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Dear Mf. Chairman: 

Please find enclosed the answer to the question taken by Ambassador 
David M..Satterfield at the March 4, 2008 hearing. 

If we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 

Sincerely, 

? j y A y , y 

Jeffrey T. Bergner 
Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 

Enclosure: 
As stated. 

The Honorable 
Gary Ackerman, Chairman, 

Subcommittee on the Middle East and South Asia, 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 

House of Representatives. 



4 March 2008. 
Ambassador ©ayid M, S^tferfieli,' 

ChairmanrAcferman: Does the. Administration beliewdt;has--the 

CQnMitutiOrt|tl; authority t© contirtEe^Gombatdperati'pn's in Iraq.,beyotid;the-, 

end of this y^ar-abserit..expliclt additional:auftoriza,tion;from-the Congress?. 

..Ambassador SatterfkM:- ' ^ s , Th'eJJpited States, remains actively engaged" 

m..our efforts; lo:;assist the Imqi-pgople-inrtheii-'fransilion to a working 

democracy that will W a source 'of staillfly •mstiheregion'pd.tfiat! î*U'no,t 

p&se-B. tfeeMfpthe national-Security of the,,. United SMes-,pr;to our allfes, 

Whether or not "the authorization for the .Multi-National Force in Iraq in 

United;.Nations Security Council Res^utipnllMSCR) 1790 (2007) is 

extended, the U:.S. militaity has.the authority to continue its mission beyond 

the end of this year under the laws passed by Congress and thePresident's 

authority as Cpmtnartdgr in Chief under the Gonstitution, Congress 

e^ressly authorized the use of force to "idefend the national security of the 

Unfed States against the continuing threat posed by Iraq" as well as to 

enforce ali!rctevantyNS^Rs:cdn|e:mmg.lfaq. PubX. T07-243 (Oct. 1.6, 

2002). Congress; also has authorized the.,President to use all necessary and 

appropriate force against nations., drganizations, or p'ersohs involved in the 



•September. 1,1,2001 Attacks"m the Oiited States, riin ofdetlo present any 

future .acts ,6f Mem^tim^'tmmitn' against. ti&Uftited States'-' by -those-

same-entities. PukL. &f-M (Sept. 135,2001% On Marcl-: It,- 2003, when 

the Presidrntmade tte determkations;iequired'by Pub.L.. Ir07-24S, -Me 

determined thatAfe-toilitary operations in Iraq-were "consistent with the. 

UfiitedBktes and bte" countries-continuing to take the necessary actions 

agahiet interiatioii^I terrorists att<Ĵ teri»rist Qrganizafidilj.inpladinl-'iiose' 

nations, orgaiaizations,.or persons who planned,-, authorized,--committed, or 

,aM^d-the tefforist;attac-feisthat;;QCcurre .̂offiS^ptetnber i};iM)Ql7* M 

.addition^ €biigremBas tepeitedly'proyided .fundingrfoFiitie Iraq-war, both -in 

•regular "appropriations:,cycles -and in;--s,upplemental 'appropriatibns. 




