable habitat present

No effect

No records of occurrence in action area. Action
area is forested and fringe areas are dominated
by large invasive and pioneer shrubs species;
open areas are mowed; burning that benefits the
species does not occur in the action area; utility
easements are either not wide enough to offer
suitable habitat and/or are dominated by invasive
and pioneer species. A survey was conducted in
2012 on Parcel 10, the only potential habitat on
the project site and which is no longer part of the
action area; this species was not found.

Northern Long Eared Bat

Species present

May effect

Biological Assessment will be prepared and
Section 7 ESA conference will be initiated

Red-cockaded
Woodpecker

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Confirmed via VaARNG Integrated Natural
Resources Management Plan and VA Breeding
Bird Atlas.

Atlantic Sturgeon

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Impediments to migration, intermittent streams,
impaired water quality, unsuitable substrates.
Confirmed via VaFWIS and wetland delineations,
VaARNG Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan, VA 303(d) list.

Alewife

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Impediments to migration, intermittent streams,
impaired water quality, unsuitable substrates.
Confirmed via VaFWIS, wetland delineations,
VaARNG Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan, VA 303(d) list.




Blueback Herring

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Impediments to migration, Intermittent streams,
impaired water quality, unsuitable substrates.
Confirmed via VaFWIS, wetland delineations,
VaARNG Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan, VA 303(d) list.

Critical habitat

No critical habitat present

No effect

No effect

Bald Eagle

Unlikely to disturb nesting
bald eagles

Does not intersect with an
eagle concentration area

No Eagle Act permit required

NY1201. No activity within 660’ nest buffer. Bald
Eagle nest is located within %2 mile of an existing,
active firing range and tolerance to the activity
has been demonstrated. No Eagle Act permit
required




Bald Eagle Management Guidelines | Northeast Region, U.S. Fish and W...  http://www.fws.gov/northeast/EcologicalServices/eagleguidelines/notvisi...
Enclosure 6. USFWS Bald Eagle Management Guidelines for Construction

Ecological Services

Northeast Region

Ecological Services Endangered Species Habitat Conservation Contaminants Wetlands Inventory
Bald Eagle Management Guidelines More Resources
Determining Whether Construction or Development Activities Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
Act

may Disturb Nesting Bald Eagles: Step 6

National Bald Eagle Management

Step 6. Documentation Guidelines

You may document that you are following the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's recommendations for avoiding

disturbance of nesting bald eagles by printing this page, then signing and dating it for your records. Permit regulations to authorize
limited "take" of bald eagles or their
nests (pdf)

Your activity is: (Check your selection to document your choice) Bald eagle natural history and

sensitivity (pdf)

Building construction, 3 or more stories

@ Building construction, 1 or 2 story, with a project footprint of more than % acre
Mining
Oil and natural gas drilling and refining

Installation or expansion of marinas with a capacity of 6 or more boats
Management at a Glance

The bald eagle nest (active or alternate nest) cannot be seen from the project site and there is no activity Two factors most influence an
similar to your proposed project within 1 mile of the nest. eagle's response to human activity:

You will adopt the following recommendations to avoid disturbing nesting eagles and their young: . L
1. The activity's visibility from the

1. Maintain a buffer of at least 660 feet (200 meters) between all your activities and the eagle nest and;
nest (including active and alternate nests), and 2. The regular occurrence of similar
activities near the nest.
2. Maintain established landscape buffers that screen the activity from the nest.
General recommendations to avoid
Therefore, disturbance of nesting bald eagles is unlikely to occur. disturbing nesting bald eagles:

1. Keep distance between the
activity and the nest (distance
buffers).

2. Maintain forested or natural
areas between the activity and
Date: the nest tree (landscape buffers).
3. Avoid certain activities during the
nesting season (timing buffers).

Signature:

These recommendations are valid only for the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia.

Back
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Enclosure 7. USFWS Bald Eagle Management Guidelines for Noise

Ecological Services

Northeast Region

Ecological Services Endangered Species Habitat Conservation Contaminants Wetlands Inventory
Bald Eagle Management Guidelines and Conservation Measures More Resources
Determining Whether Blasting or Conducting Other Activities Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
with Loud, Intermittent Noises May Disturb Nesting Bald Eagles: “°
Step 4 National Bald Eagle Management
Guidelines

Step 4. Your activity is blasting or other loud, intermittent noises near nesting bald eagles during the breeding . )
Permit regulations to authorize

season.
limited "take" of bald eagles or their
nests (pdf)
You will avoid blasting and other activities that produce extremely loud noises within 1/2 mile of active Bald eagle natural history and
nests (or within 1 mile in open areas), unless greater tolerance to the activity (or similar activity) has been sensitivity (pdf)
demonstrated by the eagles in the nesting area. Therefore, disturbance of nesting bald eagles is unlikely
to occur.

You may print this page, then sign and date it for your records. This page documents that you are following the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service's recommendations for avoiding disturbance of nesting bald eagles.
Management at a Glance

Signature: Two factors most influence an
Date: eagle's response to human activity:
1. The activity's visibility from the
eagle nest and;
These recommendations are valid only for the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 2. The regular occurrence of similar
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia. activities near the nest.
General recommendations to avoid
disturbing nesting bald eagles:
Back

1. Keep distance between the
activity and the nest (distance
buffers).

2. Maintain forested or natural
areas between the activity and
the nest tree (landscape buffers).

3. Avoid certain activities during the
nesting season (timing buffers).
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