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Id. (emphasis added). Rather, “[s]uch
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301 [1.0. 00330.

As here, it was asserted in Belmont that the claims settlement violated the

Just Compensation Clause of the Fifth Amendment. Id. at 332. The Court held that

“[w]hat another country has done in the way of taking over property of its nationals

.. Is not a matter of judicial consideration.”

nationals must look to their own government for any redress to which they may be

Id.

entitled.”



Five years later, the Supreme Court again upheld the Litvinov Assignment in

United States v. Pink, reaffirming its holding that “*[w]hat government is to be

regarded here as representative of a foreign state is a political rather than a judicial

question.”” 315 U.S. at 229 (quoting Guaranty Trust Co. v. United States, 304 U.S.

126, 137 (1938)). Significantly, the Court explained:
That authority is not limited to a determination of the
government to be recognized. It includes the power to
determine the policy which is to govern the question of
recognition. Objections to the underlying policy as well as
objections to recognition are to be addressed to the
political department and not to the courts.
315 U.S. at 229.
The Court explained that removal of “such obstacles to full recognition” as
the claims of nationals “is a modest implied power of the President who is the ‘sole
organ of the federal government in the field of international relations.”” 315 U.S. at

229 (quoting United States v. Curtiss-Wright Corp., 299 U.S. 304, 320 (1936)).

Indeed, the “[e]ffectiveness in handling the delicate problems of foreign relations
requires no less,” for:

Unless such a power exists, the power of recognition
might be thwarted or seriously diluted. No such obstacle
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can be placed in the way of rehabilitation of relations

between this country and another nation, unless the

historic conception of the powers and responsibilities of

the President in the conduct of foreign affairs is to be

drastically revised. It was the judgment of the political

department that full recognition of the Soviet Government

required the settlement of all outstanding problems

including the claims of our nationals.

Recognition and the Litvinov Assignment were

interdependent. We would usurp the executive function if

we held that that decision was not final and conclusive in

the courts.
Id. at 229-230 (citation omitted).
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