MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.
FOR COOPERATION BETWEEN
THE' M!NiSTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY OF COSTA RICA
AND THE UNITED,STATES COAST GUARD
CONCERNING AERONAUTICAL AND‘MARITIME SEARCH AND-RESCUE

1. Introduction,

The Mmfstfy of Public Secumy of Costa: Rsca and the United States Coast
Guard, hereinafter referred to as the “Partrcapants in this: Memoranduri of'
Understandmg (M@U) recagmze fhe benefts emoyed from prevxous close'
chan and~the- ,\C;amb‘bean«‘Sea! \and further recogmze that~addlttonai,,benef ts may
be enjoyed from the cooperative-arrangements detailed herein.

The Participants. have been recognized by their respective governments as
having primary responsibility for coordinating and providing aeronautical and
maritime SAR services within their respective aergnautical and maritime SAR

regions within the oceanic environment.

The Participants recognize: the great importanee of cooperation in
aeronautical and maritie SAR a@nd in the provision of expeditious and effective
SAR semvices to save lives.and reduce suffering. The Participants also recognize
the assumed responsibilities for SAR within the framework of the International
Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979, and the International
Aetonautical and Maritime Search and Rescue Manual (IAMSAR manual).

The Participants have reached the following understanding:

2. Objectives and Scope



This;MOU: establishes a framework: for. ¢ooperation.among:the: Participants.in
‘cariying out activities related. to SAR within- the: oceanic environment; and ssts

 ut their various responsibilities,

" The Patticipants: should ensure close: ‘coordination ‘with: their respective. -
aerohautical and maritime SAR authofities ‘to help. profioté -common “and
‘effective SAR services, ‘ |

3: Responsibilities -

The Ministry of Public Security of Gosta Rica is fesponsible for maintenance
‘of safety-oflife on land and waters subject'to Costa Rican jurigdiction, and within
its Mafitime 'SAR fegion: under Rescue Cobrélination Ceriter San José, aid, fof
aeronautical distress cases, within the San Jose SAR sub-region (RCC)'under its
AirSectiofi Resctie Sub-Center (RSG) coordinating through the Régional Restue

‘Coordination Center Central America.

The United States.Coast Guard is responsible for'the maintenance of life:and
property at sea.and on waters subject.to United States’ jurisdiction and within its
-agronautical and maritime-SAR regions under its Rescue Coordination Centers.

E"i’\iﬁerapaﬁﬁcfpahf’,: on receiving information of‘an incident where any person is:
in distress ‘within. its respective SAR regions as désignated in the Internationial
Civil Aviation Qrganization (ICAQ) Regional Air Navigation Plan and the
International Maritime Organization (IMO).SAR Plan, is to take urgent measures
1o provide the most.appropriate assistarice regardless of the nationality or status

of such a person, or the circumstances in which the persen is found.

SAR operations should normally be carried out in accordance with the
relevant SAR manuals and recommendations of ICAO and IMO, including the

IAMSAR Manual, taking into account nationally accepted SAR procedures.



*?he‘"?fafﬁéfb’anfs are: to make ‘every effort to retrieve é‘ers*ons i, ’éiSﬁ’ess
provzcée for the;? initial‘medical or other needs and dei:ver them to a place of‘
safety; additi cnaly, when it does not. mvoive excesswe fisk: or cest to the uhits
involved in’ SAR ‘operations; the Pamcspants may-attempt:to rescue:the: c;raft that *
the'f persens i danger are ‘aboard.

To'ensure'that SAR operations -are; conducted in ;ar},é'ffi,ci'ei'f}tiaﬂ@*Q*;?Qrﬁi&ated
manner,: the Rarticipants should consult .and. cooperate with each other as
negessary and:appropriate, lending mutual assistance as their capabilities allow
If pfiﬁwa'ry fés’p’dnis:ibiiiby:‘fér coordination 0f-a-SAR response: of épératién:ea'nndt
be: :mmedzately ascertamed the Rescue Coordination ‘Centers concerned shou Id

consuit'with each other 10 resolve the responsibility,

For-any ‘SAR :operation- involving coordination between the Participarits; the
Participants, ‘through appropriate consultation, intend to decide in each case
which. Participantis to act as SAR Mission Coordinator.

SAR facilities. of either Participant may conduct SAR operations' within the'
SAR Tregion ‘of the o‘ther Participant with coordination carried out by each

Participant's Rescue Coordination Center.

Entry of SAR uhits of one Party onto or over the territory of the-country of the
other Participant for the purpose of conducting SAR operations should, to the
best of each Participant's ability, bé expeditiously arrariged via the appropriate

Rescue Coordination-Centers.

In accordance with customary international law, solely for the purpose of
rendering émiergency rescue-assistance to persons, vessels or aircraft in danger

or distress, when location is reasonably well known, SAR facilities of a



Participant may" iinmediately enter onto or ‘over the territory of the other
‘Participant, with notification’of such;entry made as soon as:practicable..

- To faciiitate the ‘coordination Teferred: to: in this section, the Participants
should, tothe best-of their ability, keep: each other fully and promptly informed of
all relevant SAR Gperations. ’rhe(f%ﬁiég@ms- should. develop appropriate
procedutes. in accordance with the: IAMSAR Manual to- provide- for the most.
effective-and efficient means of-communication.:

4: SAR'REGIONS ..

In the Pagific, the maritime SAR régions.of Costa Rica and the United States
areiseparated geographically by a ¢ontinueus. line-as. per thig following:

i09-44' N 89-14"W
09-27"N 90-00"W
01-28 — 54" N 90-00" W.

01-28 — 54" N 84-48' W

In'the Caribbean Sea, the niaritime SAR regions of Costa Rica and the United

States:are not.contiguous.

The aeronautical SAR regions of Coesta Rica and the United -States are not

contiglious..

The establishment of SAR regions is intended only to effect an understanding
concerning the regions within which :a Participant accepts primary responsibility

for-coordinating SAR operations.

‘The delimitation of SAR regions is not related to and does not prejudice the

maritime boundaries between countries.



5. Rescue.Coordination.Genters (RCC):

The primary. operational peints. of contact: »u“ad;e‘p this;: Memerandum *of

Understanding. are the internationally recognized Rescue Coordination Centers: -
of the Participants. S

United-States: Pacific Ocean: RCC:Alaméda;:Caribbean Sea: RCG Miari. -

. Gosta Rica; For maiitime :SAR cases; RCC San José; for aeronautical SAR
cases; RSCSan José:or the Regional ARCC CentralAmerica, as appropfiate.

‘The Pamicipants;: to the best of their ability, are to-provide any- infofmation

which: might-be useful.in order to expedite:and improve coordination.

ldentification of these operational points of contaét, as referred to .in
paragraph 5.1 is not intended to preclude appropriate direct coordination
between any SAR facilify or other organizational elefents of the Participants,

especially'when time is of the-essence in the-saving of lives:at sea.

Any transfer of SAR Mission Coordination responsibilities between the
Rescue. Coordination Centers should be conducted by consultation between

Rescue Coordination Genters.
‘6. Cooperation

The subordinate. elements of the Participants may provide for further
coordination and cooperation by the establishment of appropriate operational
arrangements and procedures consistent with this Memorandum of

Understanding.



In- additioh 'to that related ‘to- specific SAR cases, Participants should:

exchange -information that may- serve to. improve: the; éffectiveness of SAR

operatioris: This information:may include, butnot be limited to:

a) communication:details;

by information-abiolt SAR faciities;

¢) descriptions of available airfields;

d). knowledge of fueling and medical facilities; and
&), information’uiseful fortraining SAR personnel.

‘Thie, Paiticipants intsrid to endeavor to promote’ futual SAR icooperation;
by-giving due.consideration fo-collaboration including, but not limited to:

d) arranging.exchange:visits:between SAR personriel;

b) carrying outjoint SAR exercises and training;

c) us"itn'gf*s"ﬁip’ re;ée’rﬁrx‘g systems for SAR purposes;

d) sharihg-information systems, SAR procedures, techniques, equipment
and fadilities;

e) providing:services in support-of SAR operations;.

f) coordinating national positions on international SAR issues of mutual
interest;

@) supperting and -conducting joint research and development initiatives
aimed at ﬁéd\'j@‘i{lg search time; improving rescue effectiveness, and
minimizing risk'to SAR personnel;.and

h) ’conduc’ting regular communications checks and exercises, including
the: use of alternative. means of communications that would be Used to

handle.communication overloads during major SAR operations.

7. Finances



Unless otherwise determined by the Rarticipants, each, Participant is to
:fund its .own expenses. for -acfivities: ‘pertinent to this: Memorandum of -
‘ Unders’fandsng ‘ ‘

The provisions of the:Memorandum:of Understanding-are contingent:upon
‘the availability of SAR petsonnel, facilities and funding.

- 'SAR services provided by:the Participants to personsiin danger.or distress

are to be without'subsequent:cost recovery from the person(s) assisted.

This' Mervorandumi of Understanding is ot intended to create binding

obligations: under intefnational law.

Nothirig i this Memorandum of Undérstanding is intehded: to' affect in any.
waly rights and duties.based en international agreements or other memoranda of
understanding pertaining to the Participants or their respective governments.

No pr;o‘vx?sion of this Memorandum of Under.standing should be construed as

whera,,e\ﬁef’fan :Wherever foun.d:

“Any. dispute regarding the interpretation or implantation of this Memorandum
of Understanding; or any of its suberdinate. memoranda of understanding, is to be
resolved by consultation between the Participants and is not to be referred to an

international bady or third party for settlement.

9. Amendment



This: Memorandum. of Understanding may ‘be modified by the writtén
concuirence of the Partticipants. -

*10. Duration, withdrawal and discontinuation

‘Cooperation under this- Memorandurm of Understandmg may commience ‘as; of

the: date of: s:gnature -and-may tontinue: mdeﬁmtely

- Either. Participant may- withdraw.from: this- Memorandum of Understanding, by
giving notless than'six (6) months notice in writingto-the: other Parficipant.

Cooperation under this Memorandum of Understanding may be-discontinued
the mutual wiitten cofisenit of the Participaints or by any supefseding

arfaigement.

- The -Participants intend to eonsult regarding any SAR operations -or ether
cooperation in-progress-at the time: such discontinuation-would take' effect.

i e -
Signed-in duplicate in San Jose, this B,f day of M A -2008.

For the United States Coast Guard

Forthe Ministry of

of Costa Rica





