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ATTACHMENT

PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A, REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL
DETERMINATION (JD): 5-29-2012

B. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON REQUESTING PRELIMINARY JD:
Luke DuPont of Cardno TEC, Inc. 11817 Canon Blvd., Newport News, VA

On behalf of U.S. State Department — Bureau of Diplomatic Security

C. DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER: NAO 2012-1084

(Hurricane Branch, Birchin Creek and associated Tributaries)

D. PROJECT LOCATION(S) AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Fort
Pickett 3 parcels LRA9, LRA 10, and 21/20
(USE THE ATTACHED TABLE TO DOCUMENT MULTIPLE WATERBODIES
AT DIFFERENT SITES)
State:VA County/parish/borough: Nottoway City: Blackstone
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):

Lat. For LRA 9 (center) 37-03-22 °, Long. -77-57-27 °
Lat. For LRA10 (center) 37-04-14 ° Long. -77-58-47 °
Lat. For 21/20 (center)  37-03-43 ,Long. -77-56-02 °

Pick List.
Name of nearest waterbody: Unnamed Tributaries Birchin Creek and
Hurricane Branch

Identify (estimate) amount of waters in the review area:
Non-wetland waters: 97,000 linear feet of stream
Cowardin Class: Riverine
Stream Flow:

Wetlands: 105 acres
Cowardin Class: Palustrine

Name of any water bodies on the site that have been identified as Section 10
waters:

Tidal: None

Non-Tidal: None

E. REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT
APPLY):
[] Office (Desk) Determination. Date: 5-2-2012



Field Determination. Date(s): 5-2-2012. The Corps of Engineers believes
that there may be jurisdictional waters of the United States on the subject site,
and the permit applicant or other affected party who requested this
preliminary JD is hereby advised of his or her option to request and obtain an
approved jurisdictional determination (JD) for that site. Nevertheless, the
permit applicant or other person who requested this preliminary JD has
declined to exercise the option to obtain an approved JD in this instance and
at this time.

2. In any circumstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual permit, or
a Nationwide General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring
“pre-construction notification” (PCN), or requests verification for a non-reporting
NWP or other general permit, and the permit applicant has not requested an
approved JD for the activity, the permit applicant is hereby made aware of the
following: (1) the permit applicant has elected to seek a permit authorization
based on a preliminary JD, which does not make an official determination of
jurisdictional waters; (2) that the applicant has the option to request an approved
JD before accepting the terms and conditions of the permit authorization, and
that basing a permit authorization on an approved JD could possibly result in less
compensatory mitigation being required or different special conditions; (3) that
the applicant has the right to request an individual permit rather than accepting
the terms and conditions of the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4)
that the applicant can accept a permit authorization and thereby agree to comply
with all the terms and conditions of that permit, including whatever mitigation
requirements the Corps has determined to be necessary; (5) that undertaking
any activity in reliance upon the subject permit authorization without requesting
an approved JD constitutes the applicant’s acceptance of the use of the
preliminary JD, but that either form of JD will be processed as soon as is
practicable; (6) accepting a permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered
individual permit) or undertaking any activity in reliance on any form of Corps
permit authorization based on a preliminary JD constitutes agreement that all
wetlands and other water bodies on the site affected in any way by that activity
are jurisdictional waters of the United States, and precludes any challenge to
such jurisdiction in any administrative or judicial compliance or enforcement
action, or in any administrative appeal or in any Federal court; and (7) whether
the applicant elects to use either an approved JD or a preliminary JD, that JD
will be processed as soon as is practicable. Further, an approved JD, a proffered
individual permit (and all terms and conditions contained therein), or individual
permit denial can be administratively appealed pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 331,
and that in any administrative appeal, jurisdictional issues can be raised (see 33
C.F.R. 331.5(a)(2)). If, during that administrative appeal, it becomes necessary
to make an official determination whether CWA jurisdiction exists over a site, or
to provide an official delineation of jurisdictional waters on the site, the Corps will
provide an approved JD to accomplish that result, as soon as is practicable.



This preliminary JD finds that there “may be” waters of the United States on the
subject project site, and identifies all aquatic features on the site that could be
affected by the proposed activity, based on the following information:
SUPPORTING DATA. Data reviewed for preliminary JD (check all that apply
- checked items should be included in case file and, where checked and
requested, appropriately reference sources below):
x Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the

applicant/consultant:

xData sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.
x Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.
[ ] Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.

[ ] Data sheets prepared by the Corps:
[| Corps navigable waters’ study:

[ ] U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:

[ ] USGS NHD data.
[ JUSGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.

[ ] U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:

[ ] USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation:

[ National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name:
[ ] State/Local wetland inventory map(s):
[ ] FEMA/FIRM maps:

[ ] 100-year Floodplain Elevation is: (National Geodectic Vertical Datum

of 1929)
X Photographs: [ Aerial (Name & Date):unknown.

or [_] Other (Name & Date):
[] Previous determination(s). File no. and date of response letter:
[ ] Other information (please specify):
IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not

necessarily been verified by the Corps and should not be relied upon for
later jurisdictional determinations.

P g
| AT fffx— - 05/30/12

Signature and date of Signature and date of




Regulatory Project Manager person requesting preliminary JD
(REQUIRED) (REQUIRED, unless obtaining
the signature is impracticable)



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NORFOLK DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
FORT NORFOLK, 803 FRONT STREET
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23510-1096

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF: August 17, 2012

PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION

Eastern Virginia Regulatory Section
NAO 2012-1084 (Hurricane Branch, Birchin Creek and associated Tributaries)

Mr. Myles J. Goodman
Environmental Planning

U.S. GSA Mid Atlantic Region
20 N 8™ Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Mr. Goodman:

This letter is in regard to your request for a preliminary jurisdictional determination for
limits of waters of the U.S. at 4 additional parcels of land as part of the proposed Department of
State, Foreign Affairs Security Training Center, located at Fort Pickett, near Blackstone,
Nottoway County Virginia. These parcels are in addition to approximately 1700 acres
previously reviewed as parcels ‘Parcel LRA , ‘Parcel 10,’, and ‘Parcel 21/20°. These additional
4 areas are referred to as: ‘Parcel 10 Access Roadway’,” Range 8 Parcel”, the ‘Grid Parcel and
‘LRA 2’ (a small parcel added at the S. end of LRA).

On July 13, 2012, Mr. Irwin Garskof of this office met with your consultant Luke DuPont of
Cardno TEC, Inc., and again on August 16, 2012 Mr. Irwin Garskof of this office and Ms Julie
Hamilton also of this office, met with your consultant Luke DuPont of Cardno TEC, Inc and
Mark Bushing of the Virginia Department of Environmental Protection and to inspect the subject
site and review the submitted plans, report and supplemental documents, to determine the limit
of jurisdictional waters of the U.S. for these additional parcels. All field reviews have been
completed and the final set of delineation maps/plans were received by this office with cover
letters dated June 25, 2012 (Grid Parcel) and July 7, 2012 (‘Parcel 10 Access Roadway’, and ’
Range 8 Parcel). (Please note that a separate report was not required for the small addition to
Parcel LRA, referred to as ‘Parcel LRA 2’ referenced above) )

These plans as amended accurately portray the location(s) of waters and/or wetlands at this
site. The basis for this delineation includes application of the Corps’ 1987 Wetland Delineation
Manual and the positive indicators of wetland hydrology, hydric soils, and hydrophytic
vegetation and the presence of an ordinary high water mark.

Discharges of dredged or fill material, including those associated with mechanized land
clearing, into waters and/or wetlands on this site may require a Department of the Army permit
and authorization by state and local authorities including a Virginia Water Protection Permit
from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), a permit from the Virginia



Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) and/or a permit from your local wetlands board. This
letter is a confirmation of the Corps preliminary jurisdiction for the waters and/or wetlands on

the subject property and does not authorize any work in these areas. Please obtain all required

permits before starting work in the delineated waters/wetland areas.

This is a preliminary jurisdictional determination and is therefore not a legally binding
determination regarding whether Corps jurisdiction applies to the waters or wetlands in question.
Accordingly, you may either consent to jurisdiction as set out in this preliminary jurisdictional
determination and the attachments hereto if you agree with the determination, or you may
request and obtain an approved jurisdictional determination. This preliminary jurisdictional
determination and associated wetland delineation map may be submitted with a permit
application.

Enclosed are two copies of the “Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination Form™. Please
review the document, sign both copies, return one copy to the Corps (PO Box 1046, Clarksville,
VA 23927) within 30 days of receipt and keep one for your records. This delineation of waters
and/or wetlands is valid for a period of five years from the date of this letter unless new
information warrants revision prior to the expiration date.

If you have any questions concerning this matter or would like further assistance, please
contact Mr. Garskof at (434) 374 5406 or irwin.garskoff@usace.army.mil. Thank you.

Sincerely,

\ﬁ_'\ -
\ Aoy CEK \

,\ R S -
for Kimberly Prisco-Baggett
Chief, Eastern Virginia Regulatory Section

Enclosures: Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination Form (2 copies)

Copy Furnished:
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, BRRO, Attn Mark Bushing

Page 2 of 2
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ATTACHMENT

PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL
DETERMINATION (JD): 8-17-2012

B. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON REQUESTING PRELIMINARY JD

Mr. Myles J. Goodman
Environmental Planning

U.S. GSA Mid Atlantic Region
20 N 8" Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

C. DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER: :
Eastern Virginia Regulatory Section
NAO 2012-1084 (Hurricane Branch, Birchin Creek and associated Tributaries)
D. PROJECT LOCATION(S) AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Fort Pickett,
Nottoway County VA

(USE THE ATTACHED TABLE TO DOCUMENT MULTIPLE WATERBODIES AT
DIFFERENT SITES)
State: VA County/parish/borough: Nottoway County City: near Blackstone
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):Center:
Lat start: 37-03-22
Long start: -77-58-47

Universal Transverse Mercator:
Name of nearest waterbody: Hurricane Branch

|dentify (estimate) amount of waters in the review area:
Total waters: (ft) and/or acres
Cowardin Class:
Cowardin Class: -

Name of any water bodies on the site that have been identified as Section 10 waters:

E. REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):

[ ] Office (Desk) Determination. Date:

X Field Determination. Date(s): Various
1. The Corps of Engineers believes that there may be jurisdictional waters of the United
States on the subject site, and the permit applicant or other affected party who requested this



preliminary JD is hereby advised of his or her option to request and obtain an approved
jurisdictional determination (JD) for that site. Nevertheless, the permit applicant or other
person who requested this preliminary JD has declined to exercise the option to obtain an
approved JD in this instance and at this time.

2. In any circumstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual permit, or a
Nationwide General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring “pre-
construction notification” (PCN), or requests verification for a non-reporting NWP or other
general permit, and the permit applicant has not requested an approved JD for the activity,
the permit applicant is hereby made aware of the following: (1) the permit applicant has
elected to seek a permit authorization based on a preliminary JD, which does not make an
official determination of jurisdictional waters; (2) that the applicant has the option to request
an approved JD before accepting the terms and conditions of the permit authorization, and
that basing a permit authorization on an approved JD could possibly result in less
compensatory mitigation being required or different special conditions; (3) that the applicant
has the right to request an individual permit rather than accepting the terms and conditions of
the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4) that the applicant can accept a permit
authorization and thereby agree to comply with all the terms and conditions of that permit,
including whatever mitigation requirements the Corps has determined to be necessary; (5)
that undertaking any activity in reliance upon the subject permit authorization without
requesting an approved JD constitutes the applicant’s acceptance of the use of the
preliminary JD, but that either form of JD will be processed as soon as is practicable; (6)
accepting a permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered individual permit) or undertaking
any activity in reliance on any form of Corps permit authorization based on a preliminary JD
constitutes agreement that all wetlands and other water bodies on the site affected in any
way by that activity are jurisdictional waters of the United States, and precludes any
challenge to such jurisdiction in any administrative or judicial compliance or enforcement
action, or in any administrative appeal or in any Federal court; and (7) whether the applicant
elects to use either an approved JD or a preliminary JD, that JD will be processed as soon
as is practicable. Further, an approved JD, a proffered individual permit (and all terms and
conditions contained therein), or individual permit denial can be administratively appealed
pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 331, and that in any administrative appeal, jurisdictional issues
can be raised (see 33 C.F.R. 331.5(a)(2)). If, during that administrative appeal, it becomes
necessary to make an official determination whether CWA jurisdiction exists over a site, or to
provide an official delineation of jurisdictional waters on the site, the Corps will provide an
approved JD to accomplish that result, as soon as is practicable.
This preliminary JD finds that there “may be” waters of the United States on the subject
project site, and identifies all aquatic features on the site that could be affected by the
proposed activity, based on the following information:
SUPPORTING DATA. Data reviewed for preliminary JD (check all that apply - checked
items should be included in case file and, where checked and requested, appropriately
reference sources below):

Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:
Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.

<] Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.

[] Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.



[ ] Data sheets prepared by the Corps:
[ ] Corps navigable waters’ study:

[] U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:

[ ] USGS NHD data.
[ ] USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.
<] U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:7.5 min.

[ ] USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation:
[] National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name:

[ ] State/Local wetland inventory map(s):

[ ] FEMA/FIRM maps:

[] 100-year Floodplain Elevation is: (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929)
[] Photographs: [ Aerial (Name & Date):Undated

or [_] Other (Name & Date):

[] Previous determination(s). File no. and date of response letter:
[] Other information (please specify): .

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not necessarily been
verified by the Corps and should not be relied upon for later jurisdictional
determinations.

“(

\ oo CEA \1 ‘ VQ%
8-17-2012 Z w// AL — 8/18/12

Signature and date of Signature and date of
Regulatory Project Manager person requesting preliminary JD
(REQUIRED) (REQUIRED, unless obtaining the signature

is impracticable)



ATTACHMENT

PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION FORM

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

A. REPORT COMPLETION DATE FOR PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL
DETERMINATION (JD): 8-17-2012

B. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON REQUESTING PRELIMINARY JD

Mr. Myles J. Goodman
Environmental Planning

U.S. GSA Mid Atlantic Region
20 N 8" Street

Philadelphia, PA 19107

C. DISTRICT OFFICE, FILE NAME, AND NUMBER: :
Eastern Virginia Regulatory Section
NAO 2012-1084 (Hurricane Branch, Birchin Creek and associated Tributaries)
D. PROJECT LOCATION(S) AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Fort Pickett,
Nottoway County VA

(USE THE ATTACHED TABLE TO DOCUMENT MULTIPLE WATERBODIES AT
DIFFERENT SITES)
State: VA County/parish/borough: Nottoway County City: near Blackstone
Center coordinates of site (lat/long in degree decimal format):Center:
Lat start: 37-03-22
Long start: -77-58-47

Universal Transverse Mercator:
Name of nearest waterbody: Hurricane Branch

|dentify (estimate) amount of waters in the review area:
Total waters: (ft) and/or acres
Cowardin Class:
Cowardin Class: -

Name of any water bodies on the site that have been identified as Section 10 waters:

E. REVIEW PERFORMED FOR SITE EVALUATION (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):

[] Office (Desk) Determination. Date:

> Field Determination. Date(s): Various
1. The Corps of Engineers believes that there may be jurisdictional waters of the United
States on the subject site, and the permit applicant or other affected party who requested this



preliminary JD is hereby advised of his or her option to request and obtain an approved
jurisdictional determination (JD) for that site. Nevertheless, the permit applicant or other
person who requested this preliminary JD has declined to exercise the option to obtain an
approved JD in this instance and at this time.

2. In any circumstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual permit, or a
Nationwide General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring “pre-
construction notification” (PCN), or requests verification for a non-reporting NWP or other
general permit, and the permit applicant has not requested an approved JD for the activity,
the permit applicant is hereby made aware of the following: (1) the permit applicant has
elected to seek a permit authorization based on a preliminary JD, which does not make an
official determination of jurisdictional waters; (2) that the applicant has the option to request
an approved JD before accepting the terms and conditions of the permit authorization, and
that basing a permit authorization on an approved JD could possibly result in less
compensatory mitigation being required or different special conditions; (3) that the applicant
has the right to request an individual permit rather than accepting the terms and conditions of
the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4) that the applicant can accept a permit
authorization and thereby agree to comply with all the terms and conditions of that permit,
including whatever mitigation requirements the Corps has determined to be necessary; (5)
that undertaking any activity in reliance upon the subject permit authorization without
requesting an approved JD constitutes the applicant’s acceptance of the use of the
preliminary JD, but that either form of JD will be processed as soon as is practicable; (6)
accepting a permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered individual permit) or undertaking
any activity in reliance on any form of Corps permit authorization based on a preliminary JD
constitutes agreement that all wetlands and other water bodies on the site affected in any
way by that activity are jurisdictional waters of the United States, and precludes any
challenge to such jurisdiction in any administrative or judicial compliance or enforcement
action, or in any administrative appeal or in any Federal court; and (7) whether the applicant
elects to use either an approved JD or a preliminary JD, that JD will be processed as soon
as is practicable. Further, an approved JD, a proffered individual permit (and all terms and
conditions contained therein), or individual permit denial can be administratively appealed
pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 331, and that in any administrative appeal, jurisdictional issues
can be raised (see 33 C.F.R. 331.5(a)(2)). If, during that administrative appeal, it becomes
necessary to make an official determination whether CWA jurisdiction exists over a site, or to
provide an official delineation of jurisdictional waters on the site, the Corps will provide an
approved JD to accomplish that result, as soon as is practicable.
This preliminary JD finds that there ‘“may be” waters of the United States on the subject
project site, and identifies all aquatic features on the site that could be affected by the
proposed activity, based on the following information:
SUPPORTING DATA. Data reviewed for preliminary JD (check all that apply - checked
items should be included in case file and, where checked and requested, appropriately
reference sources below):

Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant:

Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant.
[X] Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report.
[_] Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report.



[] Data sheets prepared by the Corps:
(] Corps navigable waters’ study:

[ ] U.S. Geological Survey Hydrologic Atlas:

[[] USGS NHD data.
[ ] USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps.
U.S. Geological Survey map(s). Cite scale & quad name:7.5 min.

[ ] USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation:
[ ] National wetlands inventory map(s). Cite name:

[_] State/Local wetland inventory map(s):

[ ] FEMA/FIRM maps:

[] 100-year Floodplain Elevation is: (National Geodectic Vertical Datum of 1929)
[ ] Photographs: [X] Aerial (Name & Date):Undated
or [_| Other (Name & Date):

[] Previous determination(s). File no. and date of response letter:
[] Other information (please specify): .

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not necessarily been
verified by the Corps and should not be relied upon for later jurisdictional
determinations.

k\\ i
\ A gt ({’__T.i_\,f\ A /77 -~
\ | A _ o —
8-17-2012 [~ A A - 8/18/12
Signature and date of Signature and date of
Regulatory Project Manager person requesting preliminary JD
(REQUIRED) (REQUIRED, unless obtaining the signature

is impracticable)
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From: Myles J. Vaughan
NEPA Program Manager
Urban Development / Good Neighbor Program Rep
Environment Section, FMSP Division
GSA Mid-Atlantic Region
The Strawbridge’s Building
20 N. 8th Street, 9th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3191

To:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Virginia Field Office
6669 Short Lane
Gloucester, Virginia 23061

December 12, 2014

RE: Online Project Review Request, Proposed Development of a U.S. Department Of
State, Bureau Of Diplomatic Security Foreign Affairs Security Training Center in
Nottoway County, Virginia.

We have reviewed the referenced project using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Virginia Field Office’s online project review process and have followed all guidance and
instructions in completing the review. We completed our review on December 12, 2014 and are
submitting our project review package in accordance with the instructions for further review.

The proposed project is the development of a U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Diplomatic
Security Foreign Affairs Security Training Center in Nottoway County, Virginia. The proposed
development would occur on three parcels of land at the Army National Guard Maneuver
Training Center (ARNG-MTC) Fort Pickett, managed by Virginia ARNG, and Nottoway County
Local Redevelopment Authority (LRA) in Nottoway County, Virginia, near the town of
Blackstone; referred to herein as ARNG-MTC Parcels 21/20 and Grid Parcel, and Nottoway
County LRA Parcel 9 (Enclosure 1). These parcels comprise the action area. The use of Parcel
21/20 and Grid Parcel would be authorized by a Land Use Permit with the Department of the
Army supplemented with a Memorandum of Understanding with Virginia Army National Guard
(VaARNG) for use of facilities to be shared. LRA Parcel 9 would be purchased from Nottoway
County.

The proposed FASTC facility would consolidate hard skills tactical training functions currently
taking place at various leased and contracted facilities at one center and would improve training
efficiency and provide priority access to training venues from which DS may effectively conduct
hard skills training to meet increased demands for well-trained personnel. Facilities that would
be constructed to support the FASTC program include a Core Area (classrooms, fitness center,
administration, and Tactical Training), High Speed Driving Track Area, Off Road/Unimproved
Driving Track Area, a Mock Urban Training Environment, Explosives Training Environment,
and Firearms Training Environment (Enclosure 2). Student housing would not be included in the
FASTC facility, and students would be transported by shuttles to and from hotels/motels in the
local or regional area.



The proposed FASTC facility would require the clearing of approximately 365 acres of forest
and 41 acres of shrub and urban/range grass for the construction of facilities. Approximately 180
acres would be restored in areas that need to be landscaped using native plant communities, of
which 87 acres would be forest.

During the development and planning process, GSA and DOS developed approximately 14
alternative layouts or configurations of the project venues on the Fort Pickett/Nottoway County
site that had potential to be functional according to the needs of the FASTC program and that
would minimize potential impacts on natural resources and the built environment. The analysis
culminated in two build alternatives that were vetted as part of the GSA Design Excellence
review process and analyzed in a 2012 publically-released Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. In early 2013, all efforts and work on the proposed site at Fort Pickett and Nottoway
County’s LRA area was put on hold pending additional due diligence and reviews at an existing
federal training site in Georgia. During this time period, DOS also assessed the scope and size of
the FASTC project and determined a smaller platform was more fiscally prudent. In April 2014,
the earlier DOS selection of the proposed site for FASTC at Fort Pickett and Nottoway County
was reaffirmed and a Master Plan Update was completed. Because of the reduced scope of the
action, the 2012 alternatives are no longer feasible, and Build Alternative 3 was developed.
Build Alternative 3 is generally based on 2012 Build Alternatives 1 and 2, with modifications
developed in the 2014 Master Plan Update. Site layout alternatives for the proposed FASTC
facilities were considered throughout the process of development of Build Alternative 3 in order
to meet DS hard skills program requirements while minimizing environmental impacts. Build
Alternative 3 would have direct and indirect adverse impacts to wetlands, streams, and forest, but
they are reduced as compared with the 2012 Build Alternatives 1 and 2. GSA is requesting your
review of Build Alternative 3, which is described below and depicted on Enclosure 2 of the
Project Review Package.

Build Alternative 3

Under Alternative 3, the facilities would be constructed on Parcel 21/20, the Grid Parcel, and
LRA Parcel 9 (Enclosure 2). The Core Area would be located on the Grid parcel and the
southeastern portion of LRA Parcel 9. A dense development footprint minimizes encroachment
on existing wetlands.

The Firearms Training Environment would be located on the southeast portion of Parcel 21/20
and has been consolidated as compared with the 2012 alternatives. Range buildings are located
to maximize the use of existing roads and an existing ARNG-MTC 300 meter firing range
(Range 8), which would minimize the area of development and associated environmental
impacts.

The Explosives Training Environment would be located in the northern portion of Parcel 21/20.
Access to the Explosives Ranges would be achieved with a combination of new roads and
existing tank trails. Individual explosive pads are positioned to keep all blast fragment
clearances entirely within Parcel 21/20 boundaries.

The Mock Urban Training Environment would be situated in the eastern portion of LRA Parcel 9
near the Core Area, and the High Speed Driving Track and Off Road/Unimproved Driving Track
Areas would occupy the majority of the remaining land area on LRA Parcel 9.

The location of the project and the action area are identified on the enclosed map (Enclosure 1).



Due to the size of the entire project, FASTC would be designed in five separate packages and
constructed in up to five phases, depending on funding, over a five-year period. Construction of
Package 1 would begin in the summer of 2015, and would consist of venues essential to the
operation of 10% of the FASTC training program. Construction of Packages 2 and 3 would
begin in fall/winter of 2015/2016, and construction of Packages 4 and 5 would begin in
fall/winter of 2016/2017. Construction of all phases would be complete and FASTC would be
fully operational in 2020.

This project review is needed for USFWS concurrence with the effects of the proposed action
under the Endangered Species Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act. GSA is the
action proponent for the proposed project and is acting in cooperation with DOS, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and National Guard Bureau. The
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will have permitting authority over this action as it would affect
waters of the U.S. (i.e. jurisdictional wetlands) and would participate in consultation with your
agency, if deemed necessary.

The enclosed project review package provides the information about federal species and critical
habitat identified on USFWS Information, Planning and Conservation System (Enclosure 3),
federal species identified on the Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service database
(Enclosure 4), the species conclusions table with determinations for the species that may be
affected by the project (Enclosure 5), and bald eagle management guidelines considered in our
review (Enclosures 6 and 7).

The northern long-eared bat (myotis septentrionalis) has been proposed for listing as federally
endangered. A survey for this species has been conducted in the action area, and this species has
been confirmed to be present. A report of the findings of the survey has been submitted to your
office. A Biological Assessment for northern long-eared bat and a determination of effects of the
proposed project is being prepared and will be submitted to USFWS in the coming week along
with a request for conference under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.

For additional information, please contact me at myles.vaughan@gsa.gov or 215-756-5948.

Sincerely,

M&/Ies J. Vaughan
NEPA Program Manager

Enclosures: Project Review Package Enclosures

Copies to: Chuck Raderstorf, U.S. Department of State
Julie Hamilton, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Barbara Rudnick, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Anna Hudson, National Guard Bureau
Katie Clayton Virginia Army National Guard
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Parcel Boundary Enclosure 1. Project Location Map

0 025 05 075 1 Blackstone East Quadrangle
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Fort Pickett Property Boundary

Pearing Ave

200 400 600 1000

Legend

] Fort Pickett @ Bald Eagle Nest

[ ] Parcel Boundary L__] 660 Foot Nest Buffer
—— Roads

—— Rivers and Streams

Source: ESRI, Cardno, Kieran Timberlake (2014)

FASTC Concept Plan
I Buildings

Drive Tracks and Roads

Clearing
I Bare Ground
Il \Wetlands
8 Wetland Buffer

Enclosure 2.

U.S. General Services Administration
Environmental Impact Statement
FASTC Nottoway County, VA




Enclosure 3. Official USFWS Species List for Build Alternative 3

United States Department of the Interior mw@%—vj

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
PHONE: (804)693-6694 FAX: (804)693-9032
URL: www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

Consultation Tracking Number: 05E2V A00-2015-SL 1-0446 December 03, 2014
Project Name: FASTC

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project.

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of
your proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The specieslist fulfills
the requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, asamended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change thislist. Please feel free to
contact usif you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impactsto
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of
the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can
be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be
completed by visiting the ECOS-1PaC website at regular intervals during project planning and
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested
through the ECOS-1PaC system by compl eting the same process used to receive the enclosed
list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2)
of the Act and itsimplementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required
to utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and
endangered species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered
species and/or designated critical habitat.

A Biologica Assessment isrequired for construction projects (or other undertakings having



similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than maor construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to aBiological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If aFederal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation,
that listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency isrequired to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook™ at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GL OS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan

(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle _guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
Impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at:
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdl ssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm;
http://www.towerkill.com; and

http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdl ssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of thisletter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment


http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF
http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm
http://www.towerkill.com
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/comtow.html

fe us.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

»% Project name: FASTC

o e TR

Official SpeciesList

Provided by:
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
(804) 693-6694
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafiel d/

Consultation Tracking Number: 05E2V A00-2015-SL1-0446
Project Type: Development
Project Description: Development of a Foreign Affairs Security Training Center ar Fort Pickett

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 12/03/2014 12:08 PM
1



http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac

7= | United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

- 4 Project name: FASTC

POWERED EY i

esri

Project Coordinates; MULTIPOLY GON (((-77.967565 37.0638213, -77.9428458 37.0643898, -
77.9426741 37.0754774, -77.9239631 37.0703961, -77.9256797 37.0583488, -77.9294562
37.0572529, -77.9337477 37.0588967, -77.9400992 37.051636, -77.9543471 37.0473888, -
77.9634452 37.0494439, -77.9644751 37.05054, -77.9711699 37.0588967, -77.9684233
37.0616365, -77.967565 37.0638213)))

Project Counties: Nottoway, VA

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 12/03/2014 12:08 PM
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SERVICE

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

fe us.
‘ FISH & WILDLIFE

* 7 Project name: FASTC

TR

Endangered Species Act SpeciesList

There are atotal of 4 threatened or endangered species on your species list. Species on thislist should be considered in
an effects analysis for your project and could include species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain
fish may appear on the species list because a project could affect downstream species. Critical habitats listed under the
Has Critical Habitat column may or may not lie within your project area. See the Critical habitats within your
project area section further below for critical habitat that lies within your project. Please contact the designated FWS
officeif you have questions.

Clams Status Has Critical Habitat | Condition(s)

Dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta Endangered
heterodon)

Population: Entire

Fishes

Roanoke logperch (Percina rex) Endangered

Population: Entire

Flowering Plants

Michaux's sumac (Rhus michauxii) Endangered
Mammals

northern long-eared Bat (Myotis Proposed
septentrionalis) Endangered

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 12/03/2014 12:08 PM
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FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

4 Project name: FASTC

TR

Critical habitatsthat lie within your project area

There are no critical habitats within your project area.

http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac, 12/03/2014 12:08 PM
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VaFWIS Map
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Enclosure 4 VaFWIS Species List

Site Location
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Point of Search 37,03,10.9 -77,56,28.2
Map Location 37,03,10.9 -77,56,28.2

Select Coordinate System: @ Degrees,Minutes,Seconds Latitude - Longitude
Decimal Degrees Latitude - Longitude
Meters UTM NAD83 East North Zone

Meters UTM NAD27 East North Zone

Base Map source: USGS 1:100,000 topographic maps (see Microsoft terraserver-usa.com for details)

Map projection is UTM Zone 18 NAD 1983 with left 233659 and top 4109602. Pixel size is 16
meters . Coordinates displayed are Degrees, Minutes, Seconds North and West. Map is currently
displayed as 600 columns by 600 rows for a total of 360000 pixles. The map display represents
9600 meters east to west by 9600 meters north to south for a total of 92.1 square kilometers. The

12/12/2014 1:48 PM


http://vafwis.org/maps/zMapFormJava.asp?autoscale=14&coord=LL&di

VaFWIS Map

http://vafwis.org/maps/zMapFormJava.asp?autoscale=14&coord=LL&di...

map display represents 31501 feet east to west by 31501 feet north to south for a total of 35.5
square miles.

Topographic maps and Black and white aerial photography for year 1990+-

are from the United States Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey.

Color aerial photography aquired 2002 is from Virginia Base Mapping Program, Virginia
Geographic Information Network.

Shaded topographic maps are from TOPO! ©2006 National Geographic
http://www.national.geographic.com/topo

All other map products are from the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries.

map assembled 2014-12-12 13:43:59  (ga/qc December 5, 2012 8:04 - tn=612489.0
dist=4828.032 Visitor )
$p0i=37.0530278 -77.9411667

2 of 2

| DGIF | Credits | Disclaimer | Contact shirl.dressler@dgif.virginia.gov |Please view our privacy policy |
© 1998-2014 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
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VaFWIS GeographicSelect Options

1of2

Commonwealth of Virginia  Governor

Home » By Place Name » VaFWIS GeographicSelect Options

Visitor Options
Species Information
By Name

By Land
Management

References
Geographic Search

By Map

By Coordinates

By Place Name

Help

Show This Page as
Printer Friendly

VaFWIS Search Report Compiled on 12/12/2014, 1:31:14 PM

Observations reported or potential habitat occurs within a 3 mile radius around point a point 0.9 miles from Fort Pickett Military Nottoway

(at 37,03,10.9 -77,56,28.2)
in 053 Dinwiddie County, 135 Nottoway County, VA

479 Known or Likely Species ordered by Status Concern for Conservation
(displaying first 30) (30 species with Status* or Tier I** or Tier II**)

BOVA Code = Status* Tier** Common Name Scientific Name
010214 FESE 1 Logperch, Roanoke Percina rex

040228 FESE I Woodpecker, red-cockaded  [Picoides borealis
010032 FESE I} Sturgeon, Atlantic Acipenser oxyrinchus
060003 FESE I Wedgemussel, dwarf Alasmidonta heterodon
060006 SE 1 Floater, brook Alasmidonta varicosa
040129 ST I Sandpiper. upland Bartramia longicauda
040293 ST I Shrike, loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus
040385 ST I Sparrow, Bachman's Aimophila aestivalis
020002 ST 1} Treefrog, barking Hyla gratiosa

060081 ST I} Floater, green Lasmigona subviridis
060173 FSST I Pigtoe, Atlantic Fusconaia masoni
010070 ST v Shiner, whitemouth Notropis alborus
040292 ST Shrike, migrant loggerhead  [Lanius ludovicianus migrans
050022 FP Bat, northern long-eared Myotis septentrionalis
010038 FC v Alewife Alosa pseudoharengus
010045 FC Herring, blueback Alosa aestivalis
040093 FS 1} Eagle, bald Haliaeetus leucocephalus
060029 FS 1] Lance, yellow Elliptio lanceolata
070105 FS 1] Crayfish, Chowanoke Orconectes virginiensis
030063 cC 1l Turtle, spotted Clemmys guttata
010077 | Shiner, bridle Notropis bifrenatus
040225 I Sapsucker, yellow-bellied Sphyrapicus varius
040319 | Warbler, black-throated green |Dendroica virens
010174 I} Bass. Roanoke Ambloplites cavifrons
010432 1} Madtom, spotted-margin Noturus insignis ssp 1
040052 I} Duck, American black Anas rubripes

040036 I} Night-heron. yellow-crowned |Nyctanassa violacea violacea!
040105 1} Rail, king Rallus elegans
040320 0} Warbler, cerulean Dendroica cerulea
040266 I} Wren, winter Troglodytes troglodytes
To view All 479 species View 479
* FE=Federal Endangered; FT=Federal Threatened; SE=State ST=State Tl ; FP=

**|=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier | - Critical Conservation Need;

Proposed; FC=Federal Candidate;

1I=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier Il - Very High Conservation Need;

Anadromous Fish Use Streams

N/A

Impediments to Fish Passage (3 records)

View Map of All

Fish Impediments

ID Name River

View Map

228 |BIRCHIN LAKE DAM BIRCHIN CREEK |Yes

226 |BUTTERWOOD LAKE UPPER DAM [BIRCHIN CREEK |Yes

227 |BUTTERWOOD LOWER DAM BIRCHIN CREEK |Yes

Threatened and Endangered Waters

N/A

Managed Trout Streams

N/A

Bald Eagle Concentration Areas and Roosts

N/A

http://vafwis.org/fwis/?Title=VVaFWIS+GeographicSelect+Options&poi=...

Skip to Content

View Map of

Site Location

FS=Federal Species of Concern;

111=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier IIl - High Conservation Need;

CC=Collection Concern

IV=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier IV - Moderate Conservation Need

Privacy Policy ~Contact Us
Search VaDGIF ~ Go

12/12/2014 1:48 PM



VaFWIS GeographicSelect Options

2 of 2

Bald Eagle Nests

N/A

Habitat Predicted for Aquatic WAP Tier | & Il Species (3 Reaches)

http://vafwis.org/fwis/?Title=VVaFWIS+GeographicSelect+Options&poi=...

View Map Combined Reaches from Below of Habitat Predicted for WAP Tier | & Il Aquatic Species

Tier Species
Stream Name View Map
Highest TE® BOVA Code, Status*, Tler**, Common & Scientific Name

010214 |FESE | | |Logperch, Roanoke |Percina rex

Birchin Creek (03010201) FESE Yes
060173 | FSST | I |Pigtoe. Atlantic. Fusconaia masoni
010214 | FESE | | |Logperch, Roanoke |Percina rex

Hurricane Branch (03010201) FESE Yes
060173 | FSST | Il |Pigtoe, Atlantic Fusconaia masoni
010214 |FESE | | |Logperch, Roanoke |Percina rex

Tommeheton Creek (03010201), FESE Yes

060173 | FSST

Pigtoe, Atlantic

Fusconaia masoni

Habitat Predicted for Terrestrial WAP Tier | & Il Species

BOVA Code = Status* Tier** | Common Name Scientific Name

View Map

040385 [ST |I !SDarrow Bachman's !Aimophila

Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks (6 records)

Breeding Bird Atlas Species

View Map of All Query Results
Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks

BBAID Atlas Quadrangle Block Name View Map
Different Species Highest TE® Highest Tier™
47054 Blackstone East, CE 73 \% lYes
47053 Blackstone East, CW 73 v [Yes
47052 Blackstone East, NE 72 v lYes
47051 Blackstone East, NW 68 1 IYes
47056 Blackstone East, SE 63 v lYes
47055 Blackstone East, SW 71 v [Yes

Public Holdings: (1 names)

Name Agency Level

Fort Pickett Military Reservation | U.S. Dept. of Army | Federal

Summary of BOVA Species Associated with Cities and Counties of the Commonwealth of Virginia:

FIPS Code City and County Name Different Species Highest TE Highest Tier

053 [Dinwiddie \ 385 FESE | I
[135 [Nottoway \ 334 FESE | |

USGS 7.5' Quadrangles:
Blackstone East

USGS NRCS Watersheds in Virginia:

N/A

USGS National 6th Order Watersheds Summary of Wildlife Action Plan Tier I, II, Ill, and IV Species:

HU6 Code USGS 6th Order Hydrologic Unit  Different Species

Highest TE Highest Tier

‘CUOB ‘Humcane Branch-Long Branch [ 52‘ FESE | |
[cuio [Tommeheton Creek \ 54 FESE | I

Compiled on 1211212014, 13115 PM V612489.0 fepor=V searhType= R dist= 4828.032 poi= 37,03,10.9 77,56.28.2

|12/12/2014, 1:31:24 PM | DGIE | Credits |
©1998-2014 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Visitor 612489

| Please view our privacy policy |

If you have difficulty reading or accessing documents, please Contact Us for assistance.

12/12/2014 1:48 PM



Enclosure 5: USFWS Species Conclusions Table

Project Name: FASTC
Date: 12/10/14

Species / Resource Name

Conclusion

ESA Section 7 / Eagle Act
Determination

Notes / Documentation

Dwarf Wedgemussel

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Intermittent streams, impaired water quality,
unsuitable substrates. VaFWIS, wetland
delineations and VaARNG Integrated Natural
Resources Management Plan

Roanoke Logperch

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Intermittent streams, impaired water quality, not
documented in these tributaries to the Nottoway
River. VaFWIS, wetland delineations and
VaARNG Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan

Michaux’s Sumac

No suitable habitat present

No effect

No records of occurrence in action area. Action
area is forested and fringe areas are dominated
by large invasive and pioneer shrubs species;
open areas are mowed; burning that benefits the
species does not occur in the action area; utility
easements are either not wide enough to offer
suitable habitat and/or are dominated by invasive
and pioneer species. A survey was conducted in
2012 on Parcel 10, the only potential habitat on
the project site and which is no longer part of the
action area; this species was not found.

Northern Long Eared Bat

Species present

May effect

Biological Assessment will be prepared and
Section 7 ESA conference will be initiated

Red-cockaded
Woodpecker

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Confirmed via VaARNG Integrated Natural
Resources Management Plan and VA Breeding
Bird Atlas.

Atlantic Sturgeon

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Impediments to migration, intermittent streams,
impaired water quality, unsuitable substrates.
Confirmed via VaFWIS and wetland delineations,
VaARNG Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan, VA 303(d) list.

Alewife

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Impediments to migration, intermittent streams,
impaired water quality, unsuitable substrates.
Confirmed via VaFWIS, wetland delineations,
VaARNG Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan, VA 303(d) list.




Blueback Herring

No suitable habitat present

No effect

Impediments to migration, Intermittent streams,
impaired water quality, unsuitable substrates.
Confirmed via VaFWIS, wetland delineations,
VaARNG Integrated Natural Resources
Management Plan, VA 303(d) list.

Critical habitat

No critical habitat present

No effect

No effect

Bald Eagle

Unlikely to disturb nesting
bald eagles

Does not intersect with an
eagle concentration area

No Eagle Act permit required

NY1201. No activity within 660’ nest buffer. Bald
Eagle nest is located within %2 mile of an existing,
active firing range and tolerance to the activity
has been demonstrated. No Eagle Act permit
required




Bald Eagle Management Guidelines | Northeast Region, U.S. Fish and W...  http://www.fws.gov/northeast/EcologicalServices/eagleguidelines/notvisi...
Enclosure 6. USFWS Bald Eagle Management Guidelines for Construction

Ecological Services

Northeast Region

Ecological Services Endangered Species Habitat Conservation Contaminants Wetlands Inventory
Bald Eagle Management Guidelines More Resources
Determining Whether Construction or Development Activities Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
Act

may Disturb Nesting Bald Eagles: Step 6

National Bald Eagle Management

Step 6. Documentation Guidelines

You may document that you are following the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's recommendations for avoiding

disturbance of nesting bald eagles by printing this page, then signing and dating it for your records. Permit regulations to authorize
limited "take" of bald eagles or their
nests (pdf)

Your activity is: (Check your selection to document your choice) Bald eagle natural history and

sensitivity (pdf)

Building construction, 3 or more stories

@ Building construction, 1 or 2 story, with a project footprint of more than % acre
Mining
Oil and natural gas drilling and refining

Installation or expansion of marinas with a capacity of 6 or more boats
Management at a Glance

The bald eagle nest (active or alternate nest) cannot be seen from the project site and there is no activity Two factors most influence an
similar to your proposed project within 1 mile of the nest. eagle's response to human activity:

You will adopt the following recommendations to avoid disturbing nesting eagles and their young: . L
1. The activity's visibility from the

1. Maintain a buffer of at least 660 feet (200 meters) between all your activities and the eagle nest and;
nest (including active and alternate nests), and 2. The regular occurrence of similar
activities near the nest.
2. Maintain established landscape buffers that screen the activity from the nest.
General recommendations to avoid
Therefore, disturbance of nesting bald eagles is unlikely to occur. disturbing nesting bald eagles:

1. Keep distance between the
activity and the nest (distance
buffers).

2. Maintain forested or natural
areas between the activity and
Date: the nest tree (landscape buffers).
3. Avoid certain activities during the
nesting season (timing buffers).

Signature:

These recommendations are valid only for the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia.

Back

Last updated: May 22, 2013

Site Map (Find what you're looking for)
Ecological Services Home Page

Northeast Home Page

1of1l 12/4/2014 2:24 PM



Bald Eagle Management Guidelines | Northeast Region, U.S. Fish and W...  http://www.fws.gov/northeast/EcologicalServices/eagleguidelines/blasti...
Enclosure 7. USFWS Bald Eagle Management Guidelines for Noise

Ecological Services

Northeast Region

Ecological Services Endangered Species Habitat Conservation Contaminants Wetlands Inventory
Bald Eagle Management Guidelines and Conservation Measures More Resources
Determining Whether Blasting or Conducting Other Activities Bald and Golden Eagle Protection
with Loud, Intermittent Noises May Disturb Nesting Bald Eagles: “°
Step 4 National Bald Eagle Management
Guidelines

Step 4. Your activity is blasting or other loud, intermittent noises near nesting bald eagles during the breeding . )
Permit regulations to authorize

season.
limited "take" of bald eagles or their
nests (pdf)
You will avoid blasting and other activities that produce extremely loud noises within 1/2 mile of active Bald eagle natural history and
nests (or within 1 mile in open areas), unless greater tolerance to the activity (or similar activity) has been sensitivity (pdf)
demonstrated by the eagles in the nesting area. Therefore, disturbance of nesting bald eagles is unlikely
to occur.

You may print this page, then sign and date it for your records. This page documents that you are following the U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service's recommendations for avoiding disturbance of nesting bald eagles.
Management at a Glance

Signature: Two factors most influence an
Date: eagle's response to human activity:
1. The activity's visibility from the
eagle nest and;
These recommendations are valid only for the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 2. The regular occurrence of similar
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia. activities near the nest.
General recommendations to avoid
disturbing nesting bald eagles:
Back

1. Keep distance between the
activity and the nest (distance
buffers).

2. Maintain forested or natural
areas between the activity and
the nest tree (landscape buffers).

3. Avoid certain activities during the
nesting season (timing buffers).

Last updated: May 22, 2013

Site Map (Find what you're looking for)
Ecological Services Home Page

Northeast Home Page

1of1l 12/4/2014 2:27 PM



Hall, Kathy E.

Subject: FW: FASTC Project Review USFWS

From: Sumalee Hoskin@fws.qov [mailto:Sumalee Hoskin@fws.qov]
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2012 9:34 AM

To: Fuery, Erika A,

Subject: RE: FASTC Project Review

Hi Erika,

Thanks for sending the letter. Yes, typically you are to assume you have our concurrence when you send in a
certification packet. I did look at your packet and do concur with your determinations.

Sumalee

Note: Our phone lines are not working properly. Please try 804 824 9720 or 9740 to reach me. My ext. is 128
Sumalee Hoskin

US Fish & Wildlife Service

6669 Short Lane

Gloucester, VA 23061

Tel: 804-693-6694 ex. 128
Fax: 804-693-9032
Visit us at http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/



http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/
mailto:sumalee_Hoskin@fws.gov

GSA

July 16, 2012

GSA Mid-Atlantic Region

Ms. Kimberly Smith
Endangered Species Section
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
6669 Short Lane

Gloucester, VA 23061

Re: PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, BUREAU OF DIPLOMATIC SECURITY
FOREIGN AFFAIRS SECURITY TRAINING CENTER IN NOTTOWAY COUNTY, VIRGINIA BY THE U.S. GENERAL
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

Dear Ms. Smith,

The United States (U.S.) General Services Administration {GSA) is preparing an Environmental [mpact
Statement (EIS) for the proposed acquisition of land and development of a U.S. Department of State
{DQS), Bureau of Diplomatic Security (DS) Foreign Affairs Security Training Center (FASTC). This letter is
to request informal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in accordance with
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, including review
of GSA’s determination for the proposed action.

GSA is the action proponent for the proposed project and is acting in cooperation with DOS, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, U.S, Environmental Protection Agency and National Guard Bureau, The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers will have permitting authority over this action as it would affect waters of the U.S.
(i.e. jurisdictional wetlands) and would participate in consultation with your agency, if deemed
necessary.

Project Description

The proposed development would occur on four parcels of land at the Army National Guard Maneuver
Training Center (ARNG-MTC) Fort Pickett, managed by Virginia ARNG, and Nottoway County Local
Redevelopment Authority {LRA) in Nottoway County, Virginia, near the town of Blackstone (Enclosure 1);
referred to herein as ARNG-MTC Parcels 21/20 and Grid Parcel, and Nottoway County LRA Parcel 9 and
LRA Parcel 10. These parcels camprise the action area (Enclosure 1). The use of Parcel 21/20 and Grid
Parcel would be authorized by a Land Use Agreement implemented through a Memorandum of
Understanding with ARNG, and LRA Parcels 9 and 10 would be purchased from Nottoway County.

The project would consolidate existing dispersed training functions into a single location to improve
training efficiency and enhance the training operations of DS. At project completion, the proposed
FASTC would be a complete training center for 8,000-10,000 students annually. The facility would
provide state-of-the-art instruction in soft and hard skills, as well as administrative and life support
functions, including a residential campus. Facilities that would be canstructed to support the FASTC
program include a Main Campus (classrooms, dormitories and other life support, administration, and
security), a Mock Urban Tactical Training Area, High Speed Driving Tracks, Off Road/Unimproved Driving
Tracks, Firing Ranges, and Explosives Ranges.

U & General Services Administration
20 N. 8" Strest

Philadelphia. PA 18107-3181

WMWY gsa gov



FASTC would be developed in three phases between 2014 and 2020 and would require the clearing of
approximately 1,400 acres of primarily forested land for the construction of facilities.

GSA is considering two huild alternatives for the proposed FASTC facility and a no action alternative. The
main differences between the build alternatives are the location of the Main Campus and the layout of
the project on two parcels versus four parcels. The two action alternatives consist of varied layouts that
consider the programmatic requirements of the proposed FASTC facility and configurations that
minimize environmental impacts. Design of this project has not been completed and a final decision on
the preferred alternative has not yet been made. Therefore, GSA is requesting your review of both
alternatives, which are described below and depicted on Enclosures 2 and 3.

o Alternative 1
Under Alternative 1, the facilities would be constructed on Parcel 21/20 and LRA Parcel 9 (Enclosure
2). The Main Campus would be centrally located on a plateau along the western boundary of Parcel
21/20. Locating the Main Campus on a plateau of Parcel 21/20 utilizes a relatively flat area to
minimize re-grading. A dense development footprint minimizes encroachment on existing wetlands.

Firing Ranges would be located in the east-central portion of Parcel 21/20, northeast of the campus
area. Range buildings are located to maximize the use of existing roads and an existing ARNG-MTC
300 meter firing range (Range 8), which would minimize the area of development and associated
environmental impacts.

Explosives Ranges would be located in the northern portion of Parcel 21/20. Access to the Explosives
Ranges would be achieved with a combination of new roads and existing tank trails. Individual
explosive pads are positioned to keep all blast fragment clearances entirely within Parcel 21/20
boundaries.

The Mock Urban Tactical Training Area would be situated in the eastern portion of LRA Parcel 9 and
the High Speed Driving Track and Off Road/Unimproved Driving Track Areas would occupy the
majority of the remaining land area. FASTC Emergency Services (EMS) would be co-lacated with the
ARNG-MTC EMS adjacent to the southern boundary of LRA Parcel 9, on Military Road to take
advantage of synergies between the agencies.

o Alternative 2
Alternative 2 includes all of the FASTC program elements that are included in Alternative 1. The
Main Campus would be located on LRA Parcel 10 to the west of LRA Parcel 9 and the Explosive
Ranges would be constructed in an alternative configuration (Enclosure 3).

Similar to Alternative 1, the High Speed Driving Tracks and Off Road/Unimproved Driving Track
Areas would be located on LRA Parcel 9; however, the driving tracks would be spaced farther apart
and Mock Urban Tactical Training Area would be |located on the Grid Parcel.

Federal Threatened and Endangered Species

The USFWS Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System and existing information from
VAARNG were utilized to identify species listed under the Federal Endangered Species Act that have



potential to occur in the action area. An official USFWS species list was generated for the action area.
The following species were recorded (Enclosure 4):

Roanoke logperch (Percina rex)-(endangered)
Dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon)-(endangered)
Michaux’s sumac (Rhus michauxii)-(endangered)

The Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service was also queried for the area within a three mile
radius of the action area center and no additional federally listed, proposed or candidate species were
identified.

The Roanoke logperch typically inhabits medium-to-large, warm, usually clear streams and small rivers
of moderate to low gradient. Adults usually inhabit the main body of stream pools, runs, and riffles and
select areas with exposed, silt free gravel substrate (USFWS 2003). An online inquiry with the Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries’ Fish and Wildlife Information Service identified
approximately 300 feet of Hurricane Branch, along the western boundary of LRA Parcel 10, as potential
Roanoke Logperch habitat. The potential for logperch to occur in this area is considered to be low due
the presence of a downstream spillway that would hinder fish movements. No development on LRA
Parcel 10 would occur within 100 feet of Hurricane Branch and no new stream crossings of Hurricane
Branch are proposed. One stream crossing is proposed across a tributary to Hurricane Branch. This
tributary has been previously disturbed by the installation of underground utilities. No in-stream work
would occur in Hurricane Branch or its tributaries eliminating the potential for direct impacts to
Roanoke logperch. The use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) for sedimentation and erosion control
during all aspects of FASTC construction and the incorporation of hiofiltration and other stormwater
management features would eliminate the potential for impacts to surface waters on or downstream of
the project area, including Hurricane Branch and its tributaries. Therefore, GSA has determined that the
proposed action would have no effect on Roanoke logperch.

The dwarf wedgemussel lives on muddy sand, sand, and gravel bottoms in creeks and rivers of various
sizes. It requires areas of slow to moderate current, good water quality, and little silt deposition. The
only known population of dwarf wedgemussel in Nottoway County is found in the main stem of the
Nottoway River (USFWS 1993). This species is not known to occur in the project area; however, the use
of BMPs for sedimentation and erosion control during all aspects of FASTC construction would eliminate
the potential for impacts to surface waters on or downstream of the project area, thereby eliminating
any potential impacts to dwarf wedgemussel should they be present on LRA Parcel 10 in Hurricane
Branch. Therefore, GSA has determined that the proposed action would have no effect on dwarf
wedgemussel,

Michaux’s sumac is known to occur on ARNG-MTC, and all known stands of this plant have been
mapped (VAARNG 2007). Michaux’s sumac is unlikely to occur on Parcel 21/20, Grid Parcel or LRA Parcel
9. The action area parcels are primarily forested. The fringe areas of the forests on these parcels are
dominated by shrubs that are much larger than Michaux’s sumac, and this species would not be able to
compete for space and necessary resources in these areas. The frequent use of mowing instead of
prescribed burning of open areas on the parcels also renders the habitat unlikely to support this species.
Potential habitat for Michaux’s sumac was identified during the habitat review of LRA Parcel 10 along a
power utility easement on the southern border of the parcel. A site access road is proposed to traverse
this easement. GSA retained a qualified botanist, approved by USFWS, to conduct a survey for Michaux's
sumac on this power easement in June 2012. The survey determined that Michaux’s sumac was not



present in the proposed action area. GSA is submitting the survey report with this correspondence for
USFWS approval (Enclosure 5).

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Although no longer a listed species under the Endangered Species Act, bald eagles (Haligeetus
leucocephalus) are known to occur at ARNG-MTC Fort Pickett and are protected under the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act. There are two known active bald eagle nests on ARNG-MTC; however, no
eagle concentration areas are present. One active nest (Nest Code: NYO801) is located on Hurricane
Branch approximately 2.5 miles south of LRA Parcel 9. This nesting site would not be affected by the
proposed action. A second active bald eagle nest was discovered near Parcel 21/20 during a 2012 field
survey conducted for the EIS and VDGIF has not yet assigned it a nest code. It is unknown at this time if
this is a recurrent nest, if this nest has ever successfully fledged young or whether the nest will be used
again in the future. VAARNG has advised that they intend to perform studies of the nest. The nest is
located approximately 440 feet east and 225 feet south of the southeast 21/20 parcel boundary, near
existing VAARNG outdoor firing ranges (Enclosures 2 and 3).

The closest propased FASTC project facilities to the nest are indoor firing range buildings and
classrooms. Operations at these facilities would not disturb nesting eagles as most noise and activity
would be contained within the buildings. Moreover, the nest is currently located within an environment
of similar activity because it is located approximately 1,000 feet west of an existing VAARNG outdoor
firing range. This range is the closest to the nest and is not associated with the FASTC project. The range
is used by VAARNG.

Under Alternative 1, construction of the southernmost firing range building would occur within 660 feet
of the nest. If bald eagles are using this nest at the time of planned construction of this firing range
building, construction would be scheduled to occur only between August and January, outside of the
eagle nesting season. Under Alternative 2, construction of the southernmost firing range building would
occur outside of the 660 foot buffer. Under either alternative, the nest is not visible from the proposed
construction areas due to the presence of forest between the site and the nest. As part of design
specifications, the clearing of trees around the facility at the Alternative 1 location would be minimized
to the maximum extent practicable to avoid any potential line of sight impacts to the nest.

Outdoor firing ranges and explosives pads associated with FASTC are not anticipated to disturb nesting
eagles. The closest proposed explosives pad is located approximately 2,800 feet away from the nest site
and the noise produced by it would be similar to current noise levels produced at ARNG-MTC. The
closest outdoor firing range proposed for use for the FASTC project is located approximately 1,750 feet
northeast of the eagle nest at an existing VAARNG range (300 Meter Range). The increased use of the
300 Meter Range (Range 8) is not anticipated to disturb nesting eagles as the birds would be
accustomed to noise disturbance from existing VAARNG ranges in the area.

GSA has prepared the necessary USFWS forms for protected species (Enclosures 6, 7 and 8) and will
coordinate with USFWS to implement measures to minimize impacts of the proposed action on bald
eagles to ensure that there are no “takes” of bald eagles as defined by 16 U.S.C. 668-668c.

We appreciate your review of the proposed project and subsequent review the survey report for
Michaux’s sumac. If you have any questions, please contact me at 215-446-4570 or
myles.goodman@gsa.gov.


mailto:myles.goodman@gsa.gov

Sincerely,

Myles Goodman
General Services Administration

Enclosures: 1. Project Location Map
2. Alternative 1 Site Map
3. Alternative 2 Site Map
4. |PaC Official Species List
5. Michaux’s Sumac Survey Report
6. VaFWIS Species List
7. Species Conclusion Table
8. Bald Eagle Determinations

cc:

National Guard Bureau, Katherine Clayton, katherine.a.clayton.ctr@us.army.mil

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Irwin Garskof, Irwin.Garskof@usace.army.mil)

U.S. Department of State, Janice Smith,

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Barbara Rudnick, rudnick.barbara@epa.gov

Virginia Army National Guard — Fort Pickett, Kenneth Oristaglio, kenneth.l.oristaglio@us.army.mil

References:
USFWS 2003. Fact Sheet: Roanoke Logperch (Percina rex). August 2003.

USFWS 1993, Dwarf Wedge Mussel (Alasmidonta heterodon)Recovery Plan. February 8, 1993,

VAARNG 2007. Draft Final Revision Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan and Environmental
Assessment Fort Pickett Maneuver Training Center Blackstone, Virginia. FY 2007.
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United States Department of Interior

SEes ( Fish and Wildlife Service

WE ¥ Project name: FASTC

,Wgy Enclosure 4

Official Species-list: FASTC
Virginia Ecological Services Field Office

Following is an official U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service species-list from the Virginia Ecological
Services Field Office. The species-list identifies listed and proposed species and designated and
proposed critical habitat that may be affected by the project "FASTC". You may use this list to
meet the requirements of section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended
(ESA).

This species-list has been generated by the Service's on-line Information, Planning, and
Conservation (IPaC) decision support system based on project type and location information
you provided on March 23, 2012, 9:35 AM. This information is summarized below.

Please reference our tracking number, 05SE2VAQ00-2012-SLI1-0488, in future reference to this
project to assist in expediting the process.

Newer information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
listed species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free
to contact the oftfice(s) identified below if you need more current information or assistance
regarding the potential presence of federally proposed, listed, or candidate species, or proposed
or designated critical habitat. Please note that under the ESA, a species-list is valid for 90 days.
Therefore, the Service recommends that you visit the IPaC site at regular intervals during
project planning and implementation for updates to species-lists and information. An updated
list may be requested through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive
this list. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 consultation,
including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered Species
Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esga-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS . PDF

This list below only addresses federally proposed, listed, or candidate species and federally
designated critical habitat. Please contact the appropriate State agencies for information
regarding State species of special designation. Also, please feel free to contact the office(s)
identified below if you would like information on other important trust resources (such as

migratory birds) in your project area.

Generated by the Infarmation, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 09:35 AM
Page 1


http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

This Species-list document is provided by:
VIRGINIA ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23061
(804) 693-6694
http://iwww.fws.gov/nertheast/virginiafield/

TAILS consultation code: 05E2VAD00-2012-SL1-0488

Project type: Development

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 08:35 AM
Page 2
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Project coordinates: MULTIPOLYGON (((-77.983716 37.074628, -77.9717855 37.0752288, -77.9716997
37.0643283, -77.9432039 37.0643283, -77.9432039 37.0581485, -77.942174 37.0561744, -77.9365091 37.058921, -
77.9388266 37.0632084, -77.9389982 37.0678474, -77.93865649 37.0735122, -77.9287844 37.0713664, -77.9280977
37.0707656, -77.924407 37.0692207, -77.9232054 37.065015, -77.9262094 37.0580627, -77.9258661 37.0568611, -
77.9256945 37.0554878, -77.9274969 37.0526554, -77.9304152 37.0546295, -77.9380541 37.0489646, -77.940629
37.0523979, -77.9554777 37.0473339, -77.9640608 37.0499088, -77.9717855 37.058406, -77.9719572 37.0596935,
-77.977622 37.0598651, -77.980197 37.0609809, -77.983716 37.074628)))

Project counties: Nottoway, VA

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 09:35 AM
Page 3
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Enclosure
PEAKS TO PRAIRIES ECOLOGICAL SERVICES

Verl Emrick
1117 Suiter Road
Bland, Virginia, 24315

Date: 6/23/2012

To: Kathleen Hall (FASTC EIS Project Manager_ CARDNO TEC)
From: Verl Emrick (Ecologist _Peaks to Prairies Ecological Services)

Subject: Completion of the Survey of utility right-of-way for the Presence/Absence of
Michaux’s Sumaec.

Background

On June 14, 2012 I conducted a survey for the federally endangered Michaux’s Sumac (Rhus
michanxii) on a udlity right of way located on Nottoway Co. Virginia managed land adjacent

to Fort Pickett-Maneuver Training Center. The right of way is part of a proposed project to
build a training facility for FASTC.

Rhuts michanxii Sargent (Michaux’s sumac) is a 1.5 - 4.0 dm tall, densely pubescent, dioecious,
rhizomatous shrub of the Anacardiaceae family (Radford et al. 1968). The narrow winged or
wingless rachis supports 9 - 13 sessile, oblong leaflets that are 4 - 9 cm long, 2 - 5 cm wide,
and acute to acuminate. Small, 4 - 5 parted, greenish-yellow flowers are borne in a dense,
erect terminal cluster. The red fruit is borne on a 5 - 6 mm, broad densely pubescent panicle.
Individual plants may have multiple flowering stems that are all the same sex. Michaux’s
sumac was first described 1895 by Sargent (1895) who considered it one of the most
poisonous plants in North America. Subsequently it has been found not to cause allergic
reactions in humans, hence one of its colloquial names, false poison sumac. Michaux’s
sumac is closely related to Rhus glabra L. (smooth sumac), and the two will occasionally
hybridize (Hardin & Phillips 1985). Michaux’s sumac is generally much shorter than smooth
sumac, has a winged rachis, and is covered with dense hairs on both the leaves and stems.

Michaux’s sumac was listed as endangered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1989
(USFWS 1989) and was discovered on Army National Guard Maneuver Training Center-
Fort Pickett (Fort Pickett) in 1993 (Fleming and Van Alstine 1994). Habitat loss and
degradation through fire suppression, agricultural conversion, herbicide applications, and
road construction were the main factors that led to the loss of Michaux’s sumac habitat and
the primary cause of the species’ decline and reason for listing (Russo 1993, USFWS 1993).
Other potential threats are hybridization with R. glabra, geographic isolation of small, single-
sex populations, fungal disease, stem borers, and damage caused by off-target herbicide drift
(Russo 1993). In additon, Wilkinson et al. (1996) found that Exrytoma rhios (a Chalcid wasp)
parasitized seeds at Fort Pickett and reduced numbers of viable seed.



Michaux’s sumac is endemic to the inner coastal plain and piedmont of the southeastern
United States, where it occupies sandy or rocky savannas and open woods (USFWS 1993).
These sites typically have low cation exchange capacities and depend on some form of
disturbance to maintain the open character of the habitat (Boyer 1993). Primary disturbances
are fire (accidental or prescribed), right-of-way maintenance, and agricultural brush clearing
(USFWS 1993). Many authors concluded that Michaux’s sumac requires a combination of
soil disturbance and occasional fire to maintain a healthy population (Emrick and Hill 1997,
1998; Hardin and Phillips 1985; Russo 1993; Wilkinson et al. 1996; and USFWS 1993). Soil
disturbance appears to stimulate rhizomatous growth, while periodic fire keeps other
scrub/brush species from out-competing Michaux’s sumac for sunlight and soil nutrients
(Emrick and Jones 2008).

Methods

Prior to the field survey the site was investigated using aerial photography and the closest
kaow colony of Michaux’s sumac was identified. Previous surveys conducted in the Fort

Pickett area were also reviewed to determine if there were previous records for Michaux’s
Sumac within the survey area.

The field survey was conducted on June 14, 2012. The endre right of way from Hurricane
Branch to the Forrt Pickett Border was traversed 4 times (Figures 1 and 2). All conspicuous

plant species were identified (Note: This was not a complete botanical survey but I identified

the vast majority of plants onsite). Any plant that resembled Michaux’s sumac , even superficially,
was closely examined. In addition, the habitat composition and structure was noted and compared
to known Michaux’s sumac habitat.

Results

The closest known location of Michaux’s Sumac is colony 66 located approximately 7 km
southeast of the survey site. This colony is located within the Controlled Access Area at Fort
Pickett. No previous surveys have identified a colony within 7 km of the survey site.

There were 26 woody species and 47 herbaceous species identified during the field sutvey.
However , Michaux’s sumac was not found to be growing at the site. The habitat was
dominated by coppice growth of sweetgum (Iiguidambar styracifiua), pignut hickory (Carya
Slabra), winged sumac (Rhus copallinum) and a variety of Oaks (Quercus spp.). The herbaceous
stratum was mixed and had no consistent dominant species with deer tongue panic grass
(Dicanthelium clandestinnm), poverty grass (Danthonia spicata), broomsedge (Andropogon virginicus)
and a variety of Lespedeza species being the most common (Plates 1 and 2). Based upon this
survey and previous research the habitat has some vegetation components typical of
Michaux’s sumac habitat but because of the lack of disturbance (notably fire) the habitat is
marginal at best. The Survey Summation Form is attached.
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3. Contact Information

Verl Emrick

1117 Suiter Road
Bland, Va

Phone: 276-613-1424

vemrick@vt.edu
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Figure 2

Michaux's Sumac FAST_C Survey Area
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Plate 1: Overall habitat of right-of-way Michaux’s sumac survey site
Nottoway Co., Va.

Plate 1: Close up view of habitat of right-of-way Michaux’s sumac survey
site Nottoway Co., Va.
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Please provide a clear copy of a USGS topographic map(s),
with the survey area(s) clearly indicated on the map(s).

Report Tlt!e.
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Collector(s):
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County / City:
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Survey Site

Information‘":
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Habitat Type'

Q Appropnate O Not Appropriate @.Nﬁt/[r}reﬁniﬂve

oy

SPEC]ES fNFORMATION

Target Species:

\\\‘\{.«\&C&\_ v s ‘*/'/' Ut C \ 154 \\JS_W\(Q\,\&U{; {\

Target Species Found 7 OYES (INO
Species (common or scientific name): Number of Specimens @
Live Fresh Relic Unspecified
Dead
Comments:

(1) This is detailed information on where the survey was done (Example: 50 yards above, and 200 yards below (he
Route 623 crossing of the Pamunkey River). This information will assist in mapping of the survey data.
(2) Place a chack mark in any of lhe columns if present bul not counted




VAFWIS Seach Report Enclosure 6

VaFWIS Search Report compiled on 5/14/2012, 11:47:00 AM Help

Observations reported or potential habitat occurs within a 3 mile radius around point
37,03,22.2 -77,57,08.6
in 135 Nottoway County, VA

View Map of
Site Location

353 Known or Likely Species ordered by Status Concern for Conservation
(displaying first 21) (21 species with Status* or Tier I** or Tier II** )

010214 FESE I Logperch, Roanoke Percina rex

060003 FESE 11 Wedgemussel, dwarf Alasmidonta heterodon
040129 ST I Sandpiper, upland Bartramia longicauda
040293 ST I Shrike, loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus
040385 ST I Sparrow, Bachman's Aimophila aestivalis
040093 FSST {1 Eagle, bald Haliaeetus leucocephalus
060173 FSST II Pigtoe, Atlantic Fusconaia masoni
010070 ST v Shiner, whitemouth Notropis alborus
040292 ST Shrike, migrant loggerhead  |Lanius ludovicianus migrans
060029 FS III Lance, yellow Elliptio lanceolata
070105 FS III Crayfish, Chowanoke Orconectes virginiensis
030063 CC III Turtle, spotted Clemmys guttata
010077 I hiner, brid| Notropis bifrenatus
040225 I Sapsucker -belli Sphyrapicus varius
040319 I Warbler, black-throated green |Dendroica virens
010174 II Bass, Roanoke Ambloplites cavifrons
040052 II Duck, American black Anas rubripes

040213 II Owl, northern saw-whet Aegolius acadicus
040105 II Rail, king Rallus elegans

040320 II Warbler, cerulean Dendroica cerulea
040266 II Wren, winter Troglodytes troglodytes

To view All 353 species View 353

* FE=Federal Endangered; FT=Federal Threatened; SE=State Endangered; ST=State Threatened; FC=Federal Candidate;
FS=Federal Species of Concern; CC=Collection Concern

*% I=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier I - Critical Conservation Need; II=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier II -
Very High Conservation Need; III=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier III - High Conservation Need; IV=VA Wildlife Action Plan -
Tier IV - Moderate Conservation Need

NOTE: For ESA consultation purposes only those species listed as state or federally threatened or
endangered were addressed in this correspondence and the entire VaFWIS species list is not enclosed.

Anadromous Fish Use Streams

http:/fvafwis.org/...pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617&dist=4827&por=37,03,22.2--77,57,08.6&search Type=R&streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM]



VAFWIS Seach Report

N/A

Impediments to Fish Passage (2 records) Mmuﬁﬂ Impediments
|ID || Name |  River |View Map

226 |BUTTERWOQOD LAKE UPPER DAM |BIRCHIN CREEK |Yes B

[227 |BUTTERWOOD LOWER DAM |BIRCHIN CREEK|Yes |

Threatened and Endangered Waters

N/A

Managed Trout Streams

N/A

Bald Eagle Concentration Areas and Roosts

N/A

Bald Eagle Nests
N/A

Habitat Predicted for Aquatic WAP Tier I & II Species (3 Reaches)

Predicted fo A
Tier Species View
Stream Name Highest BOVA Code, Status”, Tier Map
TE Common & Scientific Name
Lo r ;
010214 || FESE I Percina rex
Roanoke
Birchin Creek (03010201) FESE = = - Yes
igtoe, usconaia
060173 || FSST | II Atlantic masoni
_ 010214 | FESE | 1 [Lodrerch,  lpercing rex
Hurricane Branch | Roanoke
(03010201) s 60173 | rssT | 11 |Bigtoe, Fusconaia T8
Y . Atlantic_ ~|masoni
— |
010214 || FESE I Percina rex
Tommeheton Creek Roanoke |
(03010201) FESE : - Tes
060173 | FssT | 11 | Bigtes Fuscanaa
[ Atlantic masoni

http://vafwis.org/...pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617&dist=4827&por=37,03,22.2--77,57,08.6&searchType=R&streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM]



VAFWIS Seach Report

Habitat Predicted for Terrestrial WAP Tier I & II Species

BOVA Code |Status* |Tier**| Common Name | Scientific Name |View Map
040385 ST I Sparrow, Bachman's |Aimophila aestivalis|Yes

Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks (6 records)

View Map of All Query Resul
Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks

— At d e Blodk Breeding Bird Atlas Species Vi
i as Qu:;u\l ar;l;g e Bloc Different Highfst Highiit Wll?l;’
Species TE Tier

[47054 ||Blackstone East, CE | 73 | | i Yes g
147053 ||Blackstone East, CW | 73 | | v Yes l
47052 |[Blackstone East, NE [ 72 | | v |Yes I
147051 |[Blackstone East, NW 68 I | 111 |Yes
47056 |[Blackstone Fast, SE | 63 | | v |Yes
[47055 |[Blackstone East, SW | 71 | | v IYes %

Public Holdings: (1 names)
| Name | Agency | Level |
| Fort Pickett Military Reservation || U.S. Dept. of Army || Federal |

Summary of BOVA Species Associated with Cities and Counties of the Commonwealth of
Virginia:

[FIPS Code/|City and County Name|Different Species Highest TE Highest Tier|
[135 [Nottoway | 334 FESE || T |

USGS 7.5' Quadrangles:
Blackstone West
Blackstone East

USGS NRCS Watersheds in Virginia:

N/A

USGS National 6th Order Watersheds Summary of Wildlife Action Plan Tier I, II, III, and IV
Species:

|[HU6 Code|[USGS 6th Order Hydrologic Unit|Different Species Highest TE Highest Tier|
[cuo7 |INottoway River-Cedar Cr | 60| FESE | I 1
[cuos |Hurricane Branch-Long Branch | 52| FESE | I |
ICU10 |[Tommeheton Creek 1 54| FESE | I ]
JA30 |Cellar Creek | 48| FSST || I |

htep://vatwis.org/...pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617&dist=4827&por=37,03,22.2+-77,57,08.6 &searchType=R &streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM]



VaFWIS Map

Site Location

37,03,22.1-77.57,08.5
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Show Position Rings
® Yes O No
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Search Point

Show Search Area
® Yes O No

[5 |search distance miles

radius

Search Point is at
map center

Base Map Choices

] Topography I

Map Overlay Choices
Current List: Position,
iSearch, BECAR, BAEANests,
[TEWaters, Tierll, Habitat,
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Map Overlay Legend
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Trout Waters
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VaFWIS Map

Tei -

Search Point Select Coordinate System: (3) Degrees,Minutes,Secands Latitude - Longitude
5 O Dpecimal Degrees Latitude - Longitude
3 mile radius
Search Area (O Meters UTM NAD83 East North Zone
(O Meters UTM NAD27 East Narth Zone
Bald Eagla Base Map source: USGS 1:250,000 topographic maps (see Microsoft terraserver-usa.com for details)
Concantration Areas
and Roosts
Map projection is UTM Zone 18 NAD 1983 with left 227881 and top 4114797. Pixel size is 32
s meters . Coordinates displayed are Degrees, Minutes, Seconds North and West.Map is currently
\ Bald Eagle Nests displayed as 600 columns by 600 rows for a total of 360000 pixles. The map display represents
19200 meters east to west by 19200 meters north to south for a total of 368.6 square kilometers.
The map display represents 63002 feet east to west by 63002 feet north to south for a total of
Data 142.3 square miles.
ORARNAER R+ 11
A UTM Zone change occurs within the image.The left-hand side of the image is a pseudo
projection from UTM Zone 17 into UTM Zone 18 resulting in reduced spatial accuracy within the
portion of the image occurring in UTM Zone 17.
Topographic maps and Black and white aerial photography for year 1990+-
are from the United States Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey.
Color aerial photography aquired 2002 is from Virginia Base Mapping Program, Virginia Geographic
Information Network.
Shaded topographic maps are from TOPO! ©®2006 National Geographic
http://www.national.geographic.com/topo
All other map products are from the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries.
map assembled 2012-05-14 11:48:05 (ga/qc December 1, 2011 15:16 - tn=395878.0
dist=4827 Visitor )
| DGIE | Credits | Disclaimer | Contact shirl.dressler@dgif.virginia.goy |Please view our privacy policy |

© Copyright: 1998-2011 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Iniand Fisheries
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Enclosure 7 - Species Conclusion Table

Project Name: FASTC
Date: 6/10/2012

Species / Resource Name

Conclusion

ESA Section 7 / Eagle Act Determination

Notes / Documentation

Dwarf Wedgemussel
(Alasmidonta heterodon)

No suitable habitat present.

Spillway interferes with fish
passage and their ability to
transport larvae. All known
populations of this species
occur in Nottoway River
mainstem.

No effect

Roanoke Logperch No suitable habitat present. No effect
(Percina rex) Spillway interferes with fish
passage
Michaux's Sumac No Suitable habitat present No effect Survey Report included
(Rhus michauxii)
Bald Eagle Unlikely to disturb nesting Cleared area required for facility construction is

bald eagles
Does not intersect with an
eagle concentration area

No Eagle Act permit required likely to extend into 660 foot buffer area. Facility
will either be relocated outside of the buffer or
constructed outside of nesting season (August
—January). Clearing of trees that provide visual
barrier between facility and nest will be

minimized to the extent feasible.

Critical habitat No critical habitat present No effect




Northeast Region Bald Eagle

Enclosure 8

Eagle Guidelines

Northeast Region

Page 1 of 2

Eagle cuidetines Home  3@1d E@gle Management Guidelines

Determining Whether Blasting or Conducting Other Activities with
Loud, Intermittent Noises May Disturb Nesting Bald Eagles: Step 4

Bald and Golden Eagle

REGIEEHOT.AEY eagles during the breeding season.

National Bald Eagle You will avoid blasting and other activities
that produce extremely loud noises within 1/2
mile of active nests (or within 1 mile in open
areas), unless greater folerance to the activity
(or similar activity) has been demonstrated by
the eagles in the nesting area. Therefore,
Recreational Activities  disturbance of nesting bald eagles is unfikely

Precautions to oceur.

Management Guidelines

You may print this page, then sign and date it
New or Intermittent for your records. This page documents that
AR Gl EeE you are following the U.S, Fish and Wildlife

Service's recommendations for avoiding

disturbance of nesling bald eagles.

Additional Canservation

Measures

Signature;

Step 4. Your activily is blasting or other loud, intermittent holses near nesting bald

Management Guidelines
At a Glance;

Two factors most influence an eagle's
response to human activity:

1. The activity's visibility from the
eagle nest and;

2. The regular ccourrence of similar
activities near the nest.

General recommendations to avoid
disturbing nesting bald eagles:

1. Keep distance between the
activity and the nest (distance
buffers).

2. Maintain forested or natural areas
between the aclivity and the nest
tree (landscape buffers).

3. Avoid certain activities during the
nestfing season (timing buffers).

Bald Eagle Natural
Date:

History & Sensitivity

These recommendations are valid only for the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia.

Back

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/EcologicalServices/eagle/guidelines/blasting4yes.html 5/11/2012
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Northeast Region Bald Eagle Page 2 of 2

Last updated: August 15, 2011

http:/fwww.fws.gov/northeast/EcologicalServices/eagle/guidelines/blasting4yes.html 5/11/2012




Northeast Region Bald Eagle Page 1 of 2

Eagle Guidelines

Northeast Region

Bald Eagle Management Guidelines

Eagle Guidelines Home

Determining Whether Construction or Development Activities may
Disturb Nesting Bald Eagles: Step 6
Bald and Golden Eagle
Step 6. Documentation
You may document that you are following the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's
recommendations for avoiding disturbance of nesting bald eagles by printing this page,
then signing and dating it for your records.

Protection Act

National Bald Eagle 1

Management Guideli
Your activity is: (Check your Ata éllance: nes

selection to document your choice)

Management Guidelines

Two factors most influence an eagle's

. response to human activity:
Recreational Aclivities

Precautions 3 Building construction, 3 or more 1. The activity's visibility from the
stories eagle nest and;
2. The regular occurrence of similar
9 Building construction, 1 or 2 story, activities near the nest.
. with a project footprint of more than 2
USRI RIS acre. General recommendations to avoid
Activities Guidance disturbing nesting bald eagles: l
7 Mini
= Minwg. 1. Keep distance between the
' ) Oil and naturai gas drilling and Eﬁtf]fgg).and e naatidisianes
AR SR iSai refining. 2. Maintain forested or natural areas
Measures - ) . between the activity and the nest
) Instalié_ltlon or expansion of tree (Iandscape buffers)l
marinas with a capacity of 6 or more 3. Avoid certain activities during the
boats. nesting season (timing buffers).
Bald Eagle Natural

History & Sensitivity .
The bald eagle nest (aclive or alternate nest) cannot be seen from the

project site and there is no activity similar to your proposed project within 1
mile of the nest.

You will adopt the foliowing recommendations to avold disturbing nesting
eagles and their young:

http:/fwww.fws.gov/mortheast/EcologicalServices/eagle/guidelines/notvisible/notvisibleB_... 5/11/2012




Northeast Region Bald Eagle Page 2 of 2

(1) maintain a buffer of at least 660 feet (200 meters)
between all your activities and the nest (including active and
alternate nests), and

(2) maintain established landscape buffers that screen the
activity from the nest.

Therefore, disturbance of nesting bald eagles is unlikely to occur.

Signature:

Date:

These recommendations are valid only for the states of Connecticut, Delaware, Maine,
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia.

Back

Last updated: August 15, 2011

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/EcologicalServices/eagle/guidelines/notvisible/notvisibleB_... 5/11/2012




United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
6669 Short Lane
Gloucester, Virginia 23061

Date: [8/16/2012

Online Project Review Certification Letter

Project Name:

;FASTC, Fort Pickett, Blackstone, VA

Dear Applicant:

Thank you for using the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Virginia Field Office online
project review process. By printing this letter in conjunction with your project review package,
you are certifying that you have completed the online project review process for the referenced
project in accordance with all instructions provided, using the best available information to reach
your conclusions. This letter, and the enclosed project review package, completes the review of
your project in accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531-1544, 87
Stat. 884), as amended (ESA), and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-
668c, 54 Stat. 250), as amended (Eagle Act). This letter also provides information for your
project review under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190, 42 U.S.C.
4321-4347, 83 Stat. 852), as amended. A copy of this letter and the project review package must
be mailed to the address on the letterhead for this certification to be valid. This letter and the
project review package will be maintained in our records.

The species conclusions table in the enclosed project review package summarizes your ESA and
Eagle Act conclusions. These conclusions resulted in “no effect” and/or “not likely to adversely
affect” determinations for listed species and critical habitat and/or “no Eagle Act permit
required” determinations for eagles regarding potential effects of your proposed project. We
certify that the use of the online project review process in strict accordance with the instructions
provided as documented in the enclosed project review package results in reaching the
appropriate determinations. Therefore, we concur with the “no effect” and “not likely to
adversely affect” determinations for listed species and critical habitat and “no Eagle Act permit
required” determinations for eagles. Additional coordination with this office is not needed.

Candidate species are not legally protected pursuant to the ESA. However, the Service
encourages consideration of these species by avoiding adverse impacts to them. Please contact
this office for additional coordination if your project action area contains candidate species.

Should project plans change or if additional information on the distribution of listed species,
critical habitat, or bald eagles becomes available, this determination may be reconsidered. This

certification letter is valid for one year.

Applicant Page 2



Information about the online project review process including instructions and use, species
information, and other information regarding project reviews within Virginia is available at our
website http://www.fws. gov/northeast/virginiafield/endspecies/project reviews.html. If you
have any questions, please contact Kimberly Smith of this office at (804) 693-6694, extension
124.

Sincerely,
/s/ Cynthia A. Schulz
Cindy Schulz

Supervisor
Virginia Field Office

Enclosures - project review package
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Douglas W. Domenech . . Robert W. Duncan
Secretary of Natural Resources Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Executive Director

July 30, 2012

Erika Fuery

179 Main Street 100 Plaza Middlesex 3rd Floor,
Middletown, CT 06457

Email erika.fuery@cardnotec.com

Re: Proposed Development of a Foreign Affairs Security Training Center
in Nottoway County

Dear Ms. Fuery:

We appreciate your interest in submitting your project(s) for review by VDGIF to ensure the
protection of sensitive wildlife resources during project development. Unfortunately, due to
staffing limitations, our Fish and Wildlife Information Services Section (FWIS) is unable to review
or provide an assessment of any projects submitted to them for review.

No response from VDGIF does not constitute "no comment” nor does it imply support of the project
or associated activities. It simply means VDGIF has not been able to respond.

If you should have further questions or need additional information, please visit:
htip://www.dgif virginia.gov/environmental-programs/

Please feel free to attach a copy of this letter/email with your project paper work.

Thank You and Kindest Regards,

D Mty . Con

Mrs. Gladys D. Cason

Environmental Services Division

Phone: (804) 367-0909 Fax: (804) 367-2427
gladys.cason@dgif.virginia.gov

4010 WEST BROAD STREET, P.O.BOX 11104, RICHMOND, VA 23230-1104
(804) 367-1000 (V/ITDD)  Equal Opportunity Employment, Programs and Facilities  FAX (804) 367-9147


mailto:gladys.cason@dgif
www.dgif
mailto:erika.fuery@cardnotec.com

GSA

July 16, 2012

GSA Mid-Atlantic Region

Gladys Cason

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Environmental Services Section
P.0.Box 11104

4010 W. Broad Street

Richmond, VA 23230

Re: PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A FOREIGN AFFAIRS SECURITY TRAINING CENTER (FASTC) IN
NOTTOWAY COUNTY, VIRGINIA BY THE U.S. GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION AND THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, BUREAU OF DIPLOMATIC SECURITY.

Dear Ms. Cason,

The United States (U.S.) General Services Administration (GSA) is preparing an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the proposed acquisition of land and development of a U.S. Department of State
(DOS), Bureau of Diplomatic Security (DS) Foreign Affairs Security Training Center (FASTC). This letter is
to request informal consultation with the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) in
accordance with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, including review of GSA’s determination for the
proposed action.

GSA is the action proponent for the proposed project and is acting in cooperation with DOS, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, U.S, Environmental Protection Agency and National Guard Bureau. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers will have permitting authority over this action as it would affect waters of the U.S.
(i.e. jurisdictional wetlands) and would participate in consultation with your agency, if deemed
necessary.

Project Description

The proposed development would occur on four parcels of land at the Army National Guard Maneuver
Training Center (ARNG-MTC) and Pickett Park in Nottoway County, Virginia, near the town of Blackstone
(Enclosure 1); referred to herein as ARNG-MTC Parcels 21/20 and Grid Parcel and Nottoway County LRA
Parcel 9 and LRA Parcel 10. These parcels comprise the “Action Area” (Enclosure 1). The use of Parcel
21/20 would be authorized by a Land Use Agreement implemented through a Memorandum of
Understanding with VAARNG, and LRA Parcels 9 and 10 would be purchased from Nottoway County.

The project would consolidate existing dispersed training functions into a single location to improve
training efficiency and enhance the training operations of DS. At project completion, the proposed
FASTC would be a complete training center for 8,000-10,000 students annually. The facility would
provide state-of-the-art instruction in soft and hard skills, as well as administrative and life support
functions, including a residential campus. Facilities that would be constructed to support the FASTC
program include a Main Campus (classrooms, dormitories and other life support, administration, and
security), a Mock Urban Tactical Training Area, High Speed Driving Tracks, Off Road/Unimproved Driving
Tracks, Firing Ranges, and Explosives Ranges.

U S General Sarvices Administration
20 N 8" Strest

Philadslphia PA 19107-3191

WWW gsa gov



FASTC would be developed in three phases between 2014 and 2020 and would require the clearing of
approximately 1,400 acres of primarily forested land for the construction of facilities.

GSA is considering two build alternatives for the proposed FASTC facility and a no action alternative. The
main differences between the build alternatives are the location of the Main Campus and the layout of
the project on two parcels versus four parcels. The two action alternatives consist of varied layouts that
consider the programmatic requirements of the proposed FASTC facility and configurations that
minimize environmental impacts. Design of this project has not been completed and a final decision on
the preferred alternative has not yet been made. Therefore, GSA is requesting your review of both
alternatives, which are described below and depicted on Enclosures 2 and 3.

e Alternative 1
Under Alternative 1, the facilities would be constructed on Parcel 21/20 and LRA Parcel 9 (Enclosure
2). The Main Campus would be centrally located on a plateau along the western boundary of Parcel
21/20. Locating the Main Campus on a plateau of Parcel 21/20 utilizes a relatively flat area to
minimize re-grading. A dense development footprint minimizes encroachment on existing wetlands.

Firing Ranges would be located in the east-central portion of Parcel 21/20, northeast of the campus
area, Range buildings are located to maximize the use of existing roads and an existing ARNG-MTC
300 meter firing range (Range 8), which would minimize the area of development and associated
environmental impacts.

Explosives Ranges would be located in the northern portion of Parcel 21/20. Access to the Explosives
Ranges would be achieved with a combination of new roads and existing tank trails. Individual
explosive pads are positioned to keep all blast fragment clearances entirely within Parcel 21/20
boundaries.

The Mock Urban Tactical Training Area would be situated in the eastern portion of LRA Parcel 9 and
the High Speed Driving Track and Off Road/Unimproved Driving Track Areas would occupy the
majority of the remaining land area. FASTC Emergency Services (EMS) would be co-located with the
ARNG-MTC EMS adjacent to the southern boundary of LRA Parcel 9, on Military Road to take
advantage of synergies between the agencies.

e Alternative 2
Alternative 2 includes all of the FASTC program elements that are included in Alternative 1. The
Main Campus would be located on LRA Parcel 10 to the west of LRA Parcel 9 and the Explosive
Ranges would be constructed in an alternative configuration {Enclosure 3).

Similar to Alternative 1, the High Speed Driving Tracks and Off Road/Unimproved Driving Track
Areas would be located on LRA Parcel 9; however, the driving tracks would be spaced farther apart
and Mock Urban Tactical Training Area would be located on the Grid Parcel.

State Threatened and Endangered species
A Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service (VaFWIS) query was conducted on an area with a 3-mile

radius that fully encompassed the project parcels as well as outlying areas (Enclasure 4). The following
species were listed by the VaFWIS as having potential to occur in the project area and are afforded legal



status under the provisions of the Virginia Endangered Plant and Insect Species Act (Chapter 10 §3.2-
1000 through 1011 of the Code of Virginia):

Status™ | Common rName Scientific Name
FiESE Logperch, Roanoke ﬁerc-f;?d rex_ B
FESE jWobdpecker, Re'd-ccrlcrkadégﬂ Picoides borealis
FESE Wedgemussel; Dwarf | Alasmidonta heterodon

ST Sandpipér, Up-la-nd- Bartramia lengicauda
ST Shrike, Loggerhead Lanius Iudoﬁ'cianu&

ST Shrike, Migrant loggerhead éLanius ludovicianus migrans

ST Sparrow, Bachman's Aimophila aestivalis
FSST Pigtoe, Atlantic Fuscdnafa masoﬁi

ST Shiner, thtemouth Notropis alborus
FS*ST Eaglre, Bald Hah‘aeétus Iéucocephm’us

FE=Federal Endangered; FT=Federal Threatened; SE=State "Er-ldangere-d; ST=State Threétened; FS=Federal
Species of Concern* The Bald Eagle was removed from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife in
2007.

The Roanoke logperch (Percina rex) typically inhabits medium-to-large, warm, usually clear streams and
small rivers of moderate to low gradient. Adults usually inhabit the main body of stream pools, runs, and
riffles and select areas with exposed, silt free gravel substrate (USFWS 2003a). An online inguiry with
the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Fish and Wildlife Information Service identified
approximately 300 feet of Hurricane Branch, along the western boundary of LRA Parcel 10, as potential
Roanoke Logperch habitat, The potential for logperch to occur in this area is low due the presence of a
downstream spillway that would hinder fish movements and because of adverse impacts to stream
tributaries from utility crossings. No development on LRA Parcel 10 would occur along the banks of
Hurricane Branch and no stream crossings of this waterbody are proposed. One stream crossing is
proposed across a tributary to Hurricane Branch. This tributary has been previously disturbed by the
installation of underground utilities, No in-stream work would occur in Hurricane Branch or its
tributaries eliminating the potential for direct impacts to Roanake logperch. The use of Best
Management Practices (BMPs) for sedimentation and erosion control during all aspects of FASTC
construction would eliminate the potential for impacts to surface waters on or downstream of the
project area, including Hurricane Branch and its tributaries. Therefore, GSA has determined that the
proposed action would have no effect on Roanoke logperch.

Red-cockaded woodpecker (Piocoides borealis) is listed as an endangered species within the
Commonwealth of Virginia. Red-cockaded woodpeckers require open pine woodlands and savannahs
with large old pines for nesting and roosting habitat. Large old pines are required as cavity trees because
the cavities are excavated completely within inactive heartwood, so that the cavity interior remains free
from resin that can entrap the birds. Also, old pines are preferred as cavity trees, because of the higher
incidence of the heartwood decay that greatly facilitates cavity excavation. Cavity trees must be in open
stands with little or no hardwood midstory and few or no overstory hardwaods, a condition frequently
resulting from periodic burning of the understory. Hardwood encroachment resulting from fire
suppression is a well-known cause of cluster abandonment{USFWS 2003b). The habitat on the FASTC
parcels is dominated by closed canopy forests. The limited grassland areas are managed by frequent



mowing rather than prescribed burning. As a result, the habitat on the project area parcels would not
meet the habitat requirements for Red-Cockaded Woodpeckers. Additionally, according to the Ft.
Pickett Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan, this species has never been documented at Fort
Pickett. Therefore, this species would not occur in the project area.

The dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon) lives on muddy sand, sand, and gravel bottoms in creeks
and rivers of various sizes. It requires areas of slow to moderate current, good water quality, and little
silt deposition. The only known population of dwarf wedgemussel in Nottoway County is found in the
main stem of the Nottoway River (USFWS 1993). This species is not known to occur in the project area,
however, the use of BMPs for sedimentation and erosion control during all aspects of FASTC
construction would eliminate the potential for impacts to surface waters on or downstream of the
project area, thereby eliminating any potential impacts to dwarf wedgemussel should they be present
on LRA Parcel in Hurricane Branch. Therefore, GSA has determined that the proposed action would have
no effect on dwarf wedgemussel.

Upland sandpiper (Bartramia longiccauda) are birds of open grasslands and short-grass prairie. They
may be found in large fallow fields, pastures and grassy areas greater than 250 acres. Upland sandpipers
need a mosaic of grasses in a large area, using the shorter grass areas for foraging and courtship and the
taller grasses for nesting and brood cover (PGC 2009a). They are likely a fall migrant in Nottoway
County. None of the grassland areas within the study area are large enough to be considered upland
sandpiper habitat and this species is not likely to be present.

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) is a resident subspecies of shrike. Loggerhead shrikes prefer
short grass pastures with scattered shrubs and fencerows or small utility lines. They have been observed
using agricultural landscapes, shelterbelts, cemeteries, golf courses and reclaimed strip mines in other
parts of their range. Essential elements in suitable habitat include short grasses and forbs interspersed
with perching locations for hunting and shrubs/small trees for nesting (PGC 2008b). Where shrubs and
low trees are not present, there are no occurrences of shrikes (USACE 1997). Preferred nest trees
include thorny species (e.g. hawthorn and locust), presumably to deter predators from getting to the
eggs (PGC 2009b). Territories are usually about 15-20 acres in size (Dechant et. al. 2002). Prescribed
burns are beneficial to shrike habitat because it reduces midstory woody vegetation and promotes
herbaceous layer which increases prey (USACE 1997). According to the Fort Pickett INRMP, loggerhead
shrikes have never been documented at Fort Pickett (VAANG 2007). The habitat present in the study
areas does not meet the requirements for loggerhead shrike; therefore, this species is not likely to be
present in the project area.

Migrant Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus migrans) is a migrant subspecies of shrike that differs
slightly in coloring and has shorter wings than the resident species of shrike. Breeding season is similar
to resident shrike, but migratory populations of shrike head northward to breeding ground from early
April to May (USACE 1997), The habitat for migrant loggerhead shrike is similar to that of resident
shrike. Migrant loggerhead Shrike have never been documented or observed at Fort Picket. In addition,
the habitat present in the study areas does not meet the requirements for migrant loggerhead shrike
and this species is not likely to be present in the project area.

Bachman’s sparrow (Aimophila aestivalis) historically inhabited open pine forests, but has also adapted
to open clear cuts and utility right-of-ways where open grassy habitat exists. It has been observed on
Fart Pickett in association with areas frequently burned, however areas burned too infrequently or too
frequently are abandoned (VAARNG 2007). Bachman sparrow is commonly found in pine savannahs



with sparse understory and shrub growth, or areas with adequate ground cover of grass and forbs. All
confirmed sightings of Bachman’s Sparrows at ARNG-MTC Fort Pickett to date have been within or just
north of the Controlled Access Area, approximately 2,000 feet from Parcel 21/20. The Controlled Access
Area is an approximately 10,500-acre area where VAARNG conducts live-fire training in convoy
operations, helicopter door gunnery, engineer breach lanes, defense, aerial gunnery, and combined
arms operations. The frequent fires caused by military training that occur in the Controlled Access Area
provide the necessary habitat for Bachman's sparrow (VAARNG 2007). Bachman sparrow have not been
documented on the project area parcels and because of the lack of burn maintenance, the project area
parcels do not contain suitable habitat for Bachman’s sparrow (VAARNG 2007). Therefore, this species is
not likely to occur.

Atlantic Pigtoe (Fusconaia masoni) require fast-flowing, well-oxygenated streams and are restricted to
fairly pristine habitats. They are very sensitive to sedimentation and channel modification, and the
larvae are extremely sensitive to pollution (Wolf 2010). The Nottoway River is habitat to one of the
healthiest populations of Atlantic pigtoe. Extensive surveys for this species have been conducted at Fort
Pickett and all known populations are located in the Nottoway River mainstem to the south of the study
area (Wolf 2010). According to VAFWIS, there is predicted habitat present for Atlantic pigtoe in the
southern 300 feet of Hurricane Branch where it forms the southwest boundary of LRA Parcel 10. The
potential for habitat to be present on LRA Parcel 10 was confirmed through a field survey of the reach as
the stream substrate was observed to be composed of sand and finer sediment, with visible flow and an
average depth of six inches. However, this reach and its tributaries have been subject to disturbance
from road and utility crossings. Additionally, a spillway is present on Hurricane Branch to the south of
Parcel 10 that would impede movement of Atlantic pigtoe upstream from the known populations in the
Nottoway River. Therefore, this species is not likely to occur within the project area. However, BMPs for
sedimentation and erosion control would be employed during all aspects of FASTC construction to
eliminate the potential for impacts to surface waters on or downstream of the project area, thereby
ensuring there would be no impacts to Atlantic pigtoe in downstream areas.

Whitemouth Shiner (Notropis alborus) are known to occur from North Carolina river drainages to
Virginia where they occur in the Chowan and Roanoke drainages. Shiner inhabit small to medium sized
warm streams that are high to medium gradient. They prefer clear to turbid water streams with sand to
rubble bedrock substrate and a swift current with alternating pools and riffles. Whitemouth shiner
habitat is threatened by development and land use practices that cause sedimentation of stream
characteristics and by impoundments (Naturserve 2012). The stream located on LRA Parcel 9 are all
listed on the Virginia 303(d) list of impaired waters due to nonattainment of the dissolved oxygen
standard. The stream does hot meet its designated use for aquatic life. Therefore, it is unlikely to
support populations of whitemouth shiner. Parcel 21/20 contains Birchin Creek and several unnamed
tributaries. Birchin Creek contains two large manmade impoundments and many portions of its drainage
is slow moving and marshy, forming extensive wetlands. The presence of the impoundments would
prevent the movement of fish between the Nottoway River and Birchin Lake to the south of the 21/20
parcel. The low stream flows and marsh habitats associated with Birchin Creek are not likely to support
populations of Whitemouth shiner. Therefore this species is not likely to occur on Parcel 21/20.
Hurricane Branch is located along the western boundary of LRA Parcel 10. This stream is primarily
composed of sand and finer sediment, has visible perennial flow and an average depth of 6 inches at its
southern extent. Therefore, it would provide suitable habitat for whitemouth shiner. A spillway is
present on Hurricane Branch to the south of Parcel 10 that would impede upstream movement of fish
and therefore this species is not likely to occur in the Parcel 10 project area. Construction for FASTC at
this location would not occur within 100 feet of the stream and BMPs for sedimentation and erosion



control would be employed during all aspects of FASTC construction to eliminate the potential for
impacts to surface waters on or downstream of the project area, thereby ensuring there would be no
impacts to whitemouth shiner should they be present in downstream areas.

In addition to the species listed by VAFWIS, Michaux’s sumac was identified by the USFWS as having the
potential to occur in the project area (Enclosure 5). Michaux's sumac is known to occur on ARNG-MTC,
and all known stands of this plant have been mapped (VAARNG 2007). Michaux’s sumac is unlikely to
occur on Parcel 21/20, Grid Parcel or LRA Parcel 9. The fringe areas of the forests on these parcels are
dominated by shrubs that are much larger than Michaux’s sumac, and it would not be able to compete
for space and necessary resources in these areas. The frequent use of mowing instead of prescribed
burning of open areas on the parcels also renders the habitat unlikely to support this species. Potential
habitat for Michaux’s sumac was identified during the habitat review of LRA Parcel 10 along the
southernmaost power utility easement. One site access road is planned to traverse this easement. GSA
conducted a survey for Michaux’s sumac in June 2012, and this species was not identified on the parcel.

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Although no longer a listed species under the Endangered Species Act, bald eagles (Haligeetus
feucocephalus) are known to occur at ARNG-MTC Fort Pickett and are protected under the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act and are listed as threatened by the Commonwealth of Virginia. There are
two known active bald eagle nests on ARNG-MTC; however, no eagle concentration areas are present.
One active nest (Nest Code: NY0801) is located on Hurricane Branch approximately 2.5 miles south of
LRA Parcel 9. This nesting site would not be affected by the proposed action. A second active bald eagle
nest was discovered near Parcel 21/20 during a 2012 field survey conducted for the EIS and VDGIF has
not yet assigned it a nest code. It is unknown at this time if this is a recurrent nest, if this nest has ever
successfully fledged young, or whether the nest will be used again in the future. VAARNG has advised
that they intend to perform studies of the nest. The nest is located approximately 440 feet east and 225
feet south of the southeast 21/20 parcel boundary, near existing VAARNG outdoor firing ranges
(Enclosures 2 and 3).

The closest proposed FASTC project facilities to the nest are indoor firing range buildings and
classrooms. Operations at these facilities are not likely to disturb nesting eagles as most noise and
activity would be contained within the buildings. Moreover, the nest is currently located within an
environment of similar activity because it is located approximately 1,000 feet west of an existing
VAARNG outdoor firing range. This range Is the closest to the nest and is not associated with the FASTC
project. The range is used by VAARNG,

Under Alternative 1, construction of the southernmaost firing range building would occur within 660 feet
of the nest. If bald eagles are using this nest at the time of planned construction of this firing range
building, construction would be scheduled to occur only between August and January, outside of the
eagle nesting season. Under Alternative 2, construction of the southernmost firing range building would
occur outside of the 660 foot buffer. Under either alternative, the nest is not visible from the proposed
construction areas due to the presence of pine forest between the site and the nest. As part of design
specifications, the clearing of trees around the facility at the Alternative 1 location would be minimized
to the maximum extent practicable to avoid any potential line of sight impacts to the nest.

Outdoor firing ranges and explosives pads associated with FASTC are not anticipated to disturb nesting
eagles. The closest proposed explosives pad is located approximately 2,800 feet away from the nest site
and the noise produced by it would he similar to current noise levels produced at ARNG-MTC. The



closest outdoor firing range proposed for use for the FASTC project is lacated approximately 1,750 feet
northeast of the eagle nest at an existing VAARNG range (300 Meter Range). The increased use of the
300 Meter Range (Range 8) is not anticipated to disturb nesting eagles as the birds would be
accustomed to noise disturbance by the various existing VAARNG ranges in the area.

GSA will coordinate with USFWS and VADCR to implement measures to minimize impacts of the
proposed action on bald eagles to ensure that there are no “takes” of bald eagles as defined by 16 U.S.C.
668-668c.

We appreciate your review of the proposed project. If you have any questions, please contact me at

215-446-4570 or myles.goodman@gsa.gov.

Sincerely,

Myles Goodman
General Services Administration

Enclosures: 1. Project Location Map
2. Alternative 1 Site Map
3. Alternative 2 Site Map
4. VaFWIS Initial Project Assessment
5. USFWS Official Species List

Ce:

Virginia Army National Guard - Fort Pickett

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation - Division of Natural Heritage
U.S. Department of State
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VAFWIS Seach Report Enclogsure 4

VaFWIS Search Report compiled on 5/14/2012, 11:47:00 AM Help

Observations reported or potential habitat occurs within a 3 mile radius around point
37,03,22,2 -77,57,08.6
in 135 Nottoway County, VA

View Map of
Site Location

353 Known or Likely Species ordered by Status Concern for Conservation
(displaying first 21) (21 species with Status* or Tier I** or Tier II** )

BOQVA Code |Status* |Tier** Common Name ifi m
010214 FESE I Logperch, Roanoke Percina rex

060003 FESE II Wedgemussel, dwarf Alasmidonta heterodon
040129 T I Sandpiper, upland Bartramia longicauda
040293 ST I Shrike, loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus
040385 8T I Sparrow, Bachman's Aimophila aestivalis
040093 FSST II Eagle, bald Haliaeetus leucocephalus
060173 FSST II Pi lanti Fusconaia masoni
010070 ST v hiner, whi Notropis alborus
040292 ST Shrike, migrant loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus migrans
060029 FS I1I Lance, vellow Elliptio lanceolata
070105 FS I11 Crayfish, Chowanoke Orconectes virginiensis
030063 cC I1I Turtle, spotted Clemmys guttata
010077 I Shiner, bridle Notropis bifrenatus
040225 I Sapsucker, vellow-bellied Sphyrapicus varius
040319 I Warbler, black-throated green |Dendroica virens
010174 II Bass, Roanoke Ambloplites cavifrons
040052 II Duck, American black Anas rubripes

040213 II Owl, northern saw-whet Aegolius acadicus
040105 I Rail, king Rallus elegans

040320 _ II Warbler, cerulean _ Dendroica cerulea
040266 II Wren, winter Troglodytes troglodytes

To view All 353 species View 353

* FE=Federal Endangered; FT=Federal Threatened; SE=State Endangered; ST=State Threatened;, FC=Federal Candidate;
FS=Federal Species of Concern; CC=Collection Concern

*# [=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier I - Critical Conservation Need; II=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier II -
Very High Conservation Need; III=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier III - High Conservation Need; IV=VA Wildlife Action Plan -
Tier IV - Moderate Conservation Need

NOTE: For ESA consultation purposes only those species listed as state or federally threatened orx
endangered were addressed in this correspondence and the entire VaFWIS species list is not enclosed.

Anadromous Fish Use Streams

http://vafwis.org/...pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617&dist=4827& por=37,03,22.2+-77,57,08.6 & searchType=R &streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM)]



VAFWIS Seach Report

N/A
Impediments to Fish Passage (2 records) ini h IM” i | 1
[1D] Name | River |View Map|

[BIRCHIN CREEK [Yes |
[BIRCHIN CREEK|[Yes |

[226][BUTTERWOOD LAKE UPPER DAM
[227||BUTTERWOQD LOWER DAM

Threatened and Endangered Waters

N/A

Managed Trout Streams

N/A

Bald Eagle Concentration Areas and Roosts

N/A

Bald Eagle Nests
N/A

Habitat Predicted for Aquatic WAP Tier I & II Species (3 Reaches)

Tier Species Vi
Stream Name Highest BOVA Code, Status™, Tier" ', .\52‘,;"
TE Common & Scientific Name
010214 | FESE | 1 %%?k_?‘ Percina rex
| Birchin Creek (03010201) FESE = S _ Yes
igtoe, usconaia
060173 | FSST || II Atlantic masoni
010214 | FESE | 1 L-Qgpﬁfm Percina rex
Hurricane Branch FESE Roanoke Yes
(03010201) Pigtoe, Fusconaia
060173 || FSST || II Al PSSR
010214 || FESE I Percina rex
Tommeheton Creek FESE Roanoke Vs
(03010201) 060173 | FssT || 1 ||Pigtee, Fusconaia T
Atlantic masoni

http:/ivafwis.org/.. pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617& dist=4827&por=37,03,22.2+-77,57,08.6&searchType=R&streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM]




VAFWIS Seach Report

Habitat Predicted for Terrestrial WAP Tier I & II Species

BOVA Code|Status* |Tier**| Common Name | Scientific Name |View Map
040385 ST I Sparrow, Bachman's |Aimophila aestivalis|Yes

Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks (6 records )

f All Resul
Virginia Br ing Bird Atlas Block:

BBA - . —— Breeding Bird Atlas Species \ ]
il tlas Qu?“;;l;g e Bloc Sifferent Highfst Highﬁt \ﬂ?ﬁ'
| Species TE Tier

47054 |Blackstone East, CE | 73 | [ v |Yes I
[47053 |[Blackstone East, CW | 73 | [ v [Yes
[47052 |Blackstone Fast, NE [ 72 | | v [Yes
[47051 |[Blackstone East, NW | 68 [ 5 11T |Yes ;
[47056 |[Blackstone Fast, SE | 63 I | IV \Yes
[47055 |[Blackstone East, SW | 71 [ I IV IYes
Public Holdings: (1 names)
[ Name | Agency | Level |

| Fort Pickett Military Reservation || U.S. Dept. of Army || Federal |

Summary of BOVA Species Associated with Cities and Counties of the Commonwealth of
Virginig:

[FIPS Code][City and County Name|Different Species|[Highest TE|[Highest Tier|
[135  |Nottoway [ 334 FesE [ 1 |

USGS 7.5' Quadrangles:
Blackstone West
Blackstone East

USGS NRCS Watersheds in Virginia:

N/A

USGS National 6th Order Watersheds Summary of Wildlife Action Plan Tier I, II, III, and IV
Species:

|[HU6 Code|[USGS 6th Order Hydrologic Unit|Different Species Highest TE Highest Tier|
cuoz | iver- I 60| FESE | I |
ICUO8 |Hurricane Branch-Long Branch I 52| FESE | I |
ICU10 [Tommeheton Creek | 54| FESE | I |
DA30 ||Cellar Creek [ 48] FSST | I [

http:/fvafwis.org/.. pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617& dist=4827&por=37,03,22.2+-77,57,08.6& searchType=R&streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM]



VaFWIS Map

Site Location

[37,03,22.1-77,57,08.5

is the Search Point

Show Position Rings
® ves O No

1 mile and 1/4 mile at the
Search Point

Show Search Area
® Yes O No
Search distance miles

radius

Search Point is at
map center

Base Map Chaices

| Topography |

Map Overlay Choices
Current List: Position,
ISearch, BECAR, BAEANests,
ITEWaters, Tierll, Habitat,
Trout, Anadromaus

Map Overlay Legend
T & E Waters

[T e s
State

Trout Watars
ClassI-IV

Class V-Vl
Anadromous Fish Reach

Confirmed

Potential
Impadiment

Position Rings
1 mile and 1/4
mila at tha

Virginia Fish and Wildlife
Information Service

QRGN 4

Screen gmall Slz'e Blg_i

Size

% -..;,""‘- SR f '

7.5

Point of Search 37,03,22.1 -77,57,08.5
Map Location 37,03,22.1-77,57,08.5

htp:/ivafwis org/ . s&poi=37%2C03%2C22.2+-77%2C57%2C08 6&por=&ret=1&s=0&scarchType=R&shifti=0&t=2&title=Site+Location&n=395878 O&use_s=0[5/14/2012 11.50:15 AM]




VaFWIS Map

Search Point Select Coordinate System: (®) Degrees,Minutes,Seconds Latitude - Longitude
(O Decimal Degrees Latitude - Longitude
3 mile radius 9 g
Search Area (O Meters UTM NADS3 East North Zone
(O Meters UTM NAD27 East North Zone
Bald Eagla Base Map source: USGS 1:250,000 topographic maps (see Microsoft terraserver-usa.com for details)
Concantration Araas
and Roosts

Map projection is UTM Zone 18 NAD 1983 with left 227881 and top 4114797, Pixel size is 32
meters , Coordinates displayed are Degrees, Minutes, Seconds North and West.Map is currently
displayed as 600 columns by 600 rows for a total of 360000 pixles. The map display represents
19200 meters east to west by 19200 meters north to south for a total of 368.6 square kilometers.
The map display represents 63002 feet east to west by 63002 feet north to south for a total of
142.3 square miles.

( pald Eagle Nests

s Data

" ORARNFERR R
A UTM Zone change occurs within the image.The left-hand side of the image is a pseudo
projection from UTM Zone 17 into UTM Zone 18 resulting in reduced spatial accuracy within the

portion of the image occurring in UTM Zone 17.

Topographic maps and Black and white aerial photography for year 1990+-

are from the United States Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey.

Color aerial photography aquired 2002 is from Virginia Base Mapping Program, Virginia Geographic
Information Network.

Shaded topographic maps are from TOPQ! ©2006 National Geographic
http://www.national.geographic.com/topo

All other map products are from the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries.

map assembled 2012-05-14 11:48:05  (ga/qc December 1, 2011 15:16 - tn=395878.0
dist=4827 Visitor )

| DGIF | Credits | Disclaimer | Contact shirl.dressler@dagif.virginia.gov |Please view our privacy policy |
Copyright: 1998-2011 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

I | | |
I Ic ] |
| [ ]

http://vafwis org/ s&poi=37%2C03%2C22 2+-77%2C57%2C08 6&por=&ret=1 &s=0& searchType=Ré&shift=0&t=2&title=Site+Location&in=395878 O&use_s=0[5/14/2012 11:50.15 AM]


http //vafwis org/. .s&poi=37%2C03%2C22.2+-77%2C57%2C08 6&por=&ret=l &s=O&searchType=R&shift=O&t=2&title=Site+Location&tn=395878. 0&use_s=0[5/1 4/2012 II :50. 15 AM]
http:/jwww.national.geographic.com/topo

) ) Enclosure 5
United States Department of Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: FASTC

Official Species-list: FASTC

Virginia Ecological Services Field Office

Following is an official U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service species-list from the Virginia Ecological
Services Field Office. The species-list identifies listed and proposed species and designated and
proposed critical habitat that may be affected by the project "FASTC". You may use this list to
meet the requirements of section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended
(ESA).

This species-list has been generated by the Service's on-line Information, Planning, and
Conservation (IPaC) decision support system based on project type and location information
you provided on March 23, 2012, 9:35 AM. This information is summarized below.

Please reference our tracking number, 05E2VA00-2012-SLI1-0488, in future reference to this

project to assist in expediting the process.

Newer information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
listed species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free
to contact the office(s) identified below if you need more current information or assistance
regarding the potential presence of federally proposed, listed, or candidate species, or proposed
or designated critical habitat. Please note that under the ESA, a species-list is valid for 90 days.
Therefore, the Service recommends that you visit the [PaC site at regular intervals during
project planning and implementation for updates to species-lists and information. An updated
list may be requested through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive
this list. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 consultation,
including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered Species

Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pd£f/TOC-GLOS . PDF

This list below only addresses federally proposed, listed, or candidate species and federally
designated critical habitat. Please contact the appropriate State agencies for information
regarding State species of special designation. Also, please feel free to contact the office(s)
identified below if you would like information on other important trust resources (such as

migratory birds) in your project area.

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 08:35 AM
Page 1


http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

=¥ nited States Department of Interior
A( Fish and Wildlife Service

L i

29 Project name: FASTC

This Species-list document is provided by:

VIRGINIA ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE
6669 SHORT LANE

GLOUCESTER, VA 23061

(804) 693-6694
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/virginiafield/

TAILS consultation code: 05E2VAD0-2012-SLI-0488

Project type: Development

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 09:35 AM
Page 2
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Project coordinates: MULTIPOLYGON (((-77.983716 37.074628, -77.9717855 37.0752288, -77.9716997
37.0643283, -77.9432039 37.0643283, -77.9432039 37.0581485, -77.942174 37.0561744, -77.9365091 37.058921, -
77.9388266 37.0632984, -77.9389982 37.0678474, -77.9386549 37.0735122, -77.9287844 37.0713664, -77.9280977
37.0707656, -77.924407 37.0692207, -77.9232054 37.065015, -77.9262094 37.0580627, -77.9258661 37.0568611, -
77.89256945 37.0554878, -77.9274969 37.0526554, -77.9304152 37.0546295, -77.9380541 37.0489646, -77.940629
37.0523979, -77.8554777 37.0473339, -77.9640608 37.0489088, -77.9717855 37.058406, -77.9719572 37.0596935,
-77.977622 37.05698651, -77.980197 37.0609809, -77.983716 37.074628)))

Project counties: Nottoway, VA

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 09:35 AM
Page 3



United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: FASTC

Endangered Species Act Species-list
Dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon)
Listing Status: Endangered

Michaux's sumac (Rhus michauxii)
Listing Status: Endangered

Roanoke logperch (Percina rex)
Listing Status. Endangered

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 09:35 AM
Page 4



[ERYA

July 16, 2012

GSA Mid-Atlantic Region

Ms. Rene Hypes

Environmental Review Coordinator

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation - Division of Natural Heritage
217 Governor Street

Richmond, VA 23219

Re: PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A FOREIGN AFFAIRS SECURITY TRAINING CENTER (FASTC) IN
NOTTOWAY COUNTY, VIRGINIA BY THE GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION AND THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, BUREAU OF DIPLOMATIC SECURITY.

Dear Ms. Hypes,

The United States (U.S.) General Services Administration (GSA) is preparing an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the proposed acquisition of land and development of a U.S. Department of State
(DOS), Bureau of Diplomatic Security (DS) Foreign Affairs Security Training Center (FASTC). This letter is
to request informal consultation with the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) in
accordance with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, including review of GSA’s determination for the
proposed action.

GSA is the action proponent for the proposed project and is acting in cooperation with DOS, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and National Guard Bureau. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers will have permitting authority over this action as it would affect waters of the U.S.
(i.e. jurisdictional wetlands) and would participate in consultation with your agency, if deemed
necessary.

Project Description

The proposed development would occur on four parcels of land at the Army National Guard Maneuver
Training Center (ARNG-MTC) and Pickett Park in Nottoway County, Virginia, near the town of Blackstone
(Enclosure 1); referred to herein as ARNG-MTC Parcels 21/20 and Grid Parcel and Nottoway County LRA
Parcel 9 and LRA Parcel 10. These parcels comprise the “Action Area” (Enclosure 1). The use of Parcel
21/20 would be authorized by a Land Use Agreement implemented through a Memorandum of
Understanding with VAARNG, and LRA Parcels 9 and 10 would be purchased from Nottoway County.

The project would consolidate existing dispersed training functions into a single location to improve
training efficiency and enhance the training operations of DS. At project completion, the proposed
FASTC would be a complete training center for 8,000-10,000 students annually. The facility would
provide state-of-the-art instruction in soft and hard skills, as well as administrative and life support
functions, including a residential campus. Facilities that would be constructed to support the FASTC
program include a Main Campus (classrooms, dormitories and other life support, administration, and
security), a Mock Urban Tactical Training Area, High Speed Driving Tracks, Off Road/Unimproved Driving
Tracks, Firing Ranges, and Explosives Ranges.

U S. General Services Administration
20 N 8" Strest

Philadelphia PA 19107-31¢1

wWwWwW . gsa gov



FASTC would be developed in three phases between 2014 and 2020 and would require the clearing of
approximately 1,400 acres of primarily forested land for the construction of facilities.

GSA is considering two build alternatives for the proposed FASTC facility and a no action alternative. The
main differences between the build alternatives are the location of the Main Campus and the layout of
the project on two parcels versus four parcels. The two action alternatives consist of varied layouts that
consider the programmatic requirements of the proposed FASTC facility and caonfigurations that
minimize environmental impacts. Design of this project has not been completed and a final decision on
the preferred alternative has not yet been made. Therefore, GSA is requesting your review of both
alternatives, which are described below and depicted on Enclosures 2 and 3.

e Alternative 1
Under Alternative 1, the facilities would be constructed on Parcel 21/20 and LRA Parcel 9 (Enclosure
2). The Main Campus would be centrally located on a plateau along the western boundary of Parcel
21/20. Locating the Main Campus on a plateau of Parcel 21/20 utilizes a relatively flat area to
minimize re-grading. A dense development footprint minimizes encroachment on existing wetlands.

Firing Ranges would be located in the east-central portion of Parcel 21/20, northeast of the campus
area. Range buildings are located to maximize the use of existing roads and an existing ARNG-MTC
300 meter firing range (Range 8), which would minimize the area of development and associated
environmental impacts.

Explosives Ranges would be located in the northern portion of Parcel 21/20. Access to the Explosives
Ranges would be achieved with a combination of new roads and existing tank trails. Individual
explosive pads are positioned to keep all blast fragment clearances entirely within Parcel 21/20
boundaries.

The Mock Urban Tactical Training Area would be situated in the eastern portion of LRA Parcel 9 and
the High Speed Driving Track and Off Road/Unimproved Driving Track Areas would occupy the
majority of the remaining land area. FASTC Emergency Services (EMS) would be co-located with the
ARNG-MTC EMS adjacent to the southern boundary of LRA Parcel 9, on Military Road to take
advantage of synergies between the agencies.

e Alternative 2
Alternative 2 includes all of the FASTC program elements that are included in Alternative 1. The
Main Campus would be located on LRA Parcel 10 to the west of LRA Parcel 9 and the Explosive
Ranges would be constructed in an alternative configuration (Enclosure 3).

Similar to Alternative 1, the High Speed Driving Tracks and Off Road/Unimproved Driving Track
Areas would be located on LRA Parcel 9; however, the driving tracks would be spaced farther apart
and Mock Urban Tactical Training Area would be located on the Grid Parcel.

State Threatened and Endangered species
A Virginia Fish and Wildlife Information Service (VaFWIS) query was conducted on an area with a 3-mile

radius that fully encompassed the project parcels as well as outlying areas (Enclosure 4). The following
species were listed by the VaFWIS as having potential to occur in the project area and are afforded legal



status under the provisions of the Virginia Endangered Plant and Insect Species Act (Chapter 10 §3.2-
1000 through 1011 of the Code of Virginia):

Status* Common Name Scientific Name
 FESE Logperch, Roanoke Percina rex
- FESE. ‘Woodpecker, Red-cockaded Picoiﬁ’es borealis
“FESE Wedgemussel, Dwarf Aiasmidbﬁgheterodon
VST Sandpiper, Upland Bartramia longicauda
ST Shrike, Loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus

ST | Shrike, Migrant loggerhead |Lanius ludovicianus migrans |

ST Sparrow, Bachman's Aifﬁo.phi!a aestivalis
FSST Pigtoe, Atlantic Fuscana}a masoni

ST- Shiner, Whitemouth Notropis alborus
FS;"ST Eagle, Bald Haliaeetus leucocephalus

FE=Federal Endangered;' FT=Federal Threatened; SE=State Endaﬁgéred; ST=State Threatened; FS=Federal
Species of Concern* The Bald Eagle was removed from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife in
2007.

The Roanoke logperch (Percina rex) typically inhabits medium-to-large, warm, usually clear streams and
small rivers of moderate to low gradient. Adults usually inhabit the main body of stream pools, runs, and
riffles and select areas with exposed, silt free gravel substrate (USFWS 2003a). An online inquiry with
the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Fish and Wildlife Information Service identified
approximately 300 feet of Hurricane Branch, along the western boundary of LRA Parcel 10, as potential
Roanoke Logperch habitat. The potential for logperch to occur in this area is low due the presence of a
downstream spillway that would hinder fish movements and because of adverse impacts to stream
tributaries from utility crossings. No development on LRA Parcel 10 would occur along the banks of
Hurricane Branch and no stream crossings of this waterbody are proposed. One stream crossing is
proposed across a tributary to Hurricane Branch. This tributary has been previously disturbed by the
installation of underground utilities. No in-stream work would occur in Hurricane Branch or its
tributaries eliminating the potential for direct impacts to Roanoke logperch. The use of Best
Management Practices (BMPs) for sedimentation and erosion control during all aspects of FASTC
construction would eliminate the potential for impacts to surface waters on or downstream of the
project area, including Hurricane Branch and its tributaries. Therefore, GSA has determined that the
proposed action would have no effect on Roanoke logperch.

Red-cockaded woodpecker (Piocoides borealis) is listed as an endangered species within the
Commonwealth of Virginia. Red-cockaded woodpeckers require open pine woodlands and savannahs
with large old pines for nesting and roosting habitat. Large old pines are required as cavity trees because
the cavities are excavated completely within inactive heartwood, so that the cavity interior remains free
from resin that can entrap the birds. Also, old pines are preferred as cavity trees, because of the higher
incidence of the heartwood decay that greatly facilitates cavity excavation. Cavity trees must be in open
stands with little or no hardwood midstory and few or no overstory hardwoods, a condition frequently
resulting from periodic burning of the understory. Hardwood encroachment resulting from fire
suppression is a well-known cause of cluster abandonment(USFWS 2003b). The habitat on the FASTC
parcels is dominated by closed canopy forests. The limited grassland areas are managed by frequent



mowing rather than prescribed burning. As a result, the habitat on the project area parcels would not
meet the habitat requirements for Red-Cockaded Woodpeckers. Additionally, according to the Ft.
Pickett Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan, this species has never been documented at Fort
Pickett. Therefore, this species would not occur in the project area.

The dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon) lives on muddy sand, sand, and gravel bottoms in creeks
and rivers of various sizes. It requires areas of slow to moderate current, good water quality, and little
silt deposition. The only known population of dwarf wedgemussel in Nottoway County is found in the
main stem of the Nottoway River (USFWS 1993). This species is not known to occur in the project area,
however, the use of BMPs for sedimentation and erosion control during all aspects of FASTC
construction would eliminate the potential for impacts to surface waters on or downstream of the
project area, thereby eliminating any potential impacts to dwarf wedgemussel should they be present
on LRA Parcel in Hurricane Branch. Therefore, GSA has determined that the proposed action would have
no effect on dwarf wedgemussel.

Upland sandpiper (Bartramia longiccauda) are birds of open grasslands and short-grass prairie. They
may be found in large fallow fields, pastures and grassy areas greater than 250 acres. Upland sandpipers
need a mosaic of grasses in a large area, using the shorter grass areas for foraging and courtship and the
taller grasses for nesting and brood cover (PGC 2009a). They are likely a fall migrant in Nottoway
County, None of the grassland areas within the study area are large enough to be considered upland
sandpiper habitat and this species is not likely to be present.

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) is a resident subspecies of shrike. Loggerhead shrikes prefer
short grass pastures with scattered shrubs and fencerows or small utility lines. They have been observed
using agricultural landscapes, shelterbelts, cemeteries, golf courses and reclaimed strip mines in other
parts of their range. Essential elements in suitable habitat include short grasses and forbs interspersed
with perching locations for hunting and shrubs/small trees for nesting (PGC 2009b). Where shrubs and
low trees are not present, there are no occurrences of shrikes (USACE 1997). Preferred nest trees
include thorny species (e.g. hawthorn and locust), presumably to deter predators from getting to the
eggs (PGC 2009b). Territories are usually about 15-20 acres in size (Dechant et. al. 2002). Prescribed
burns are beneficial to shrike habitat because it reduces midstory woody vegetation and promotes
herbaceous layer which increases prey (USACE 1997). According to the Fort Pickett INRMP, loggerhead
shrikes have never been documented at Fort Pickett (VAANG 2007). The habitat present in the study
areas does not meet the requirements for loggerhead shrike; therefore, this species is not likely to be
present in the project area.

Migrant Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius fudovicianus migrans) is a migrant subspecies of shrike that differs
slightly in coloring and has sharter wings than the resident species of shrike. Breeding season is similar
to resident shrike, but migratory populations of shrike head northward 1o breeding ground from early
April to May (USACE 1997). The habitat for migrant loggerhead shrike is similar to that of resident
shrike. Migrant loggerhead Shrike have never been documented or observed at Fort Picket. In addition,
the habitat present in the study areas does not meet the requirements for migrant loggerhead shrike
and this species is not likely to be present in the project area.

Bachman’s sparrow (Aimophila aestivalis) historically inhabited open pine forests, hut has also adapted
to open clear cuts and utility right-of-ways where open grassy habitat exists. It has been observed on
Fort Pickett in association with areas frequently burned, however areas burned too infrequently or too
frequently are abandoned (VAARNG 2007). Bachman sparrow is commonly found in pine savannahs



with sparse understory and shrub growth, or areas with adequate ground cover of grass and forbs. All
confirmed sightings of Bachman’s Sparrows at ARNG-MTC Fort Pickett to date have been within or just
north of the Controlled Access Area, approximately 2,000 feet from Parcel 21/20. The Controlled Access
Area is an approximately 10,500-acre area where VAARNG conducts live-fire training in convoy
operations, helicopter door gunnery, engineer breach lanes, defense, aerial gunnery, and combined
arms operations. The frequent fires caused by military training that occur in the Controlled Access Area
provide the necessary habitat for Bachman’s sparrow (VAARNG 2007). Bachman sparrow have not been
documented on the project area parcels and because of the lack of burn maintenance, the project area
parcels do not contain suitable habitat for Bachman’s sparrow (VAARNG 2007). Therefore, this species is
not likely to occur.

Atlantic Pigtoe (Fusconaia masoni) require fast-flowing, well-oxygenated streams and are restricted to
fairly pristine habitats. They are very sensitive to sedimentation and channel modification, and the
larvae are extremely sensitive to pollution (Wolf 2010). The Nottoway River is habitat to one of the
healthiest populations of Atlantic pigtoe. Extensive surveys for this species have been conducted at Fort
Pickett and all known populations are located in the Nottoway River mainstem to the south of the study
area (Wolf 2010). According to VAFWIS, there is predicted habitat present for Atlantic pigtoe in the
southern 300 feet of Hurricane Branch where it forms the southwest boundary of LRA Parcel 10. The
potential for habitat to be present on LRA Parcel 10 was confirmed through a field survey of the reach as
the stream substrate was observed to be composed of sand and finer sediment, with visible flow and an
average depth of six inches. However, this reach and its tributaries have been subject to disturbance
from road and utility crossings. Additionally, a spillway is present on Hurricane Branch to the south of
Parcel 10 that would impede movement of Atlantic pigtoe upstream from the known populations in the
Nottoway River. Therefore, this species is not likely to occur within the project area. However, BMPs for
sedimentation and erosion control would be employed during all aspects of FASTC construction to
eliminate the potential for impacts to surface waters on or downstream of the project area, thereby
ensuring there would be no impacts to Atlantic pigtoe in downstream areas.

Whitemouth Shiner (Notropis alborus) are known to occur from North Carolina river drainages to
Virginia where they occur in the Chowan and Roanoke drainages. Shiner inhabit small to medium sized
warm streams that are high to medium gradient. They prefer clear to turbid water streams with sand to
rubble bedrock substrate and a swift current with alternating pools and riffles. Whitemouth shiner
habitat is threatened by development and land use practices that cause sedimentation of stream
characteristics and by impoundments (Naturserve 2012). The stream located on LRA Parcel 9 are all
listed on the Virginia 303(d) list of impaired waters due to nonattainment of the dissolved oxygen
standard. The stream does not meet its designated use for aquatic life. Therefore, it is unlikely to
support populations of whitemouth shiner. Parcel 21/20 contains Birchin Creek and several unnamed
tributaries. Birchin Creek contains two large manmade impoundments and many portions of its drainage
is slow moving and marshy, forming extensive wetlands. The presence of the impoundments would
prevent the movement of fish between the Nottoway River and Birchin Lake to the south of the 21/20
parcel. The low stream flows and marsh habitats associated with Birchin Creek are not likely to support
populations of Whitemouth shiner. Therefore this species is not likely to occur on Parcel 21/20.
Hurricane Branch is located along the western boundary of LRA Parcel 10. This stream is primarily
composed of sand and finer sediment, has visible perennial flow and an average depth of 6 inches at its
southern extent. Therefore, it would provide suitable habitat for whitemouth shiner. A spillway is
present on Hurricane Branch to the south of Parcel 10 that would impede upstream movement of fish
and therefore this species is not likely to occur in the Parcel 10 project area. Construction for FASTC at
this location would not occur within 100 feet of the stream and BMPs for sedimentation and erosion



control would be employed during all aspects of FASTC construction to eliminate the potential for
impacts to surface waters an or downstream of the project area, thereby ensuring there would be no
impacts to whitemouth shiner should they be present in downstream areas.

In addition to the species listed by VAFWIS, Michaux’s sumac was identified by the USFWS as having the
potential to occur in the project area (Enclosure 5). Michaux’s sumac is known to occur on ARNG-MTC,
and all known stands of this plant have been mapped (VAARNG 2007). Michaux's sumac is unlikely to
occur on Parcel 21/20, Grid Parcel or LRA Parcel 9. The fringe areas of the forests on these parcels are
dominated by shrubs that are much larger than Michaux's sumac, and it would not be able to compete
for space and necessary resources in these areas. The frequent use of mowing instead of prescribed
burning of open areas on the parcels also renders the habitat unlikely to support this species. Potential
habitat for Michaux’s sumac was identified during the habitat review of LRA Parcel 10 along the
southernmost power utility easement. One site access road is planned to traverse this easement, GSA
canducted a survey for Michaux’s sumac in June 2012, and this species was not identified on the parcel.

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act

Although no longer a listed species under the Endangered Species Act, bald eagles (Haligeetus
leucocephalus) are known to occur at ARNG-MTC Fort Pickett and are protected under the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act and are listed as threatened by the Commonwealth of Virginia. There are
two known active bald eagle nests on ARNG-MTC; however, no eagle concentration areas are present.
One active nest (Nest Code: NY0801) is located on Hurricane Branch approximately 2.5 miles south of
LRA Parcel 9. This nesting site would not be affected by the proposed action, A second active bald eagle
nest was discovered near Parcel 21/20 during a 2012 field survey conducted for the EIS and VDGIF has
not yet assigned it a nest code. It is unknown at this time if this is a recurrent nest, if this nest has ever
successfully fledged young, or whether the nest will be used again in the future. VAARNG has advised
that they intend to perform studies of the nest. The nest is located approximately 440 feet east and 225
feet south of the southeast 21/20 parcel boundary, near existing VAARNG outdoor firing ranges
{Enclosures 2 and 3).

The closest proposed FASTC project facilities to the nest are indoor firing range buildings and
classrooms. Operations at these facilities are not likely to disturb nesting eagles as most noise and
activity would be contained within the buildings. Moreover, the nest is currently located within an
environment of similar activity because it is located approximately 1,000 feet west of an existing
VAARNG outdoor firing range. This range is the closest to the nest and is not associated with the FASTC
project. The range is used by VAARNG.

Under Alternative 1, construction of the southernmost firing range building would occur within 660 feet
of the nest. If bald eagles are using this nest at the time of planned construction of this firing range
building, construction would be scheduled to occur only between August and January, outside of the
eagle nesting season. Under Alternative 2, construction of the southernmost firing range building would
occur outside of the 660 foot buffer, Under either alternative, the nest is not visible from the proposed
construction areas due to the presence of forest between the site and the nest. As part of design
specifications, the clearing of trees around the facility at the Alternative 1 location would be minimized
to the maximum extent practicable to avoid any potential line of sight impacts to the nest.

Outdoor firing ranges and explosives pads associated with FASTC are not anticipated to disturb nesting
eagles. The closest proposed explosives pad is located approximately 2,800 feet away from the nest site
and the noise produced by it would be similar to current noise levels produced at ARNG-MTC. The



closest outdoor firing range proposed for use for the FASTC project is located approximately 1,750 feet
northeast of the eagle nest at an existing VAARNG range (300 Meter Range). The increased use of the
300 Meter Range (Range 8) is not anticipated to disturb nesting eagles as the birds would be
accustomed to noise disturbance from existing VAARNG ranges in the area.

GSA will coordinate with USFWS and VADIF to implement measures to minimize impacts of the
proposed action on bald eagles to ensure that there are no “takes” of bald eagles as defined by 16 U.5.C.
668-668c.

We appreciate your review of the proposed project. If you have any questions, please contact me at

215-446-4570 or myles.goodman@gsa.gov.

Sincerely,

Myles Goodman
General Services Administration

Enclosures: 1. Project Location Map
2. Alternative 1 Site Map
3. Alternative 2 Site Map
4. VaFWIS Initial Project Assessment
5. USFWS Official Species List

Cc:

Virginia Army National Guard — Fort Pickett
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
U.S. Department of State
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VAFWIS Seach Report

Enclosure 4

VaFWIS Search Report compiled on 5/14/2012, 11:47:00 AM

Observations reported or potential habitat occurs within a 3 mile radius around point
37,03,22.2 -77,57,08.6
in 135 Nottoway County, VA

View Map of
Site Location

353 Known or Likely Species ordered by Status Concern for Conservation

(displaying first 21) (21 species with Status* or Tier I** or Tier IT** )

BOVA Code |Status* |Tier** Common Name Scientific Name
010214 FESE I Logperch, Roanoke Percina rex

060003 FESE II Wed u Alasmidonta heterodon
040129 ST Sandpiper, upland Bartramia longicauda
040293 ST Shrike, loggerhead Lanius ludovicianus
040385 ST Sparrow ; Aimophila aestivalis
040093 FSST 11 Eagle, bald Haliaeetus leucocephalus
060173 FSST I Pigtoe, Atlantic_ Fusconaia masoni
010070 ST v Shiner, whitemouth_ Notropis alborus
040292 ST Shrike, migrant loggerhead  |Lanius ludovicianus migrans
060029 FS III Lance, vellow Elliptio lanceolata
070105 FS I11 Crayfish, Chowanoke Orconectes virginiensis
030063 CcC III Turtle, spotted Clemmys guttata
010077 Shiner, bridle Notropis bifrenatus
040225 Sapsucker -bellied Sphyrapicus varius
040319 W - r Dendroica virens
010174 II Bass, Roanoke Ambloplites cavifrons
040052 II Duck, American black Anas rubripes

040213 II Owl, northern saw-whet_ Aegolius acadicus
040105 II Rail, king Rallus elegans

040320 II Warbler, cerulean Dendroica cerulea
040266 11 Wren, winter Troglodytes troglodytes

To view All 353 species View 353

Help

* FE=Federal Endangered; FT=Federal Threatened, SE=>State Endangered;
FS=Federal Species of Concern; CC=Collection Concern

ST=State Threatened; FC=Federal Candidate;

II1=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier II -
IV=VA Wildlife Action Plan -

** T=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier I - Critical Conservation Need;
Very High Conservation Need; III=VA Wildlife Action Plan - Tier III - High Conservation Need,
Tier IV - Moderate Conservation Need

NOTE: For ESA consultation purposes only those species listed as state or federally threatened or
endangered were addressed in this correspondence and the entire VaFWIS species list is not enclosed.

Anadromous Fish Use Streams

http://vafwis.org/...pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617& dist=4827&por=37,03,22.2+-77,57,08.6&search Type=Ré&streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM]


http://vafwis

VAFWIS Seach Report

N/A

Impediments to Fish Passage (2 records)

() Name [ River |[View Map
[226/[BUTTERWOQD LAKE UPPER DAM [BIRCHIN CREEK|[Yes |
[227|[BUTTERWOOD LOWER DAM |BIRCHIN CREEK|Yes |

Threatened and Endangered Waters

N/A

Managed Trout Streams

N/A

Bald Eagle Concentration Areas and Roosts

N/A

Bald Eagle Nests
N/A

Habitat Predicted for Aquatic WAP Tier I & II Species (3 Reaches)

Predicted for W

Fish Impediments

Tier Species

View

Stream Name Highest BOVA Code, Status™, Tier™ ", Map
TE Common & Scientific Name
010214 || FESE || 1 %%% Percina rex
Birchin Creek (03010201) | FESE s - . Yes
|nge, usconala
060173 || FSST || I Atlantic masoni
|
010214 | FESE | 1 |kegperch, Percina rex
Hurricane Branch | | Roanoke |
FESE Yes
(03010201) Pigtoe, Fusconaia
060173 | FSST | 11 || £19t8 |
| At an!;lg masoni
L )
010214 || FESE || 1 |Logeerch, Percina rex
Tommeheton Creek Roanoke
(03010201) o e reer | 1 |Pigtos, Fusconaia | o
060173 Atlantic masoni

http://vafwis.org/...pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617&dist=4827&por=37,03,22.2+-77,57,08.6& search Type=R &streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM]




VAFWIS Seach Report

Habitat Predicted for Terrestrial WAP Tier I & II Species

BOVA Code |Status* |Tier**| Common Name | Scientific Name |View Map
040385 ST I Sparrow, Bachman's |Aimophila aestivalis|Yes

Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas Blocks (6 records )

View Map of All Query Results
Virginia B ing Bird Atlas Blocks
BBk atl PR | Breeding Bird Atlas Species »
B/ as Qu?\I ar;r;g e Bloc =oT— Hi ghfst Hi ghgit N;g\g
Species TE Tier l
[47054 |[Blackstone Fast, CE | 73 | | vV Yes |
[47053 |[Blackstone East, CW | 73 I : v Yes |
147052 ||Blackstone East, NE | 72 I | i |Yes |
147051 |Blackstone East, NW i 68 | I I1I lYes |
47056 |[Blackstone East, SE [ 63 | I v Yes |
[47055 |[Blackstone East, SW I 71 | I v Yes
Public Holdings: (1 names)
“ Name | Agency | Level |

| Fort Pickett Military Reservation || U.S. Dept. of Army || Federal |

Summary of BOVA Species Associated with Cities and Counties of the Commonwealth of
Virginia:

|[FIPS Code [City and County Name |Different Species|[Highest TE [Highest Tier|
[135  |Notfoway [ 334 FESE | T |

USGS 7.5' Quadrangles:
Blackstone West
Blackstone East

USGS NRCS Watersheds in Virginia:

N/A

USGS National 6th Order Watersheds Summary of Wildlife Action Plan Tier I, II, III, and IV
Species:

[HU6 Code |USGS 6th Order Hydrologic Unit Different Species|[Highest TE/[Highest Tier
[CU07  INottoway River-Cedar Creek I 60 FESE || I |
ICU08 |IHurricane Branch-Long Branch | 52| FESE | I |
ICU10  |[Tommeheton Creek B 54| FESE | I |
DA30 [Cellar Creek [ 48| FssT || 1 |

http://vatwis.org/...pf=0&requestTime=1337010452617&dist=4827&por=37,03,22.2+-77,57,08.6&searchType=R&streamSearchLength=0[5/14/2012 11:48:34 AM]
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VaFWIS Map
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Point of Search 37,03,22.1 -77,57,08.5

Map Location 37,03,22.1 -77,57,08.5

hitp://vafwis.org/. . s&poi=37%2C03%2C22 2+-77%2C357%2C08. 6& por=&ret=1 &s=0&searchType=R&shift=0& =2 &title=Site+Location&tn=395878.0&use_s=0[5/14/2012 11-50:15 AM]




VaFWIS Map

i Tt

Search Point Select Coordinate System: (®) Degrees,Minutes,Seconds Latitude - Longitude
O Decimal Degrees Latitude - Longitude
3 mile radius " °
Search Area O Meters UTM NAD83 East North Zone
O Meters UTM NAD27 East North Zone
Bald Eagle Base Map source: USGS 1:250,000 topographic maps (see Microsoft terraserver-usa.com for details)
Concentration Areas
and Roosts
Map projection is UTM Zone 18 NAD 1983 with left 227881 and top 4114797, Pixel size is 32
e meters . Coordinates displayed are Degrees, Minutes, Seconds North and West.Map is current
(| Bald Eagle Nests i = ’ e ¢

displayed as 600 columns by 600 rows for a total of 360000 pixles. The map display represents
19200 meters east to west by 19200 meters north to south for a total of 368.6 square kilometers.
The map display represents 63002 feet east to west by 63002 feet north to south for a total of
Data o 142.3 square miles.

ORARNFERARIM 411

A UTM Zaone change occurs within the image.The left-hand side of the image is a pseudo
projection from UTM Zone 17 into UTM Zone 18 resuiting in reduced spatial accuracy within the
portion of the image occurring in UTM Zone 17.

Topographic maps and Black and white aerial photography for year 1990+-

are from the United States Department of the Interior, United States Geological Survey.

Color aerial photography aquired 2002 is from Virginia Base Mapping Program, Virginia Geographic
Information Network.

Shaded topeographic maps are from TOPO! ©2006 National Geographic
http://www.national.geographic.com/topo

All other map products are from the Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland
Fisheries.

map assembled 2012-05-14 11:48:05 (ga/qc December 1, 2011 15:16 - th=395878.0
dist=4827 Visitor )

| DGIF | Credits | Disclai | Contact shirl.dressler@daif.virginia.gov |Please view our privacy policy |
© Copyright: 1998-2011 Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

| | | |
| | [ | |

htp/fvafws org/.. s&pm=37%2C03%2C22.2+-77%2C57%2C08 6&por=&ret=1&s=0&searchType=R&shift=0&t=2&title=Site+Location&m=395878 O&use_s=0[5/14/2012 11:50'15 AM]
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e Enclosure 5
I EEW:CE

‘ United States Department of Interior
&

Fish and Wildlife Service
H@“ Project name: FASTC

Official Species-list: FASTC

Virginia Ecological Services Field Office

Following is an official U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service species-list from the Virginia Ecological
Services Field Office. The species-list identifies listed and proposed species and designated and
proposed critical habitat that may be affected by the project "FASTC". You may use this list to
meet the requirements of section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended
(ESA).

This species-list has been generated by the Service's on-line Information, Planning, and
Conservation (IPaC) decision support system based on project type and location information
you provided on March 23,2012, 9:35 AM. This information is summarized below.

Please reference our tracking number, 05E2VA00-2012-SL1-0488, in future reference to this
project to assist in expediting the process.

Newer information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
listed species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free
to contact the office(s) identified below if you need more current information or assistance
regarding the potential presence of federally proposed, listed, or candidate species, or proposed
or designated critical habitat. Please note that under the ESA, a species-list is valid for 90 days.
Therefore, the Service recommends that you visit the [PaC site at regular intervals during
project planning and implementation for updates to species-lists and information. An updated
list may be requested through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive
this list. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 consultation,
including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered Species
Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS. EDF

This list below only addresses federally proposed, listed, or candidate species and federally
designated critical habitat. Please contact the appropriate State agencies for information
regarding State species of special designation. Also, please feel free to contact the office(s)
identified below if you would like information on other important trust resources (such as

migratory birds) in your project area.

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 08:35 AM
Page 1


http: //www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

..._-:.. s =¥z United States Department of Interior
=Y a« Fish and Wildlife Service
® Y

227 Project name: FASTC

This Species-list document is provided by:
VIRGINIA ECOLOGICAL SERVICES FIELD OFFICE
6669 SHORT LANE
GLOUCESTER, VA 23081
(804) 693-6694
http:/iwww.fws.gov/northeastivirginiafield/

TAILS consultation code: 05E2VA00-2012-SL1-0488

Project type: Development

Generated by the Informatian, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 09:35 AM
Page 2


http://www.fws.gov/northeastvirginiafield/

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: FASTC

Project location map:
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Project coordinates: MULTIPOLYGON (((-77.983716 37.074628, -77.9717855 37.0752288, -77.9716987
37.0643283, -77.9432039 37.0643283, -77.9432039 37.0581485, -77.942174 37.0561744, -77.9365091 37.058921, -
77.9388266 37.0632984, -77.9389982 37.0678474, -77.9386549 37.0735122, -77.9287844 37.0713664, -77.9280977
37.07076586, -77.924407 37.0692207, -77.9232054 37.065015, -77.9262094 37.0580627, -77.9258661 37.0568611, -
77.9256945 37.0554878, -77.9274968 37.0526554, -77.9304152 37.0546295, -77.9380541 37.0489646, -77.940629
37.0523979, -77.9554777 37.0473339, -77.9640608 37.0499088, -77.9717855 37.058406, -77.9719572 37.0596935,
-77.977622 37.0598651, -77.980197 37.0609809, -77.983716 37.074628)))

Project counties: Nottoway, VA

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 09:35 AM
Page 3



e | United States Department of Interior
.¥ Fish and Wildlife Service

2 £

¥ % Project name: FASTC

Endangered Species Act Species-list
Dwarf wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon)
Listing Status: Endangered

Michaux's sumac (Rhus michauxii)
Listing Status: Endangered

Roanoke logperch (Percina rex)
Listing Status: Endangered

Generated by the Information, Planning, and Conservation (IPaC) System on 03/23/2012 09:35 AM
Page 4
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SUPERVISORS

Jack J. GReEN, CRAIRMAN
DISTRICT 3
SHeRMAN C, VaughN, Vice CHARMAN
DISTRICT 4
CLARENCE A. SIMPSON
DISTRICT 5
Steve W. Bowen
DISTRICT 1
Gany L. Simons
DISTRICT 2

March 14, 2012

Ms. Abby Low

OFFICE OF

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
NOTTOWAY COUNTY

P.O.BOX 92
344 W, COURTHOUSE RD.
NOTTOWAY, VIRGINIA 23955
TeLEPHONE (434) 645-8696
Fax No. (434) 645-8667
E-maiL: nottoway @nottoway.org

United States General Services Administration

20 North 8™ Strect

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Ms. Low,

ADMINISTRATOR
Ronawp E. Roark

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR
Jonn N. Prosise

BUILDING INSPECTOR
A. Q. EuingTon, 1

COUNTY PLANNER
Steve D. Fercuson

Enclosed is a resolution from the Nottoway County, Virginia, Planning Commission. The
resolution states that this body has found no conflict between the County’s Comprehensive Plan
and the proposed Foreign Affairs Training Center (FASTC). Additionally, the resolution also
states the Planning Commission’s support of the planned project.

Please consider this document as further evidence of overall community support for the location

of FASTC in Pickett Park.

Respectfully,

%h-m

John N. Prosise



Fottoway County Planning Commission

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT

Whereas, the Nottoway County Planning Commission is an advisory body to the
Nottoway County Board of Supervisors on matters concerning land use, and

Whereas, the Nottoway County Planning Commission has been charged with the
responsibility of developing the County’s Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance
and Zoning Map, for the Board of Supervisors’ approval, and

Whereas, the Nottoway County Planning Commission has knowledge of the
proposed Federal project known as the Foreign Affairs Security Training Center
considered for County property at Pickett Park, and

Whereas the Planning Commission has not determined there to be any conflicts or
negative impacts this project may have with the Comprehensive Plan or Zoning
objectives meant to benefit the citizens of Nottoway County.

Now, therefore, the Nottoway County Planning Commission gives it support to the
proposed Foreign Affairs Security Training Center as it is now planned for the area
of Nottoway County known as Pickett Park.

Approved this day, March 13, 2012, by a vote of ﬁ for and _Q against.

—

R

Chairman




SUPERVISORS

Jack J. GReen, CHAIRMAN
DISTRICT 3
Suerman C. VaugsN, Vice CHAIRMAN
DISTRICT 4
CLARENCE A. SiMPsON
DISTRICT 5
Steve W. Bowen
DISTRICT 1

Gary L. Simmons
DISTRICT 2

September 11, 2012

Ms. Abby Low

OFFICE OF
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
NOTTOWAY COUNTY

| P.O.BOX92
344 W. COURTHOUSE RD.
NOTTOWAY, VIRGINIA 23955
TeLePHONE (434) 645-8696
F;x No. (434) 645-8667
E-"WL? nottoway @ notioway.org

General Services Administration

20 North 8" Street

ADMINISTRATOR
Ronalo E. Roark

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATCR
Joum N. Prosise

BUILDING INSPECTOR
A. Q. Ewngton, I

COUNTY PLANNER
Steve D. FErGuson

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dear Ms. Low, ‘

Upon my return to the office today and reviewing county zoning information, please note that
parcel #10 at Pickett Park is zoned Genera} Business.

Until recently and unlike other Pickett Parl parcels, parcel #10 carried no zoning designation
since its transfer from the Federal Goverm‘gent to Nottoway County. The current zoning
designation is relatively flexible in the uses it permits.

Thank you for your patience with me in cq‘nﬁrmation of this information.

Respectfully,

John N. Prosise


mailto:nottoway@nottoway.org
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From: j5.- 3 ville, V,

To: Coniff, Todd D,

Cc: Hall, Kathy E.; Nicholson, John - NRCS, Rustburg, VA
Subject: RE: FASTC Parel Soils

Date! Tuesday, October 09, 2012 9:46:24 AM

Attachments: imageC01.png
GSA.FASTC Pickett.pdf

Todd,

| have completed parts 2,3,4,5 of the AD 1006 Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for the FASTC
Project at Fort Pickett, Blackstone Virginia. The form is attached.

Dennis H. Jones

District Conservationist
100-B Dominion Drive
Farmville, Va. 23901
434-392-4127, x 101
dennis.jones@va.usda.gov

From: Coniff, Todd D. [mailto: Todd.Coniff@cardnotec.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 12:03 PM

To: Jones, Dennis - NRCS, Farmville, VA

Cc: Hall, Kathy E.

Subject: FASTC Parel Soils

Dennis attached you will find soil maps with the project footprint overlayed for the three parcels.

Please note that there are areas from the CAD that show buffer areas and do not involve any
construction/disturbance. This is mainly on 21/20 and on the tracks in the northern portion of LRA 9.

Please let me know if you need any addition information.

Todd Coniff
CARDNO TEC

(_‘Fwﬁ Cardno’
- TEC

Shaping the Fisture

Phone (+1) 860-343-1776 Fax (+1) 860-343-0809
Address 179 Main Street 100 Plaza Middlesex 3rd Floor, Middletown, CT 06457 USA
Email fodd.coniff@cardnotec.com Web www.cardno.com - www.cardnotec.com

This email and its altachmenis may contain cenfidential and/er privileged informalicn for the sole use of lhe intended recipieni(s). All elscironically

supplied data must be checked against an applicable hardcopy version which shall be the only document which Cardno warrants accuracy I you

are not the intended recipient, any uss, distrbution or copying of Lhe information conlained in this email and ils attachments Is strictly prohibited if
you have received Ihis email in error, please émail the sender by replying lo this message and immediately delete and deslroy any copies of this

email and any allachments. The views or opinions expressed are lhe author's own and may not reflect the views or opinions of Cardno.



mailto:mailto:Todd.Coniff@cardnotec.com
mailto:dennis.jones@va.usda.gov
email:todd .coniff@cardnotec.com
http://www.cardno.com
http://www.cardnotec.com

U.S. Department of Agricuiture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART | (To be completed by Federal Agency) Date Of Land Evaluation Request 4/3/42
Name Of Project FASTC Federal Agency Involved GSA
Propased Land Use qeign Affairs Security Training Center County And State  Nottoway, VA
PART Il {To be completad by NRCS) Date Request Recaived By NRCS 10 /3 /17
Does the sile contain prime, unique, statewide or local Important farmiand? Yes  No [AcresImigated |Average Farm Size
(it no, tha FPPA does not apply — do not complete additional parts of this form). B O 7 My e
Major Crop(s) Farmable Land in Gowt. Jurisdiction Amount Of Farmland As Defined In FPPA
Corn Acres: /4,0 o0 % 34 |Aces (3¢ 322 % (9
Name Of Land Evaluation System Used Name Of Loca! Sfle Assessment System Date Land Evaluation Retumed By NRCS
LESA HNons lols/frz
Alternative Si ng
PART I (To be complated by Federal Agency) Y S T B T .
A. Total Acres To Be Converted Direclly 14.0 19.0 3220 Jﬁo.o
B. Total Acres To Be Converled Indirectly 25.0 40,0 138.0 263.0
C. Total Acres In Site 39.0 59.0 460.0 313.0
PART IV (To bs compleled by NRCS) Land Evalualion Information
A. Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmland HZ,5 o %3.1 17s.3
B. Total Acres Statewide And Local Important Farmiand 32,/ D q93.¢ 27.9
C. Percentage Of Farmiand in County Or Local Govt. Unil To Be Converted ©.05S 8,25 % o187 7
D. Percentage Of Famland In Gowi. Jurisdiction With Sama Or Higher Relative Value 2 v, P e Tl /i
PART V (To be complated by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion
Relative Value Of Farmland To Be Gonverted (Scalo of 0 to 100 Points) 04 7*"[ ¢ — 0 '?D. TP i I L ?
PART VI (To be complated by Federal Agency) Maximum deil ot
Site Assessmeni Criteria (These criteria are explained in 7 CFR 658.5(b) Painis (223
1. Area In Nonurban Use g % )
2. Perimeier In Nonurban Use <l Y Y
3, Percent Of Site Being Farmed (2] [4) [
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Govemment ) 2 0
6. Distance From Urban Builtup Area 3 3 3
B, Dislance To Urban Support Services o [ 4
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average [4 L [4
8, Creation Of Nonfamnable Farmland 1O 1o {D
9. Avallability Of Farm Support Services < 5 &
10. On-Farm Investments Q /4 F
11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services a ¢ o
12. Compatibility With Existing Agricultural Use o D 2]
TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 0 3 6 0 0 YA 0 al
PART VI (To be compleled by Federal Ageqcy)
Relative Value Of Fammtand (From Part V) M p 3 0 3¢ P a6
gﬁa; fsli: sg%zf%-.menl {From Part Vi above or a jocal 180 A ?. .,‘ 0 0 7‘0 .4 |0 U -‘i
TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) 260 0 Jo3 .4|0 0/06.8(0 /o2. ?
Was A Local Sile Assassment Used? T
Site Selected: Date Of Selaction Yes n No ﬂ
Reason For Selection:
{See Instructions on reverse side) Form AD-1006 (10-82)
This form was electronically producad by National Production Servicea Stalf
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Peter W. Schmidt DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Gerard Secley, Jr.

Director Piedmont Regional Office Regional Director
Post Office Box 6030
Glen Allen, Virginia 23058
(804) 527-5020

& - 4;‘..'.:
I ESeM

USAG Fort Pickett
ATTN: AFRC-FMP-PW (David Foley)
Blackstone, Virginia 23824-5000

RE: PC# 96-4169, Fort Pickett Building #1319
Dear Mr. Foley:

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Piedmont Regional Office (PRO) has received
notification that a release of petroleum or other regulated substance has occurred from petroleum
storage tank systems at this site. The first report of the release confirmation was received in this
office on March 7, 1996.

Releases from UST systems are regulated under Section 62.1-44.34:8-14 ¢t seq. of the Code of
Virginia. This letter and the enclosures are intended to provide you with basic information that you
will need in order to comply with the laws and regulations pertaining to the reported release of a
petroleum substance at this site.

A Site Assessment Report (SAR) must be submitted to our office no later than June 21, 1996. This
report should contain information concerning abating the release, risk to the environment, public
health, and remediation actions including sampling results and soil disposal.

In order to facilitate the investigation and the reimbursement process, you should complete the
enclosed Activity Authorization Package and a Reimbursement Eligibility Form as soon as possible.
A completed Activity Authorization Package should include: (i) the Activity Authorization Form; (ii)
an initial site sketch and; (iii) a copy of a topographic map indicating site location. Remedial activitics
must now be authorized by the region in order to be cligible for reimbursement. Early submittal of
the Activity Authorization Package will assure sufficient time to complete any site work necessary
towards preparing an acceptable SAR. You should not proceed with environmental site assessiment
work, beyond that allowed under specified "trigger levels”, until after the Activity Authorization Form
has been approved by the Regional Office staff.



Page 2
RE: 96-4169, Fort Pickett Building #1319

There is a financial reimbursement program for petroleum cleanup activities conducted in accordance
with Regulation VR 680-13-03. The Reimbursement Eligibility Form should be sent to the DEQ
Headquarters, in Richmond, within the next thirty days. The mailing address is provided for you on
the back of the form. This form will be reviewed by the Headquarters staff to determine the level of
financial liability you must meet before you are eligible for reimbursement from the Fund for cleanup
costs. Please be advised that certain emergency activities do not require prior authorization within
specified limits. However, any activities performed more than 24 hours prior to the date this release
was reported are INELIGIBLE for reimbursement.

Please note that a 60 day extension has already been added to the SAR due date. This case has been
assigned to a DEQ Geologist; Please feel free to contact Mr. William Mcade at this address or by
telephone at (804) 527-5011, any time you or your consultant need information or assistance. Plcase
refer to PC# 96-4169 on any further correspondence. For more detailed information and materials,
please contact the staff geologist assigned to this case.

Sincerely,

ety | f s
A. L. Willett
Ground Water Manager

Enclosures



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

James S. Gilmore, 111 PIEDMONT REGIONAL OFFICE Dennis H. Treacy
Governor 4949-A Cox Road Director
Glen Allen, Virginia 23060

Gerard Seeley, Jr,

John Paul Woadley, Jr. (804) §27-5020 Piedmont Regional Director

Secretary of Natural Resources Fax (804) 527-5106

Fort Pickett htlp:.-’fwww deq.state.va.us
ATTN: AFRC-FMP-PW APR 15 1999
Blackstone, Virginia 23824-5000

RE: PC# 96-4169, Fort Pickett Building #1319
Dear Sir:

This is in regard to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Piedmont Regional Office site investigation
for the referenced site.

Based on our review of this report, the DEQ believes contamination levels at this site do not warrant further
assessment or corrective action. Should environmental problems develop in the future which the DEQ determines
are related to this release, additional investigation and corrective action may be required in accordance with the
applicable State and Federal regulations.

Please be advised that any monitoring wells installed in accordance with this investigation should be properly
abandoned to preclude the possibility of surficial contamination reaching ground water via these conduits. Please
contact the assigned case worker for this site for the proper well abandonment procedure and reimbursement
information before undertaking this activity.
The DEQ thanks you for your efforts and cooperation in cleaning up this site. If you require additional information,
please contact this office at (804) 527-5020.

Sincerely,

//\Z //é./

illett
Regional Remediation Program Manager

[Tk OSRR-James Barnett

An Agency of the Natural Resources Secretariat


http://www.deq.state.va.us

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

George Allen PIEDMONT REG}ONAL OFFICE Thomas L. Hopkins
Governor 4949-A Cox Road Director
i b o Rl Glen Allen, Virginia 23060 Byl B 3
CRY (] miop (8(}4} 527.5020 erard Seeley, Jr.

Secretary of Natural Resources Piedmont Regional Directar

Fax (804) 527-5106
http://www.deq.state.va.us

US Army Garrison-Fort Pickett DEC 9 1997
ATTN: AFRC-FMP-PW (David Foley)
Blackstone, Virginia 23824-5000

RE: PC#97-4227. Fort Pickett Building #1351
Dear Mr. Foley:

This is in regard to the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). Piedmont Regional Office site investigation
for the referenced site.

Based on our review of this report. the DEQ believes contamination levels at this site do not warrant further
assessment or corrective action. Should environmental problems develop in the future which the DEQ determines
are related to this release, additional investigation and corrective action may be required in accordance with the
applicable State and Federal regulations.

Please be advised that any monitoring wells installed in accordance with this investigation should be properly
abandoned to preclude the possibility of surficial contamination reaching ground water via these conduits. Please
contact the assigned case worker for this site for the proper well abandonment procedure and reimbursement
information before undertaking this activity.

The DEQ thanks you for your efforts and cooperation in cleaning up this site. If vou require additional information.
please contact this office at (804) 527-5020.

Sincerely.

A A e
L - (,Zf L
A. L. Willett
Regional Remediation Program Manager

~

An Agency of the Natural Resources Secretariat


http://www.deq.state.va.us

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

George Allen PIEDMONT REGIONAL OFFICE Thomas L. Hopkins
Governor 4949.A Cox Road Director
Glen Allen, Virginia 23060

Gerard Seeley, Jr.
Piedrmont Regional Director

Becky Norton Dunlop
Secretary of Nalural Resources (804) 527-5020
Fax (804) 527-5106
http://www.deq.state.va.us

APR 2 31997

US Army Garrison-Fort Pickett
ATTN: AFRC-FMP-PW (Dave Foley)
Blackstone, Virginia 23824-5000

RE: PC# 97-4227, Fort Pickett Building #1351
Dear Mr. Foley:

The Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), Piedmont Regional Otfice (PRO) has received
notitication that a release of petroleum or other substances regulated under State Water Control Law
(Articles 9. 10, and 11 of the Virgima Code. Section 62.1-44.34:8 through :23, inclusive) has occurred
at this site. A report of  the release was received in this office on April 17, 1997, This letter and the
enclosures are intended to provide you with basic information that you will need in order to comply with
the laws and regulations pertaining Lo the reported release.

A Site Assessment Report (SAR) must be submitted to our office no later than August 1, 1997, This
report should contain information concerning abating the release, risk to the environment, public health.
and remediation actions including sampling resuits and soil disposal.

In order to facilitate the investigation and the reimbursement process, you should complete the enclosed
Activity Authorization Package and a Reimbursement Eligibility Form as soon as possible. A
completed Activity Authorization Package should include: (i) the Activity Authorization Form; (i) an
imitial site sketch and; (111) a copy of a topographic map indicating site location. Remedial activities
must now be authorized by the region in order to be eligible for reimbursement. Early submittal of the
Activity Authornzation Package will assure sufficient time to complete any site work necessary towards
preparing an acceptable SAR.  You should not proceed with environmental site assessment work, bevond
that allowed under specified "trigger levels”, unul after the Activity Authorization Form has been
approved by the Regional Office staff.

T'here is a financial reimbursement program for petroleum cleanup activities conducted in accordance
with Regulation 9 VAC 25-590-10, et seq (formerly VR 680-13-03). The Reimbursement Eligibility
Form should be sent to the DEQ Central Office, in Richmond, within the next thirty days. The mailing
address 1s provided for you on the back of the form.

An Agency of the Natural Resources Secretariat
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Page ?
RE: 97-4227, Fort Pickett Building #1351

This form will be reviewed by the Central Office staff to determine the level of financial lability you
must meet betore you are ehgible for reimbursement trom the Fund for cleanup costs. Please be advised
that certain emergency activities do not require prior authorization within specified limits. However,
any acuvities pertormed more than 24 hours prior to the date this release was reported are
INELIGIBLE for reimbursement,

Please note that a 60 day extension has already been added to the SAR due date. This case has been
assigned to a DEQ Geologist; Please feel free to contact Mr. William Meade at this address or by
telephone at (804) 527-5011, any time you or your consultant need information or assistance. Please
refer to PC# 97-4227 on any further correspondence. For more detailed information and materials,
please contact the staff geologist assigned to this case.

Sincerely,

A. L. Willett
Regional Remediation Program Manager

Enclosures
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