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% -Ihtrodujction, 

the .Ministry of Public Security pf'Costa- Riea,; .andi Jae ;MrtJte:d; States Coast 

Guard,, hereinafter referred to as the "Participants""- in this Memorandum 'pf 

Understanding {M0>U), .recognize the benefits enjoyed from previous, close 

cioOpf fatten/wjth fegatd/to search; and fes'ctie j(SAR) operations; in" the- Pacific 

De'ean and the -.Caribbean -Sea", and'furtherrecognize that-additional, benefits may 

be enjoyed from thecGoperative arrangements detailed herein.. 

The Participants, have been recognized by their respective governments as 

having primary responsibility for coordinating and providing aeronautical and 

maritime SAR services within their respective aeronautical, and maritime SAR 

regions within the oceanic environment. 

The Participants recognize- the great importance of cooperation in 

aeronautical and maritime SAR and in the provision of expeditious and effective 

•Sj%R services to save lives and reduce suffering. The„,Participants, also recognize 

the assumed responsibilities for SAR within the framework of the International 

Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979, and the International 

Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue Manual (LAJVISAR manual). 

The Participants have reached the following understanding: 

2. Objectives and Scope 



TWsj'iWOJUesfablishes ,a-fFa,itie$0f&f^ P,a0G^mM:m 

.'eRrfying; Ojut activities: related,: to 7$kB v$t|i$---the/oceanic environment?; and sets 

,.pu|';thj1rVa|iows fes{>'#Ys-fbllities,. 

• t r ie/ Partlcip'ar|ts-- should erifiife. olpse: ̂ t i f4\ f j :0pB :#ttb; %eif ;ce.spectfv.e':, 

•aeY0ha•u'tical, and" maritime :SAR authpfities Ap' help, promote" -rCpmmWn, "end' 

' fffActive rS '̂fe-servicfe's-., 

%. Responsibilities • 

The Ministry of/Public, Security o l ^tfsta :Rica isfeSpotisible for maintenance" 

;plsafejty;of-life on land and"waters subject/to Cpsta Rican jurisdiction, and within 

•its maitjme ;SAR; region under Rescue Cobrdrnatipn-Gehter San dose;,, arid., tbA 

aeronautical distressleases, within the San Jose -SAP subrregion (RCO) under its 

.Aif'SeetiOD.ReseWfe Sub-Center (RSC) coordinating through the Regional Rescue, 

'Csiordihatipn Center. Central America. 

The. United States.Gpast Guard is responsibly for the maintenance of lifejand 

property at sea..and on waters subject to United States'Jurisdiction and within its 

aeronautical andmaritime-SAR regions undents Rescue Coordination Centers, 

Either.panticipaht,, on receiving information ©fan incident where any person is 

in distress witftin. its respective SAR regions as. designated in the International 

Civil: Aviation Organization (1CAOJ Regional Air Navigation Plan and the 

Intematidhal Maritime Organization (IMO,)SAR Plan, is to take urgent measures 

-to•provide the most-appropriate assistance regardless of the nationality or status 

of such a person,, or the circumstances in which the person is found. 

SAR operations should normally be carried out in accordance with the 

relevant SAR manuals and recommendations of ICAO and IMO, including the 

IAMSAR Manual, taking into account nationally accepted SAR procedures. 



•'fhe -participants ;gre--tp/.make- eve:ry::effo.rt te:--retrieve: -|ersons'.ln, -distress, 

piovide:#T/thet; Wti-al'pedicai. pf OltieTA'neldsoahd :de1iyefi'.^ern;t0/'a fta'ce of' 

safety additionally,- whehAtdbes*- not involve excessive risk? or cpsftb-the. ynits 

irMQiyed|n^R ;f perat|pn|; pe. f%rtiMpaftt|-.rnjif y---aftero}St::tp ,rgs%fe:-fh'ev'craft that; 

the^efs^nsl^dange'fate/iaboaitd'. -

'To-ehBjure%at'S^ inen-.'efficMhl^ndrcpordinated 

manner,-, the; .• Participants --should obns.ult -and; opoperate with eac.h-,.olhe.i? .as 

nepesSj|ly apd/appj0pr|atey lending mutjjfj.;ass:is.tah,ce^a&lhe.irr'qaf'abjjtlle a|lp\f; 

If primary ie§pon,sib|ity for coordination of a SAR response*OF operation cannot 

be'immediately asceftaineci,- the Rescue Coordination ©eriters/concemed' should 

^bnstiltWitR. ,eaci,bthef;t'Q resolve the responsibility... 

Rbr'anYrSARrppefatipn involving coordination between the P'arti'eipantsAthe 

Participants, through appropriate consultation, intend to decide in each diase 

•which. Rartieipantiis to act as SAR Mission Coordinator. 

BAR facilities? of either Participant may conduct SAR operations within the* 

SAR region of- the other Participant with coordination carried out by each 

Participant's Rescue Coordination Center. 

.-Entry;,of SAR; units of one Party onto or over the territory of the.country ofthe 

otheP Rafticfpatit for the purpose of conducting SAR operations should, to the 

best of each Participant's ability, be expeditiously arranged via the appropriate 

Rescue Coordination-Centers. 

In accordance with customary international law, solely for the purpose of 

rendering emergency rescue-assistance to persons, vessels or aircraft in danger 

or distress, when location is reasonably well known, SAR facilities of a 



ParticiNrit, may immediately entep-onto PA oyer thE'^rlitofy- pf the; other-

-•partipilanl, yyjth notific^ti#n>of suG|;jentry made.-as :S©onvas;praGtieabIe.: 

'; Tp 'facilitate the- ;pp,pr^frtgtion' referred; io- in this .section,-, ibe .Rartieip.ihts. 

-Should,; tprtK'e b§St;;#lhe1.r^aB'l%', keeiAe&cl f l t^ informed of 

all relevant SAR operations. The' .Pafticipahfe- shbul<| develop- appropriate; 

procetteres, in' aPcoldahce with' the: iAivlSAif Maniial; tp- provide for the most-

effectiveandefibientmeansp.fcpramuni 

4. SAR;EE0I0MS: ... -, 

In the;;P'aeific;/the ma,rjtifne;SAR regions; of Costa Rica and. the United States 

are'rseparated geographiGaiiyby-aoph'tifJuousTine" folfewirig/, 

$&m N 8.9^4'W 

09-27'N 90-00'-W 

Ot-28,' - 54" N 90.00'W, 

,01.-28'-54" N 84-48' W 

In the Caribbean Sea, the maritime SAR regions of Costa Rica and the United 

States/are not contiguous. 

The aeronautical SAR regions of Costa Rica and the United States are not 

cohtigubus. 

The establishment of SAR regions is intended only to effect an understanding 

concerning the regions within which a Participant accepts primary responsibility 

for coordinating SAR operations. 

The delimitation of SAR regions is not related to and does not prejudice the 

maritime boundaries between countries. 



- :,iA Kesoue/GOOBdlte 

Tie primary operational; points, of contact: under this; Memorandum of-

!|j|de|^'r)dLt^..-aLre; ^'e.' interf(atiOn îiy :fe"Gpgn"jziid ;R6sc0-.!©oO'f̂ irtati'on -Genjefs. 

of the" Participants. 

Unite d\S,tates:: Pacific 0.oea;n>RCCAlameda; !eanbbean-,>Sear R.CC .Miami. • 

: .oCo§ta 'Rica: for maptime/M.R cases/ ,f|.$f :^an JJosS^r-ae^p^ 

qases>, RgGiSara-Jpslsfbrithe' Regiopal.ARCC'CentfelAmericsa,- as .appropriate;. 

TKe tPairticipanfsA tp the .best of their'ability, are tp^pfpvide any ihfd;miatiih 

Which; might be useful, in order fo expedite rand.improve coordination. 

;l|Jertttfi.6at;i©n pf these operational "points of cpriiaet, as referred: to- „in 

paragraph .5.1 is not intended to- preclude appropriate direct coordination 

between, any SAR facility or other organizational elements of the Participants, 

e§pi3€ially'when .time is of the essence ip the saving of livesrat sea. 

Any transfer of SAR Mission Coordination responsibilities between the 

Rescue; Coordination Centers should be conducted by consultation between 

Rf sctie COPrdinatiPn Centers, 

•.6. Go&peration 

The subordinate elements of the Participants may provide for further 

coordination and cooperation by the establishment of appropriate operational 

arrangements and procedures consistent with this Memorandum of 

Understanding. 



In; addition -'teAthat- related 'to- .specific -SAR; ;c:asfe§;, "Participants: should' 

exchange •fnioW'atre.n' Ihl'f rna'y- s.fe;fye':.'to- Improv-tr Ihe; efe^tivMnlSt of -SARj 

OpeAatiortS; ^ butmbfie-limited'to; 

•-a». e©m'munj.ĉ UonKdefa:ils? 

b|, infofro,atipm 

c) •descriptionspfavail^ble-airfieldsi 

t). knpwted§e';pf fueling; and; medical facilities; and' 

e): InfoAmatfeni^^^ :persbWhel. :, 

The, .Rarti|ipln|s '̂int̂ f;nd/•tp; -gnd^ybHp" promote rtotuM'.-SAR ;fep,pp:efatlbn;: 

bygiving .dueoonsideratioh to;:eollabbratibn including, but bo't. limited to: 

a)r ,afrahgihg;exchange-visits; between .SAR pJerSPnne'l; 

b) carrying ouf joint SAR exercises and training; 

c) uSIngship reporting systems for SAR purposes; 

d) sharing, information systems, SAR procedures, techniques, equipment 

and facilities; 

e,) prpvidi.og-s.eryiees in support of SAR operations;, 

f) coordinating national positions on international SAR issues of mutual 

interest; 

g) supporting and conducting joint research and development initiatives 

aimed at reducing search time-, improving rescue effectiveness, and 

minimizing riskto SAR personnel; and 

h) conducting regular communications checks and exercises, including 

the use; of alternative means of communications that would be used io 

handleoommunicaticn overloads during major SAR operations. 

7. Finances 



Unles.s gtheWise. deferrrtihlsd: tiding Partieipants;, •ea<Gb,P.arti.bipant,is;tp-

ilundAits .own,expenses, fpR-laetivitfes; pertinent to, this: iyjemorand'um of 
- Upl'erstanAf., " ' 

%e; pto^isibnsof'feMem 

ihe •aygitebility of SAR- pefeonrt^lr^bilities-and funding. 

. ;SAR.sf ryjce's .provided, b|;'t|g„Rf fticipertts-to.perspnsi-in danger or distress 

'.a;rg-tp'biewth^ 

$ . Application of this Wemor^^ 

tMs; ;l̂ em'pT¥p;dum of ,Urtdefstan-ding is ;npt ibt'ertded, io OrSate: binding 

obligations; under.intematipnaliaw-

Nothing in this- Memorandum .of Understanding is intended- to- affect in any 

way righfe and ;duties,based on international agreements or other memoranda of 

understanding pertaining to the Participants or their respective governments. 

MQ provision of this Memorandum of Understanding should be, construed as 

ah. obstruction iO prompt and effective, action by any Participant to relieve distress 

wherteyerand :wherever found. 

Any disputei regarding the interpretation or implantation of this Memorandum 

pf Understanding) or any of its-subordinate, memoranda of understanding, is to be 

resolved by consultation between the Participants and is not to be referred to an 

international; body or third party for settlement. 

9: Amendment 



ThM Memorandum, .of Understanding may be ,m;|difl§d, ;;|y the Written; 

concufrenpebfthe-.Pa'rtypants.- - . 

il..Puratii:on; withdrawal raWd.:d.iscontinua|ion 

"Gbp̂ peratiOn .under ;th}S.-Mgm'prahdum Of Unldefstandihg -may 'commence eisjof • 

the-daie of signature:--and:-may continue Indefinitely;; 

jEltleiPartisipalif may witMraw from Wis Memorandum df;yn.cfefstandln|,-'by 

giving nbtlessihan-sik;:(S)'mpntbs notice in,wrlting;tothf Pfh;er Participant. 

Gooperation under, this Memorandum of Understanding may be discontinued 

V|ittjv:t|e; rhiftuaj .written consent of the' Participants pr by any Superseding 

arrangement:. 

The Participants intend to consult regarding any SAR operations or" other 

cooperation in progress-atthe time such discontinuation would take effect. 

>M 
Signed/in. duplicate in San Jose, this y day of ..-2.00,8. 

FbrihefMiistryof P, 

of Costa Rica 

For the United States Coast Guard 




