AGENDA | TEM 5

| NFORVATI ON ON THE ACTI VI TI ES OF | NTERNATI ONAL
ORGANI ZATI ONS

STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATI ON OF THE UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA

M. Chairman, | would like to take the opportunity of
this agenda itemon the activities of international
organi zations to reiterate the nmain point ny predecessor
made | ast year. M government called for nenbers of
i nternational organi zations to consider steps they could
take to encourage w der adherence to the Quter Space Treaty
and to the Liability and Registration Conventions so as to
make it possible for the organizations to accept the
principles of the Conventions.

I nternational organizations that carry on space
activities have the opportunity to accept the principles of
the Liability and Registration Conventions. The core
articles of the Liability and Registrati on Conventions can
be deened to apply to an international intergovernnental
organi zati on whi ch conducts space activities. Two
requi rements nust be nmet, however. (Liability Convention
Article XXI'l (1); Registration Convention, Article VII1(1).)
The organi zation nust declare its acceptance of rights and

obl i gati ons under the Convention and the majority of the



nmenbers of the organi zati on nust have adhered to both the
Quter Space Treaty and to either the Liability or
Regi stration Convention, as the case may be.

As a result of the latter condition, several extrenely
i nportant intergovernnental organizations conducting space
activities remain unable to elect to bring those activities
into the franeworks of the Liability and Regi stration
Conventi ons because not enough of their nenbers have
adhered to both the Quter Space Treaty and either the
Liability or Registration Convention. The result is a
potentially significant gap in the coverage of key
treaties.

We agai n encourage any organi zations that may be in
this position, and their nmenbers, to consider taking steps
to remedy this problem W believe that doing so could
produce a useful inprovenent in the coverage and
effectiveness of two of the nost inportant space | aw
treaties. W would welcone clarification as to what steps
t hese organi zations are already taking to address this
pr obl em

Thank you, M. Chairnman.



