United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520
MAR 05 2008

Dear Mr. Chaijrman:

Please find enclosed the answer to the question taken by Ambassador
David M. Satterfield at the March 4, 2008 hearing.

If we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

Sincerely,
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Jeffrey T. Bergner
Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs

Enclosure:
As stated.

The Honorable
Gary Ackerman, Chairman,
Subcommittee on the Middle East and South Asia,
Commuttee on Foreign Affairs,
House of Representatives.



4 March 2008.
Ambidssador David M, Satterfield
Chairman Ackerman: Does the Administration believe.it hasithe
congstitational aytherity to continuig-combat operdtions in iraqvbeyQﬁg‘i‘ the.

end of this year absent explicit additional authorization from the Congress?

Ambassador ;Sa;tteriﬁei\& 2 Yf;s ‘The United States remains agtiveiy? eﬁgiggédz
inn.our efforts toassist the Iragi people in their transition to a working
democracy that will be a source of stability in the region and that'will not
p@ké:a th‘mgt’m’&ie national 'fs‘ez;:xxﬁ‘ty of the, United Stites or'to otr allies,.
United Nations Security Gouncil Resolution (UNSCR) 1790 (2007) is
extended, the U:S. military has:the autherity to continue its mission beyond
the.end of this year under the laws passed by Congress and the.President’s
authority as Commarider in Chief under the Constitution. Congress
gxgreSSIy authorized the use of force to “defend the national ;v,ecurity‘of the
United States against the continuing threat posed by Iraq® as well as'to
eniforce all relevant UNSCRs concerning Irag. Pub.L. 107-243 (Oet. 16,
2002). Congress.also has authorized the President to use-all necessary and

appropriate force against nations, organizations, or persoiis involved if the



September 11,2001 4ttacks oni the Utiited States, “in order to prevent any
same entities. Pub.L. 107-40 (Sept. 18,2001). OnMarch 18, 2003, when
the President made the determinations tequired by Pub.L. 107-243, he
determined that the/military operations in Iraq were “consistent with the
United States and other countries continuing to take the necessary dctions
agamsﬁ international terrorists and terforist ﬁrgmimiiﬁiﬁﬁ, including those
nations, organizations,.or persens who planned; authorized, committed, or
aided the terrorist attacks that occurred onSeptember 11, 2001.” In
addition, Corigress has ’m;jeﬁtéd}y’?rw?idéé funding-for.the Irag-war, both in

‘regular appropriations:cycles and in:supplemental appropriations.





