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The Secretary of State presents nhis compliments to Their

Excellencies and Messieurs and Mesdames the Chiefs of Mission

and hhas the honor to refer to bank accounts nmaintained in the

= i

United States by diplomatic missions and consular posts.'

P

Trhe attention of the Chizfs of tlission is directed to
Article 2 of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and

Article 5 of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations which
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describe the functions of diplomatic missions and consular

posts. The attention of the Chaiefs of itission also is dirzactad

g ———

to Article 41 of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations

which provides that "The nremises of the nmission nust not be
used in any manner incompatible with the functions of the
missinon as laid deawn in tne pr?sent Convention or by other
rules of general international law or by any special agreements
in force bhetween the sending and the receiving State.” Article
55 of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations recognizes a
similar obligation in regard to consular establishmants.,

In the view of the United States Government, the use of the

sremises or other property of diplomatic missions or consular
posts to engage in commercial activity (other than that -
incidental to the maintenance and operation of the aission or

post, or incidentialwtoa.thg, performance of diplomatic and

consular functions), is incompatible with the status of those -
3
establishments. 1In this respect, in the view of the United it
e

States, the use of bank accounts belonging tO OrC haeld by e
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jiplomatic missions or consular posts for commercial

transactions unrelated to the maintenance, operation, or

performance of diplomatic or consular functions, is not

compatible with the status of the missions or posts, and of the

privileges and immunities accorded for the efficient

performance o
the Chief
that bank accounts belon
or consular posts are not used for commerc
the sending state desires thit

for such activities, the dip

f diplomatic and consular functions. Accordingly,

s of Mission are reminded of the obligation to ensure
ying to or held by diplomatic nissions
ial ‘activities. If
a bank account he established
lomatic mission or consular post

should establish the account in the name of the agency Ol

enterprise of the sending State that will engage in such

actiﬁity and not in the name of the mission or nost.

The United States Government takes seriously any violation

of the general prohibition or such uses of the premises and

property of the mission or post. Disregard of this requirement

in respect to bank accounts may jeopardize the special status

counts by the United States under the Vienna
The

accorded those ac

conventions and general principles of international law.

requests the cooperation of the Chiefs of tiission in
ed with

Department

assuring that this requirement will he strictly compli

in the United States.
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Department of State,

Washington, March 25, 1SB7.
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